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March  3,  1952 


NBC  TO  MOBILIZE  LARGEST  STAFF  OF  COMMENTATORS  AND  TECHNICIANS 
FOR  COAST -TO -COAST  RADIO  AND  TELEVISION  COVERAGE 
OF  POLITICAL  CAMPAIGNS  AND  CONVENTIONS 

First  Combined  Radio-and-TV  Network  Newsdesk 
To  Be  In  Operation  in  Chicago 

NBC  will  broadcast  more  political  headlines,  more  incisive 
campaign  commentary,  more  human  interest  stories,  more  behind-the- 
|  scenes  feature  programs  than  any  other  network  during  1952. 

By  mobilizing  the  country’s  largest  staff  of  broadcast  com¬ 
mentators  and  technicians,  NBC’s  combined  coast-to-coast  television 
and  radio  facilities  will  give  Americans  the  best  possible  political 
coverage  from  whistle  stops  to  the  White  House,  When  the  Republican 
and  Democratic  conventions  open  in  Chicago  in  July,  NBC  will  unveil  the 
nerve  center  of  this  combined  coast-to-coast  news  organization,  its 
unique  radio-TV  newsdesk. 

Philco  Corporation  will  sponsor  NBC  convention  coverage  on 
radio  and  television. 

Broadcasting’s  first  combined-network  newsdesk,  manned  24 
hours  a  day  in  NBC’s  specially-constructed  studios  at  Chicago's  Inter¬ 
im  national  Amphitheatre,  will  be  supervised  by  Vice  President  William  F. 
Brooks  and  directed  by  William  R.  McAndrew,  NBC-TV  director  of  public 

(more ) 
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affairs,  and  Henry  Cassidy,  radio  news  chief.  Francis  McCall,  director 
of  TV  news,  will  run  the  newsdesk.  Because  it  can  call  on  the  combined 
facilities  of  two  national  networks,  NBC’s  convention  desk  will  make 
bhe  maximum  amount  of  up-to-the-minute  news  available  to  listeners  and 
viewers  who  will  know  more  of  the  workings  of  the  conventions  than 
jhose  attending  in  person,  so  complete  an  account  will  they  receive 
m  NBC. 

This  nationwide  bond  between  the  candidates,  the  conventions 
and  the  public  will  be  strengthened  by  the  1000  combined  years  of  news 
experience  that  NBC’s  30  name  commentators  have  garnered  at  past 
political  conventions.  Such  broadcast  by-liners  as  Morgan  Beatty, 

Tohn  Cameron  Swayze,  H.V.  Kaltenborn,  Dave  Garroway,  Richard  Harkness, 
^ob  Considine,  George  Hicks,  Ray  Henle  and  Bill  Henry,  who  may  well  be 
the  television  newsman  find  of  1952,  will  supply  the  complete  picture 
of  politics  throughout  the  land. 

At  Chicago,  NBC  will  assign  one  of  its  newsmen  to  cover  the 
activities  of  each  major  candidate  and  delegation  chairman  night  and 
day.  Periodically  these  NBC  reporters  will  funnel  their  information 
to  the  combined  newsdesk,  for  immediate  broadcast.  NBC’s  commentators 
therefore  can  devote  their  time  between  broadcasts  to  ferreting  out 
exclusive  stories.  The  commentators  will  be  able  to  point  up  the 
significance  of  latest  developments  using  information  obtained  through 
their  personal  contacts  with  political  notables.  Men  like  Earl  Godwin 
and  White  House  correspondent  Frank  Bourgholtzer  and  David  Brinkley 
know  hundreds  of  top  political  leaders  on  a  first -name  basis.  Edward 
Wallace  of  NBC  Cleveland  knows  the  Taft  organization  inside -out.  Alex 
Dreier  and  Clifton  Utley  of  NBC  Chicago  know  Illinois’s  Democratic 


(more ) 
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Governor  Stevenson  intimately.  Governor  Earl  Warren,  a  leading  Re¬ 
publican  contender,  has  asked  Bob  Letts  of  NBC  San  Francisco  to  ac¬ 
company  him  to  the  convention  this  year  again,  as  he  did  in  1948. 

But  NBC  is  going  beyond  ’’official"  political  news  in  1952. 

NBC  will  establish  a  "human  interest"  team  whose  job  it  will  be  to 
find  the  lighter  side  of  the  conventions,  the  laughs  and  the  heart¬ 
breaks  which  spice  the  news.  This  "human  interest"  team  will  provide 
material  for  NBC-TV's  "A  Day  in  the  Life  of  a  Delegate"  and  other 
special  programs. 

To  give  its  feature  editors,  commentators  and  reporters  the 
best  possible  tools,  NBC  will  move  a  caravan  of  300  persons  plus 
$1,500,000  worth  of  latest  model  equipment  to  Chicago.  At  convention 
time  NBC  will  unveil  its  three  newest  TV  mobile  units  and  its  exciting 
brand-new  "crash  truck, "  a  super  mobile  unit  equipped  to  produce  and 
transmit  electronic  and  film  pictures  of  any  event.  The  "crash  truck" 
will  contain  four  TV  cameras,  several  movie  cameras,  a  dark  room,  con¬ 
trol  equipment  and  a  self-powered  transmitter  which  will  enable  it  to 
telecast  from  city  or  countryside. 

NBC  will  unveil  the  latest  development  in  TV  equipment, 
the  "walkie-lookie, "  a  back-pack  electronic  camera  carried  and  operated 
by  one  man.  NBC  will  utilize  latest  model  still  and  movie  cameras  to 
widen  NBC-TV  coverage  by  making  pictures  where  TV  cameras  cannot  go. 

NBC  will  have  the  largest  staff  of  film  cameramen  in  Chicago.  No 
other  TV  network  or  theatre  newsreel  will  have  half  the  personnel  or 
facilities  which  NBC  will  mobilize  in  Chicago  to  picture  the  greatest 
political  show  on  earth.  NBC  is  also  equipping  fast-developing  photo 
laboratories  in  the  International  Amphitheatre  and  at  NBC  Chicago  head- 
quaters  in  the  Merchandise  Mart  to  guarantee  complete  convention  cov¬ 
erage  for  the  public. 


(more ) 
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Both  Republicans  and  Democrats  have  asked  NBC’s  George 
McElrath,  the  most  experienced  radio  convention  engineer  in  the 
country,  to  establish  the  pooled  audio  facilities  at  the  Amphitheatre 
for  all  networks.  McElrath,  who  has  been  working  on  political  con¬ 
ventions  since  1932,  will  install  the  55  microphones  which  link  each 
delegation  chairman  and  the  rostrum  to  the  radio  and  TV  audio  control 
booths,  to  the  public  address  and  to  the  motion  picture  news-reel 
system.  An  NBC  audio  engineer  will  control  this  voice-and-sound  system 
for  pooled  network  feed  from  the  convention  hall.  NBC  engineers, 
working  with  specialists  from  other  networks,  will  install  100  miles 
of  wiring  and  10  tons  of  equipment  in  six  radio  booths  overlooking  the 
Amphitheatre  rostrum,  sufficient  audio  equipment  to  equip  a  50,000 
watt  station,  biggest  there  is  in  the  United  States.  The  six  radio 
broadcast  booths  at  the  west  end  of  the  hall  will  provide  an  unob¬ 
structed  view  of  convention  proceedings. 

F.A.  Wankel,  veteran  of  television  coverage  at  the  1948  con¬ 
ventions,  will  supervise  installation  of  NBC-TV's  two  air-conditioned 
studios  in  the  Amphitheatre  and  a  third  TV  studio  in  the  Hotel  Conrad 
Hilton,  party  headquarters  at  both  conventions.  NBC  installations 
will  cover  7500  square  feet,  about  the  size  of  a  baseball  diamond,  in 
the  north  wing  of  the  Amphitheatre  alone. 

The  radio  network  will  have  three  studios  in  the  North  Wing 
and  a  booth  for  running  commentary  in  the  hall.  Two  more  NBC  radio 
studios  will  be  installed  in  the  Conrad  Hilton  Hotel. 

But  NBC  is  not  waiting  for  the  conventions  to  keep  the  public 
informed  on  major  political  issues  and  candidates  this  presidential 
election  year.  Elmo  Roper,  noted  public  opinion  analyst,  has  begun  a 

(more) 
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series  of  weekly  radio  reports  (Sundays  at  3:00  p.m.,  EST)  on  what  the 
people  are  thinking  about  important  issues  confronting  the  nation. 

Roper  will  be  seen  regularly  on  NBC  television  within  a  few  weeks. 

This  month  a  task  force  of  NBC  correspondents  including  George  Hicks, 
Leon  Pearson  and  W.W,  Chaplin  will  range  across  New  Hampshire  to  cover 
the  important  primary  elections  there  for  radio  and  television,  first 
of  many  NBC  grass  roots  reports  from  every  section  of  the  country. 

As  convention  time  draws  near,  NBC  will  present  profiles  of 
the  leading  candidates  for  the  Presidential  and  Vice-Presidential 
nominations.  It  also  will  offer  a  word-and-picture  history  of  the 
major  parties  and  a  recapitulation  of  headline  happenings  during  the 
1948  Philadelphia  conventions  where,  for  the  first  time,  NBC  television 
brought  the  story  into  5*000,000  East  Coast  homes.  In  addition  to 
these  backdrop  stories,  NBC  will  also  present  a  backstage  report  on 
how  a  political  conclave  operates,  a  television  tour  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Amphitheatre  where  convention  sessions  will  be  held, 
and  a  second  TV  tour  from  party  headquarters  in  the  Conrad  Hilton 
Hotel  to  the  Amphitheatre  showing  the  route  delegates  will  take. 

The  first  week  in  July,  NBC's  headline -making  public  affairs 
programs,  "Today,"  "Meet  the  Press,"  "American  Forum  of  the  Air," 
"University  of  Chicago  Roundtable,"  "Who  Said  That?"  and  others  will 
broadcast  from  Chicago.  Then,  over  the  Independence  Day  weekend,  NBC 
will  move  its  convention  coverage  into  high  gear. 


NBC-New  York,  3/3/52 
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DAGMAR  RETURNS! 

She  Will  Star  as  Hostess  of  a  GI  Canteen 
In  New  Show  on  NBC -TV 


Dagmar's  back  and  NBC's  got  her  I 

The  Valkyrian  mistress  of  malapropisms  returns  to  the  NBC 
television  network  Saturday,  March  22,  at  12:15  (after  midnight)  with 
I  a  half-hour  show  entitled  DAGMAR'S  CANTEEN,  an  informal  program  featur¬ 
ing  the  men  and  women  in  the  Armed  Forces. 

Dagrnar,  who  rose  from  a  walk-on  role  to  a  national  institu¬ 
tion  within  a  few  weeks  of  her  debut  on  "Broadway  Open  House,'  will  be 
hostess  at  a  GI  canteen.  She  will  star  as  singer,  dancer  and  comedy 
lead  --  this  Junoesque  blonde  who  first  came  to  the  attention  of  the 
TV  public  as  a  voiceless  vocalist  and  an  imperturbable  foil  for  the 
antics  of  Jerry  Lester. 

"Dagmar's  Canteen"  will  feature  Ray  Malone,  nimble  dancer 
and  singer;  a  regular  comedian,  to  be  announced;  and  the  music  of 
Milton  DeLugg,  accordionist  extraordinary  and  director  of  as  preposter¬ 
ous  a  Philharmonic  as  ever  graced  the  stage  of  the  Kalamazoo  Opera 

I  (more) 
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House*  DeLugg,  who  has  been  seen  on  such  NBC  television  shows  as 
"Broadway  Open  House"  and  "Seven  at  Eleven,"  won  considerable  renown 
as  the  composer  of  "Orange  Colored  Sky"  and  "Shanghai." 

Each  week  a  guest  star  for  "Dagmar's  Canteen"  will  be  chosen 
from  the  Armed  Forces.  In  addition,  GIs  at  the  canteen  will  be  asked 
to  participate  in  stunts,  gags  and  Dagmar’s  own  inimitable  playlets. 
Current  plans  call  for  the  show  to  be  televised  from  camps  and  bases 
about  once  a  month;  otherwise,  "Dagmar’s  Canteen"  will  originate  at 
the  NBC  studios  in  New  York. 

"Dagmar’s  Canteen"  will  be  produced  by  Hal  Friedman,  who  for 
the  second  time  is  opening  up  a  new  live  time -spot  for  the  TV  audience. 
In  1950  he  pioneered  late -hour  programming  with  "Broadway  Open  House," 
and  made  a  vast  success  of  it.  His  credits  also  include  NBC -TV’s 
"Colgate  Comedy  Hour"  and  "All  Star  Revue," 

The  new  show  will  be  directed  by  Alan  Neuman,  who  has 
distinguished  himself  in  such  varied  operations  as  the  NBC  television 
opera,  "Broadway  Open  House,"  "The  Kate  Smith  Hour"  and  several  other 
programs.  Script  for  "Dagmar’s  Canteen"  will  be  written  by  Lou  Meltzer 
and  Allan  Walker. 


- o- 


NBC-New  York,  3/4/52 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


ANSON  TO  SPONSOR  PORTION  OF  ’KATE  SMITH  EVENING  HOUR 

Anson,  Inc.,  jewelry  manufacturers,  will  spon¬ 
sor  the  8:30-9:00  p.m.,  EST,  portion  of  the  KATE 
SMITH  EVENING  HOUR  (8:00-9:00  p.m.,  EST)  over  the 
NBC  television  network  on  alternate  Wednesdays  be¬ 
ginning  April  16. 

Anson  will  alternate  weekly  sponsorship  of  the 
last  half  of  the  program  with  B.T.  Babbitt,  Inc. 

Grey  Advertising  Agency  represents  Anson,  Inc. 


HAMILTON  YOUNG  IS  APPOINTED  NBC  BUDGET  DIRECTOR 

Hamilton  Young  has  been  appointed  budget  director  of  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company,  Joseph  V.  Heffernan,  financial  vice 
president,  announced  today. 

Young,  who  joined  the  network  in  1951 >  had  been  serving  as 
operations  analyst.  Prior  to  coming  to  NBC,  he  had  been  with  Price, 
Waterhouse  &  Co.,  public  accounting  firm,  for  l6  years.  He  is  a 
certified  public  accountant,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  and  Harvard 
Business  School. 
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TV  SET  INSTALLATIONS  IN  U.3.  EXCEED  16,000,000  MARK 

Television  set  installations  in  the  United 
States  passed  the  16,000,000  mark  during  January 
and  totaled  16,129*300  as  of  Feb.  1,  according  to  an 
estimate  released  today  by  Hugh  M.  Beville,  Jr., 
director  of  Plans  and  Research  for  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company* 

Beville  said  this  total  equals  approximately  36$ 
of  all  U.S,  families.  A  year  ago  25$  of  the  nation’s 
families  owned  TV  sets,  while  in  February,  1950,  only 
10$  had  receivers. 

The  16,129*300  total  represents  an  increase  of 
352,300  during  January,  as  compared  with  600,800  in 
December,  Four  of  the  nation's  64  TV  markets  now 
have  more  than  1,000,000  sets  each.  They  are  New 
York  with  2,840,000  sets,  Los  Angeles  with  1,100,000, 
Chicago  with  1,093*000  and  Philadelphia  with  1,006,000. 

- o - 
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March  4,  1952 


Hollywood  to  Salute 
'Fibber  McGee  and  Molly' 

Town  to  Be  Renamed  *Wistful  Vista*  March  11  in  Tribute 
To  Jim  and  Marian  Jordan,  Celebrating 
20th  Anniversary  on  Radio 


Hollywood,  the  town  that  fought  for  years  to  get  its  own 
postmark,  will  relinquish  its  identity  Tuesday,  March  11  and  become 
"Wistful  Vista,  Calif."  for  the  day  in  honor  of  the  20th  anniversary 
of  NBC  *  s  FIBBER  McGEE  AND  MOLLY  on  radio. 

Renamed  by  proclamation  of  Hollywood* s  honorary  mayor,  John 
B.  Kingsley,  the  city  will  turn  out  en-masse  to  honor  Jim  and  Marian 
Jordan  (Fibber  and  Molly),  who  have  seen  their  radio  home  town  become 
as  widely  known  as  many  American  cities. 

The  NBC  studios  at  Sunset  and  Vine  will  bear  a  mammoth  sign 
reading  "79  Wistful  Vista,"  Fibber  and  Molly* s  "address"  on  their 
radio  show.  During  an  on-the -street  NBC  network  broadcast  (2:45- 
3:00  p.m.,  EST)  the  Los  Angeles  County  Band  will  give  a  concert  on 
the  corner  of  Hollywood  and  Vine. 


(more ) 
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2  -  'Fibber  McGee' 


Later  in  the  day,  and  during  the  regular  ’’Fibber  McGee  and 
Molly”  NBC  radio  program  (9:30  p.m.,  EST),  Hollywood  celebrities  will 
pay  tribute  to  the  modest,  likable  couple  who  have  entertained  a  gen¬ 
eration  of  Americans  with  their  NBC  series.  John  Anson  Ford,  county 
supervisor  for  the  District  of  Hollywood,  will  be  a  featured  speaker 
on  the  program. 

The  Hollywood  Citizen-News  will  print  a  special  supplement 
named  the  "Wistful  Vista  Gazette,"  to  give  "news”  about  the  people, 
places  and  incidents  that  are  known  to  the  millions  of  "Fibber  McGee 
and  Molly"  fans.  In  addition,  the  paper  will  trace  the  long,  happy 
career  of  Jim  and  Marian  Jordan. 

The  supplement  will  carry  stories  recalling  the  unheralded 
start  of  the  Jordans  on  radio  in  1932.  The  pair  were  listed  among 
the  somewhat  doubtful  assets  of  the  Chicago  Daily  News  radio  station 
WMAQ,  when  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  purchased  it.  Among 
the  personnel  and  talent  transferred  were  contracts  with  Jim  and 
Marian  Jordan,  a  couple  of  ex-vaudevillians  who  had  broken  into  radio 
in  the  crystal-set  days.  They  were  still  "sustainers”  on  the  station. 

Back  in  1932,  the  Jordans  had  just  begun  to  hit  upon  a  suc¬ 
cessful  format.  With  writer  Don  Quinn,  an  ex-cartoonist  who  was  even 
newer  to  radio  than  they  were,  the  trio  originated  the  program,  "Smack 
Out,"  one  of  radio's  first  situation  comedy  series.  The  format  was 
slowly  growing  in  local  popularity  when  WMAQ  was  sold  to  the  network. 
As  Jim  Jordan  remembers  it,  he  and  Marian  were  sitting  in  their  rented 
flat  in  Northwest  Chicago  reading  the  newspapers.  He  came  across  a 
news  item  that  jolted  him  and  told  Marian,  "We  have  a  new  boss." 


(more ) 
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3  -  fibber  McGee* 


They  were  worried  that  they  and  their  "Smack  Out"  show 
might  be  dropped.  But  their  worries  were  needless.  The  Jordans  re¬ 
mained  on  the  air  and  later  became  famous  as  "Fibber  McGee  and  Molly" 
in  one  of  NBC’s  top-ranking  coast -to-coast  radio  shows.  The  program 
is  currently  sponsored  by  the  Pet  Milk  Sales  Corp. 

For  March  11,  the  "Wistful  Vista"  Chamber  of  Commerce  -- 
the  Hollywood  counterpart  will  even  change  its  stationery  for  the 
day  --  has  pledged  the  all-out  support  of  its  members.  Swank  Holly¬ 
wood  Boulevard  shops  will  display  huge  photographs  and  posters  com¬ 
plimenting  the  Jordans  "for  their  20  years  of  good,  clean  humor  and 
wholesome  American  fun." 
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LUELLEN  L.  STEARNS  IS  NAMED  EASTERN  DIVISION  SALES  MANAGER 
FOR  TV  IN  NBC  NATIONAL  SPOT  SALES  DEPT. 


Luellen  L,  Stearns  has  been  appointed  Eastern  Division  sales 
manager  for  television  in  the  National  Spot  Sales  Department  of  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company,  James  V.  McConnell,  director,  announced 
today. 

Stearns  will  join  the  network  on  March  15.  He  is  well  known 
.  in  the  television  spot  sales  field  through  his  outstanding  work  in 
that  capacity  with  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System. 

Stearns’  new  position  is  one  of  the  many  being  created  in 
the  expansion  of  the  NBC  National  Spot  Sales  Department.  He  will 
report  directly  to  John  Reber,  National  Spot  Sales  manager  for 
television. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


TOP  STARS  TO  JOIN  MARTIN  AND  LEWIS  IN  16J-HOUR  TELETHON 
TO  RAISE  FUNDS  FOR  CARDIAC  HOSPITAL 


Stars  from  every  corner  of  the  entertainment 
world  will  join  Dean  Martin  and  Jerry  Lewis  when  they 
stage  their  l6j-hour  marathon  telecast  over  NBC*s  station 
WNBT  from  midnight  Friday,  March  14  until  4:30  p.m.,  EST 
Saturday,  March  15. 

The  ’’break -up -the- joint"  boys  are  turning  serious 
in  the  telethon  in  order  to  raise  funds  for  construction 
of  the  New  York  Cardiac  Hospital,  Among  the  guests  who  will 
aid  the  comics  in  the  telethon  are: 

Morey  Amsterdam,  Milton  Berle,  Eileen  Barton, 
Gertrude  ’’Molly”  Berg,  Vivian  Blaine,  Victor  Borge,  Yul 
Brynner,  Cab  Calloway,  Sid  Caesar,  Mindy  Carson,  Jack 
Carter,  Jackie  Cooper,  Tom  Corbett,  Buster  Crabbe,  Dagmar, 
the  DeMarco  Sisters,  Dorothy  Dandridge,  Faye  Emerson,  Dave 
Garroway,  Barry  Gray,  Jackie  Gleason,  Juanita  Hall,  Howdy 
Doody  with  Bob  Smith,  the  King  Cole  Trio,  Gene  Krupa  and 
his  trio,  Frances  Langford,  Sam  Levenson,  Guy  Mitchell, 

Jimmy  Nelson,  Janis  Paige,  Donald  Richards,  Rootle  Kazootie, 
Phil  Silvers,  Smith  and  Dale,  Tex  and  Jinx,  Mel  Torme, 

Sara  Vaughn,  Captain  Video  and  Martha  Wright.  More  names 
will  be  announced  soon. 
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NBC  SYMPHONY  CONCERTS  MARCH  15  AND  22 
TO  BE  PRESENTED  ON  NBC  RADIO  AND  TV 

Two  Toscanini  concerts  with  the  NBC  Symphony 
Orchestra  will  be  simulcast,  Saturdays,  March  15 
and  22  (NBC  radio  and  television  networks, 

6:30  p.m,,  EST)  Samuel  Chotzinoff,  NBC  general 
music  director,  announced  today. 

Both  concerts  will  be  sponsored  by  Reynolds 
Metals  Company.  These  simulcasts  will  bring 
to  four  the  total  number  of  radio-and  television 
performances  this  season  by  Arturo  Toscanini 
and  the  NBC  Symphony. 
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RICHARD  HARKNESS  TO  SPEAK  AT  COLLEGE  FESTIVAL 

NBC  Washington  commentator  Richard  Harkness  will  address 
the  annual  Fine  Arts  Festival  at  Columbia  College,  Columbia ,  S.C., 
Saturday,  March  8. 
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NBC -TV  WILL  TRY  FOR  DIRECT  COVERAGE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
PRIMARIES  BY  USE  OF  SPECIAL  MICROWAVE  RELAY  SYSTEM 
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The  National  Broadcasting  Company  will  attempt  to  telecast 
its  coverage  of  the  New  Hampshire  primaries  direct  by  means  of  a 
specially-installed  microwave  relay  system.  Three  parabolic  booster 
antennae  will  connect  NBC  mobile  television  transmitters  in  Concord 
and  Manchester  with  the  NBC  television  network  via  WBZ-TV ,  Boston. 

Engineers  have  been  making  preliminary  survey  plans  for  the 
three-hop  electronic  relay  system.  They  plan  to  erect  self-powered 
antennae  at  Manchester,  at  Long  Hill,  Nashua  (N.H.)  and  at  Turkey 
Hill'  in  Arlington,  Mass.  From  Arlington  the  electronic  signal  would 
be  beamed  to  WBZ-TV  at  Soldier's  Field  Road,  Boston. 

Heavy  snows  and  storms  have  hampered  the  network  engineers 


but  NBC  will  keep  trying  to  establish  the  microwave  relay  up  to 
the  last  minute.  Last  July,  NBC  and  WBZ-TV  cooperated  on  the  first 
hop-skip~and- jump  telecast  of  a  special  event  when  they  telecast 
Senator  Robert  A.  Taft's  Plymouth  Rock  speech  over  the  NBC  television 
network. 


Yesterday,  Wednesday,  March  an  NBC  radio  and  television 
taskforce  left  New  York  for  Concord,  N.H.  Spearheaded  by  a  trio  of 
topflight  commentators,  George  Hicks,  Leon  Pearson,  and  W.W.  Chaplin, 
the  three-truck  caravan  contained  television  newsreel  cameras  and 
radio  broadcast  equipment.  Radio  news  editor  Arthur  Wakelee  and  TV 
news  editor  John  Lynch  were  aboard  to  establish  NBC's  Radio-TV  News 
Headquarters  in  the  Eagle  Hotel,  Concord.  The  network  has  readied 
two  of  its  most  powerful  television  mobile  units  to  go  to  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  if  the  microwave  relay  system  is  installed  in  time  to  permit 
"live"  telecasts. 

(more) 
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In  addition  to  these  planned  video  pickups,  NBC  has 
already  dispatched  two  sound-film  crews  to  accompany  Hicks,  Chaplin 
and  Pearson  as  they  roam  through  the  White  Mountain  State  to  inter¬ 
view  candidates,  voters  and  local  officials  and  to  report  the 
results  of  the  balloting.  NBC  will  have  close  liaison  with  the 
tabulation  of  votes  to'  speed  results  of  the  Republican  contest  between 
supporters  of  General  Eisenhower,  Senator  Taft  and  Harold  Stassen, 
as  well  as  the  Democratic  primary  between  boosters  of  President 

Truman  and  those  of  Senator  Estes  Kefauver.  Both  radio  and  TV  net- 

0 

works  will  carry  the  primary  results  as  they  are  received  at  NBC's 
Concord  headquarters  which  will  be  connected  by  open  radio  broadcast 
line  to  New  York  24  hours  a  day. 

In  the  combined  radio-TV  headquarters  in  the  Rose  Room  of 
the  Eagle  Hotel,  NBC  has  concentrated  teletypes,  tape-recorders, 
private  phones  to  Manchester  and  to  New  York,  microphone  booths  and 
a  portable  self-powered  radio  transmitter.  NBC  engineers  George 
Robinson  and  Joseph  Sturniolo  have  studio-equipped  a  second  room  in 
the  hotel  for  broadcast  interviews.  The  roving  commentators  will 
carry  minicorders  --  portable  tape-recorders  which  proved  their 
mettle  with  NBC  frontline  correspondents  in  Korea  --  during  the 
week  they  are  in  New  Hampshire. 


NBC -New  YorK,  3/6/52 
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NBC’S  ’SUMMER  TELEVISION’  RESEARCH  STUDY  REVEALS  MARKED  GAINS 
FOR  BRANDS  WHICH  ADVERTISE  ON  TV  DURING  SUMMER 


Summer  is  a -cornin’  in  and  with  it,  the  most  comprehensive 
study  of  hot  weather  television  viewing  ever  made. 

It’s  NBC's  "Summer  Television"  research  study,  just 
released,  which  shows,  among  other  hitherto  undiscovered  facts,  that: 

1.  Brands  which  stay  on  television  for  the 

fc  Summer  markedly  improve  their  relative  competitive 

position  (as  between  purchases  of  the  brands  by  TV 

owners  and  non-owners). 

2.  Brands  which  advertise  on  TV  but  go  off 
for  the  Summer  weaken  their  relative  competitive 
position  (as  between  purchases  of  the  brands  by 

TV  owners  and  non-owners). 

3.  Summer-advertised  television  brands  show 

a  sales  difference  on  the  average  of  23  percent 
between  purchases  by  people  who  view  their  ad¬ 
vertising  on  TV  against  those  who  do  not. 

ij. ^  Brands  which  are  advertised  on  television 
during  the  Summer  win  an  average  of  46,000  extra 
customers,  per  month,  in  the  New  York  area. 

(more) 
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The  survey  shows,  too,  that: 

Watching  television  is  by  far  the  favorite 
Summer  activity  in  TV  homes. 

94.8  percent  of  TV  homes  are  available  in  the 
average  Summer  week. 

Conducted  under  the  over-all  direction  of  Edward  D.  Madden, 
NBC  vice  president  in  charge  of  Television  Sales  and  Operations,  and 
Ruddick  C.  Lawrence,  NBC -TV  director  of  Sales  development,  the  "NBC 
Summer  Television"  study  follows  the  "Hofstra  Study"  of  1950  and 
"Television  Today"  in  1951  as  a  major  study  of  television  sales- 
ef fectiveness .  The  survey  was  designed  by  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Coffin, 

NBC  supervisor  of  TV  program  research,  who  designed  and  executed 
NBC's  two  previous  sales  effectiveness  studies. 

Completed  interviews  were  conducted  with  3 *163  men  and 
women  ("heads  of  households")  between  Aug.  15  and  Sept,  8,  1951*  in 
the  16  counties  comprising  the  New  York  metropolitan  area. 

From  a  sales  effectiveness  standpoint,  the  first  conclusion 
reached  by  this  extensive  project  was  that,  for  the  52  brands  studied 
(31  brands  which  stayed  on  TV  for  the  Summer  and  21  which  came  on  new  in 
the  Summer) ,  there  were  28  percent  more  customers  among  Summer  viewers 
than  among  Summer  non-viewers.  For  the  average  brand,  45,900  extra 
customers  per  month  were  added  in  the  area  surveyed.  New  brands 
which  started  on  TV  during  the  Summer  averaged  38,200  extra  customers 


(more) 
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per  month  in  New  York  along;  brands  which  continued  on  TV  during 
the  Summer  did  even  better,  with  an  average  of  51 ,000  extra  customers 
per  month  in  the  New  York  area. 

The  second  conclusion  showed  the  average  sales  difference 
for  31  "stay-on"  brands  (between  TV  owners  as  against  non-owners)  in 
January  was  20  percent.  In  August,  the  sales  difference  had  increased 
to  37  per  cent. 

The  third  conclusion:  For  the  16  TV  brands  which  were  on 
TV  in  January,  but  off  in  August,  the  sales  difference  (between  TV 
owners  vs,  non-owners)  in  January  was  14  percent.  By  August,  thi3 
difference  had  shrunk  to  10  per  cent.  These  brands,  then,  had  a 
measurably  weaker  sales  position  as  result  of  going  off  TV  for  the 
Summer, 

"We  believe  that  the  very  striking  sales  differences  among 
viewers  of  Summer  TV  advertising  call  for  a  realistic  appraisal  of 
all  major  media,  a  re-evaluation  in  the  light  of  Summer  performance," 
the  report  says, 

TV  owners  are  more  conscious  of  advertising  and  of  specific 
brands  than  non-owners;  in  addition,  the  TV  advertising  studied  is 
recalled  "more  clearly"  than  other  types  of  advertising  by  almost 
half  the  population  surveyed, 

"In  short,  when  people  think  of  advertising,  they  not  only 
remember  TV  advertising  most  often,  but  they  also  recall  it  most 
clearly.  Television  gives  brands  the  widest  exposure  and  most  power¬ 
ful  impact,"  the  report  continues. 


(more) 
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NBC’s  "Summer  Study"  also  revealed  that  as  of  August, 

1951,  62  percent  of  all  families  in  the  New  York  metropolitan  area 
owned  TV  sets.  The  TV  growth  from  January  to  August  was  from  51$ 
to  62$,  meaning  400,000  more  TV  homes  in  the  New  York  area  during 
the  last  six  months  of  1951. 

During  the  three-month  period  from  Decoration  Day  through 
the  first  week  in  September,  56. 1  percent  of  TV  families  took  no 
vacation  or  spent  it  at  home;  13.2  percent  went  away  but  left  one  or 
more  members,  at  home,  and  30.7  percent  went  away  with  all  members  of 
family. 

Average  time  away  from  home  for  those  going  away  was  14,8 
days:  for  the  entire  group,  the  average  TV  home  was  unavailable 
for  only  4.5  days  throughout  the  Summer.  Conclusion:  In  the  average 
Summer  week,  9^.8  percent  of  TV  homes  are  available  —  i.e.,  some¬ 
one  was  home  during  the  week. 

There  is,  moreover,  more  television  viewing  in 
August  than  in  January  for  the  average  New  York  family  head,  TV 
owners  and  non-owners  put  together:  73  minutes  per  day  for  January, 

76  minutes  per  day  in  August. 

For  the  first  time  in  the  NBC -TV  studies,  it  was  found  that 
television  ranks  first  among  all  major  media  in  terms  of  time  spent 
by  all  family  heads.  Television  owners  themselves  spend  more  time 
on  television  than  on  all  other  major  media  combined. 


- -  0  - — - 


NBC-New  York,  3/6/52 


i  jctrvjA,  *:  o  b  derid  boXBsv-.n  ’'ybud.  ww.j s 

Be* ib  nBdiloqondain  JlnoY  wsd  odd  ni  seJrXXnet  If?  To  dnaonsq  $d  * 

moil  sew  J8U3JJA  od  xnwriBl  mcnl  ddwon  V?  erlT  .  cdea  VT  b 

gnliuf)  goto  >'*xoY  wsM  snd  ni  as  mod  VT  •e<som  000t004  jnlncsrr:  /'T 

.  1<:QI  To  edd-no nr  xia  deal 

d^i/cndd  ybQ  ncidenoosCi  moil  bemYq  ddnorrj-oanbJ  ’odd  ••  U^tuQ 

on  :  ood  aeilim cl  VT  ‘to  dnsoneq  X,  ,  Te  i;  :edq9:;  nl  yisevi  isniT 

:o  3 no  dlsl  dod  y.ws  dnow  dn  ongq  £.£I  ionsod  dc  di  dr.sqo  no  roid 

lie  •  ■  •  .  .  " 

i  Y  £ 

Y  \  :  ■  v e i ■  s  vi mid  9gs*i9vA 

sXiBVGnjj 

ienov6  s rid  ni  juo-  eulcitcO  , idAi.-mj£  odd  duoxl  uondd  sy6b  ^,4  yino 
-9flioa  t.e.J  —  ..  XX eve  one  earned  VT  To  diveoneq 

.jtoov  odd  Y.n  ■  nub  emorl  ruw 

nl  srfiw'Xv  ncxeivolod  snom  **i9voonob  tei  snorfT 

t  et»  *xo  1  ysb  nsq  e  • .  .  rfds3od  d:jq 

.  daur.^A  u  yeb  neq  a  dunir: 

r;d  bm/oT  a  gw  d .  t89iU/d3  VT-DdlX  end  ni  errr.id  dan.']  odd  no'T 

.  ■  ic  ■ 

—id  9*10 n  bxx9qa  •  .  ■  '  i'oemarfd  an  .v  r.- ., ie j  v -\U?  ,  be.od  \S Imel  XX £ 

•  benlcfmo©  eibem  note  ... 


CIVIL  AERONAUTICS  BOARD  CHAIRMAN  PRAISES 
'TODAY’S '  PLANE  CRASH  COVERAGE 

Dave  Garroway  has  received  a  letter  from  Donald  W.  Nyrop, 
chairman  of  the  Civil  Aeronautics  Board,  praising  him  for  his  “objec¬ 
tive  and  unemotional  approach"  in  reporting  the  recent  aircraft  ac¬ 
cidents  in  the  New  York -New  Jersey  area,  on  the  NBC -TV  program  "Today 
(Mondays  through  Fridays,  7:00-9:00  a.m.,  EST  and  CST).  The  text  of 
the  letter  follows: 

"Dear  Mr,  Garroway:  I  have  heard  several  compliments  from 
people  in  the  airline  industry  with  respect  to  your  news  coverage  of 
the  recent  aircraft  accidents  in  the  New  York-New  Jersey  area,  and  I 
want  to  thank  you  for  your  objective  and  unemotional  approach  to  the 
problem. 

"As  you  have  so  ably  pointed  out,  civil  aviation  in  the 
United  States  has  made  great  strides  toward  increased  safety,  and  al¬ 
though  the  recent  accidents  are  discouraging,  they  will  undoubtedly 
result  in  still  further  safety  development. 

"The  Civil  Aeronautics  Board  believes  that  calm,  factual  re 
porting  such  as  yours  does  much  to  negate  mass  hysteria  which  could 
result  in  unduly  hampering  the  growth  and  improvement  of  our  newest 
and  most  promising  form  of  transportation. 

"Sincerely  yours,  Donald  W.  Nyrop,  Chairman." 


NBC-New  York,  3/6/52 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


NBC  ORGANIZES  POLITICAL  SALES  UNIT 
FOR  RADIO  AND  TELEVISION 

A  Political  Sales  Unit  for  both  radio  and  tele¬ 
vision  has  been  organized  by  the  National  Broad¬ 
casting  Company  to  handle  the  pre-convention  sale 
of  time  to  candidates  for  office. 

Director  of  the  new  unit  is  Walter  E.  Myers, 
veteran  member  of  the  network’s  Radio  Network 
Sales  Department.  His  assistant  is  Craig  Ramsey 
of  TV  Network  Sales. 

The  new  unit,  designed  exclusively  for  the 
sale  of  time  to  candidates,  is  in  no  way  connect¬ 
ed  with  NBC’s  radio  and  TV  coverage  of  the  nation¬ 
al  conventions,  which  will  be  sponsored  by  the 
Philco  Corp.  The  unit  has  been  in  operation  since 
Feb.  1  and  will  continue  to  function  through  Nov¬ 
ember,  right  up  to  election  time. 

Myers,  who  came  to  the  network  in  1935  from 
the  managerial  post  of  station  WBZ  in  Boston,  Mass., 
has  worked  in  a  sales  capacity  on  every  national 
political  convention  since  1936. 

- o - 
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March  6,  1952 


TOSCANINI  CHOOSES  WORKS  OF  FRANCK,  SIBELIUS,  DEBUSSY 
AND  VERDI  FOR  SIMULCAST  CONCERT  BY  NBC  SYMPHONY 

*  *  '  i  •  X  .  - 


Arturo  Toscanini  and  the  NBC  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA  will  appear 
in  the  first  of  two  successive  simulcasts  Saturday,  March  15  (NBC 
radio  and  television  networks,  6:30  p.m.,  EST).  The  music  selected 
for  the  concert  by  Toscanini  is  from  the  works  of  Cesar  Franck, 

Jan  Sibelius,  Claude  Debussy  and  Giuseppe  Verdi. 

The  full-hour  concert  will  open  with  the  symphonic 
"Intermezzo"  from  Franck's  "Redemption,"  This  will  be  followed  by 
the  tone  poem,  "En  Saga,"  by  Sibelius.  Turning  to  works  of  the 
impressionistic  Debussy,  Toscanini  has  chosen  the  French  composer's 
two  nocturnes  for  orchestra  "Nuages"  and  "Fetes."  The  program  will 
be  concluded  with  the  overture  to  Verdi's  little  heard  opera 
"Sicilian  Vespers." 

The  simulcast  will  originate  in  Carnegie  Hall,  New  York,  and 
will  be  sponsored  by  the  Reynolds  Metals  Company,  which  sponsored  the 
two  previous  simulcasts  of  Toscanini  and  the  NBC  Symphony  in  the 
1951-52  season. 

Kirk  Browning  is  television  director  and  Don  Gillis  is 
radio  director.  Ben  Grauer  is  narratcr. 
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HOLLYWOOD  TO  BECOME  ‘WISTFUL  VISTA’  FOR  A  DAY 


Festivities  to  Honor  ‘Fibber  McGee  and  Molly’ 


For  20th  Anniversary  on  Air 


A? 

■Vf 


An  old-fashioned  band  concert  and  speeches  by  city  and 


county  officials  will  highlight  the  "Hollywood  Becomes  Wistful  Vista" 
festivities  Tuesday,  March  11  in  honor  of  FIBBER  McGEE  AND  MOLLY’S 
20th  anniversary  on  the  air. 


The  ceremonies,  which  will  be  broadcast  on  the  NBC  radio 


network  (2:45-3:00  p.m.,  EST),  will  begin  with  selections  by  the  Los 
Angeles  County  Band  playing  from  the  corner  of  Hollywood  and  Vine, 
which  will  be  renamed  for  the  day,  "14th  and  Oak."  John  B.  Kingsley, 
Hollywood’s  appointive  mayor,  will  read  the  official  proclamation 
naming  the  film  capital  "Wistful  Vista,  Calif., "  for  the  day.  Fibber 
himself  will  accept  the  honor.  John  Anson  Ford,  Los  Angeles  County 
supervisor  for  the  district  of  Hollywood,  also  will  speak. 


Mayor  Kingsley's  proclamation  pays  tribute  to  Fibber  and 


Molly  (Jim  and  Marian  Jordan)  for  "20  years  of  good  clean,  wholesome 
American  humor  and  wit"  and  recognizes  the  "honor  and  recognition  both 
to  the  entertainment  industry  and  to  Hollywood"  that  the  radio  pair 
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2  -  ’Fibber  McGee  and  Molly’ 


Hundreds  of  Hollywood  office,  professional  and  business 
buildings  will  make  appropriate  changes  in  their  names  for  the  occasion. 
The  famed  Brown  Derby  will  become  "The  Wistful  Vista  Brown  Derby"  for 
March  11.  Posters  and  life-size  photographs  of  the  Jordans  will  carry 
out  the  theme. 

The  "Wistful  Vista  Brown  Derby"  will  feature  a  "Fibber  and 
Molly"  special  on  its  menu  --  chipped  beef  on  toast,  a  favorite  of  the 
Jordans.  This  will  be  the  first  time  in  the  restaurant's  25 -year  his¬ 
tory  that  any  such  concession  was  made  for  any  star,  according  to 
Robert  H.  Cobb,  Derby  president. 

The  anniversary  celebration  will  be  continued  on  the  Jordans' 
regular  "Fibber  McGee  and  Molly" program  on  NBC  radio  Tuesday,  March  11 
(9:30  p.m,,  EST) .  Stars  of  the  entertainment  world  will  pay  tribute 
to  the  popular  couple  during  the  broadcast. 


NBC -New  York,  3/6/52 
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NBC  AND  DOUGFAIR  CORPORATION  SIGN 
FOR  THREE  MAJOR  TV  SERIES 


Plans  for  a  television  project  involving  three  major  series 
of  programs  have  been  completed  by  the  National  Broadcasting  Company 
and  the  Dougfair  Corporation  it  was  announced  today  by  Sylvester  L. 

Weaver,  vice  president  in  charge  of  Television  for  NBC,  and  Alexander 
MacDonald,  vice  president  of  Dougfair. 

Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  head  of  Dougfair,  will  supervise 
directly  the  production  program  and  will  appear  as  well  in  one  series, 
"International  Theatre,"  planned  as  a  showcase  for  dramatic  talent 
from  all  over  the  world.  Fairbanks  will  be  seen  as  host  of  the  series, 
occasionally  appearing  in  a  play  as  appropriate  roles  present  them¬ 
selves 

Second  in  the  series  is  "The  Silent  Men,"  This  will  be  a 
television  series  based  upon  the  successful  NBC  radio  show,  which  now 
stars  Fairbanks. 

Third  is  "Foreign  Legion,"  an  adventure  drama  series  of  the 
North  African  exploits  of  three  members  of  the  famed  desert  regiment, 

Fairbanks  will  leave  for  Europe  March  15  and  will  visit 
various  cities  on  the  continent  to  recruit  top  talent  for  Inter¬ 
national  Theatre." 

The  arrangements  were  negotiated  with  NBC  by  Don  Sharpe  and 
and  Robert  P.  Myers,  representing  Dougfair, 

AMERICA’S  NO.  1  NETWORK  ~’tHE  N~ATI0N  AL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY. 
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NBC  TO  PROVIDE  BEST  POSSIBLE  COVERAGE  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
PRIMARY  BY  RADIO  AND  SPECIAL  FILMS  FOR  TV 

Storms  Force  Cancellation  of  Micro-Wave  Relay  Plan 


After  a  two-hour  conference  between  NBC  technical  and  opera¬ 
ting  officials  and  engineers  of  NBC»s  Boston  affiliate  WBZ-TV  yester¬ 
day,  it  was  decided  to  abandon  the  plan  for  "live”  television  coverage 
of  the  New  Hampshire  primaries.  Instead,  NBC  will  provide  radio  and 
filmed  coverage  of  the  primaries  Tuesday,  March  11.  Announcement  of 
NBC*s  radio  and  television  plans  for  the  New  Hampshire  primaries  was 
made  at  a  special  press  conference  called  in  the  Ritz-Carlton  Hotel, 
Boston.  Fifty  members  of  the  Boston  press  attended. 

Charles  Barry,  NBC  vice-president  in  charge  of  radio,  said 
"the  New  Hampshire  primaries  will  be  among  the  greatest  radio-TV 
stories  in  history.” 

William  McAndrew,  director  of  NBC-TV  public  affairs,  said  the 
continual  storms  and  rain  buffeting  New  England,  plus  the  absence  of 
electric  tower  facilities,  have  forced  NBC. to  abandon  the  plan  to 
establish  a  three-hop  micro-wave  relay  between  Manchester,  N.H.,  and 
WBZ-TV  in  Boston,  where  the  electronics  signal  would  have  been  put  on 
to  the  NBC  television  network. 

McAndrew  said  engineers  had  worked  and  planned  for  the  micro- 
wave  relay  until  noon  yesterday,  but  six  additional  inches  of  snow  in 
Manchester  and  Nashua,  N.H. ,  had  forced  engineers  to  abandon  their 
attempts  to  reach  summits. 
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2  Primary  Coverage 


Francis  McCall,  director  of  TV  news,  announced  that  NBC  had 
hired  a  special  airplane  to  fly  films,  hour  by  hour,  from  New  Hampshire 
to  New  York.  He  said  NBC  television  news  would  have  15  men  and  two 
camera  crews  following  the  leading  candidates  through  the  White  Moun¬ 
tain  state, 

Henry  Cassidy,  director  of  radio  news,  outlined  NBC*s  spe¬ 
cific  plans  for  George  Hicks,  W.W. Chaplin,  and  Leon  Pearson  to  report 
New  Hampshire  primaries  to  the  nation. 

Barry  also  added,  ”In  my  20  years  of  broadcasting  experience, 
I  have  never  seen  as  much  interest  in  a  local  election  as  that  ex¬ 
pressed  in  the  past  few  weeks  in  the  New  Hampshire  primaries.  This  is 
a  terrific  opportunity  to  give  the  American  public  a  complete  picture 
of  issues  and  personalities  in  the  1952  election  campaign.  We  at  NBC 
believe  in  the  theory  of  an  informed  public  and  we  are  sparing  no  ex¬ 
pense  to  make  our  New  Hampshire  primary  coverage  the  greatest  possible.” 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


INTENSIVE  PROMOTION  CAMPAIGN  TO  STRESS  COVERAGE 
OP  POLITICAL  EVENTS  ON  NBC  RADIO  NETWORK 

Keyed  to  the  slogan,  "Follow  the  Campaign  of  the  Next  Presi¬ 
dent  on  NBC,"  an  intensive  advertising  and  promotion  campaign  of  the 
network's  radio  coverage  of  the  critical  issues  and  candidates  during 
this  election  year  has  been  launched. 

Jacob  A.  Evans,  manager  of  the  NBC  Radio  Advertising  and  Pro¬ 
motion  Department,  said  that  the  campaign,  the  first  to  be  instituted 
by  any  network,  kicks  off  on  Sunday,  March  9 »  and  will  continue  through 
the  year  right  up  to  Election  Eve. 

Spearhead  of  the  operation  will  be  use  of  the  network's  own 
facilities  to  provide  an  ever-increasing,  comprehensive  schedule  of 
on-the-air  promotion  of  the  slogan  and  the  specific  events  covered  by 
the  network's  Radio  News  and  Special  Events  staff.  More  than 
$500,000  worth  of  network  air  time  will  be  devoted  to  this  phase  of 
the  campaign. 

In  addition  to  station-break  and  sign-off  announcements, 
regularly  scheduled  NBC  radio  newscasts  will  stress  NBC's  political 
coverage.  Specically-recorded  announcements  by  top-flight  NBC  news¬ 
casters,  including  Henry  Cassidy,  director  of  the  NBC  Radio  News, 
Special  Events  and  Public  Affairs  Department,  will  be  used  both  on  the 
network  and  local  NBC-affiliated  stations.  This  marks  the  first  time, 
Evans  noted,  that  the  director  of  a  network  news  department  will  be 
heard  in  such  a  capacity. 

Complementing  the  network  on-the-air  promotion  will  be  local 
station  announcements,  the  first  of  which  have  already  been  sent  to 
NBC  Radio  affiliates.  Slogan  posters  for  local  display  will  also  be 
supplied  stations  by  the  network.  Station  and  newspaper  advertisements 
will  round  out  the  campaign. 

Initial  announcements  this  week-end  will  accent  NBC's  radio 
coverage  of  the  New  Hampshire  primaries  on  Tuesday,  March  11.  Other 
important  political  events  will  receive  similar  promotion  as  they  are 
scheduled,  including  coverage  of  the  national  conventions  and  elections 
to  be  sponsored  by  the  Philco  Corporation. 

Clyde  L.  Clem,  supervisor  of  Audience  Promotion,  is  in 
charge  of  the  NBC  campaign. 
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ACTORS  EQUITY,  IN  UNIQUE  CITATION,  HONORS 
ED  WYNN’S  50  YEARS  IN  SHOW  BUSINESS 


In  observance  of  his  50th  year  in  show  business.  Actors 
Equity  Association  in  New  York  has  voted  Ed  Wynn  the  only  award  it 
has  ever  given. 

The  citation  by  Actors  Equity  lauds  Wynn  for  his  great  ser¬ 
vice  and  self-sacrifice  in  the  past  and  sends  "its  greetings  and 
heartiest  congratulations  to  a  great  comedian  and  a  loyal  member  on 
the  attainment  of  the  50th  anniversary  of  his  debut  in  the  entertain¬ 
ment  field." 

Although  few  stars  have  ever  been  able  to  look  back  on  50 
years  in  show  business  while  still  active  in  their  profession,  the 
comedian,  known  to  several  generations  as  "The  Perfect  Fool, "  is  in¬ 
augurating  his  golden  anniversary  as  an  entertainer  as  one  of  the 
rotating  stars  of  NBC -TV’s  ALL  STAR  REVUE  (Saturdays  at  8:00  p.m.,  EST). 

Wynn,  as  the  founder  of  Actors  Equity,  was  the  only  top  star 
to  undertake  negotiations  with  top  Broadway  producers  for  more  equit¬ 
able  contracts  for  performers  of  every  calibre. 

Federal,  State  and  Civic  dignitaries,  who  have  previously 
honored  Wynn  for  his  extensive  war  work  and  charitable  efforts,  are 
sending  the  comedian  wires  of  congratulations  and  additional  citations. 

Representatives  from  all  branches  of  show  business  are  pre¬ 
paring  individual  tributes  which  will  be  delivered  between  now  and  a 
special  combined  tribute  on  or  about  August  8,  1952,  the  anniversary 
of  the  date  that  Wynn  made  his  professional  debut  with  the  Thurber- 
Nasher  Repertoire  Company  in  Norwich,  Conn. 

- o - 
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NBC  RADIO  NEWS 


TOP  COMICS  TO  HONOR  JIM  AND  MARIAN  JORDAN 
FOR  '20  YEARS  OF  CLEAN  COMEDY'  ON 
•FIBBER  McGEE  AND  MOLLY'  SHOW 


A  scroll  signed  by  20  of  NBC's  famous  comics  congratulating 
Jim  and  Marian  Jordan  for  "20  years  of  clean  comedy"  will  be  presented 
to  the  couple  by  one  of  the  signers  during  the  FIBBER  McGEE  AND  MOLLY 
program  Tuesday,  March  11  (NBC  radio,  9:30  p.m,,  EST) . 

The  pair  will  also  receive  a  citation  of  commendation  from 
John  B.  Kingsley,  president  of  the  Hollywood  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
unofficial  Mayor  of  the  town. 

The  story  line  for  the  "Fibber  McGee  and  Molly"  show  that 
day  will  find  Fibber  suffering  the  pangs  of  jealousy  because  of 
a  gift  of  candy  Molly  received  from  an  anonymous  admirer.  Fibber 
returns  to  his  normal  self  when  his  ever-loving  wife  has  a  chance 
to  explain  the  gift. 

Hollywood's  one-day  name  change  to  "Wistful  Vista,  Calif.," 
was  made  official  yesterday  (6)  when  Honorary  Mayor  Kingsley  issued 
the  following  proclamation: 

"WHEREAS:  Jim  and  Marian  Jordan,  known  nation¬ 

ally  as  'Fibber  McGee  and  Molly, '  have  for  20  years 
entertained  radio  audiences  with  their  good,  clean, 
wholesome  American  humor  and  wit,  and 

WHEREAS:  The  said  Jim  and  Marian  Jordan  have 
brought  great  honor  and  recognition  both  to  the  en¬ 
tertainment  industry  and  to  Hollywood, 

BE  IT  HEREBY  RESOLVED  THAT:  As  an  especial  honor 
to  them  the  City  of  Hollywood  be  renamed  for  the  day, 

March  11,  1952,  'Wistful  Vista,  Calif.'  after  the 
fictitious  town  made  famous  on  the  Fibber  McGee  and 
Molly  radio  program, " 
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•Fibber  McGee ' 


The  Los  Angeles  County  Board  of  Supervisors  adopted  a 
resolution  granting  permission  for  the  County  band  to  play  in  two 
concerts  honoring  the  Jordans  on  March  11.  Sponsored  by  the  Holly¬ 
wood  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  concerts  will  be  held  on  the  corners  of 
Hollywood  and  Vine  and  Hollywood  and  Highland, 

The  Chamber  itself  is  pledged  to  support  the  event  "on  an 
all-out  basis."  Business  and  professional  groups  throughout  the  film 
capital  also  will  honor  the  NBC  comedians. 
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TED  COTT  13  ELECTED  A  VICE  PRESIDENT  OF  NBC 
K - #  K - 

Tod  Cott,  general  manager  of  WNBC,  WNBC-FM  and  WNBT,  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company's  flagship  stations  in  New  York  City,  has 
been  elected  a  vice-president  of  the  company. 

Cott' s  election  to  a  vice-presidency  took  place  at  the  regu¬ 
lar  monthly  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  Friday,  March  7,  and  was 
l  announced  today  by  Joseph  H.  McConnell,  president# 

Cott  Joined  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  in  April,  1950, 
as  general  manager  of  the  three  stations  which  NBC  owns  in  Mew  York 
City.  Under  his  direction,  the  stations  reached  new  peaks  of  attain¬ 
ment  in  programming,  sales  and  community  service.  Cott  is  widely 
known  in  the  industry  for  his  shrewd  sense  of  business  and  strong 

talent  for  dramatic,  creative  programming. 

Born  in  Poughkeepsie,  N.Y.,  on  Jan.  1,  1917/  Cott  began  his 
radio  career  at  the  age  of  16  on  the  staff  of  New  York  City’s  municipal 
station,  V/IIYC ,  as  an  announcer,  producer  and  director.  While  at  WNYC, 
Cott  created  "Symphonic  Varieties"  and  turned  it  into  a  musical  quiz 
entitled  "3o  You  Think  You  Know  Music." 

►  (more) 
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2  -  Ted  Cott 


In  1939 y  he  moved  this  program  to  the  CBS  network  and  became 
a  free-lance  producer.  He  directed  '‘Society  Girl,"  a  daytime  serial, 
and  was  the  emcee  on  the  Coca-Cola  -~  Andre  Kostelanetz  program.  For 
the  next  four  years  Cott  produced  the  "RCA  Victor  Sounding  Board"  over 
WEAF  (now  WNBC),  "Whatfs  the  Good  Word?"  over  Mutual,  and  directed 
ether  top-flight  dramatic  programs. 

In  1944 }  Cott  joined  WNEW  as  director  of  programming  and  was 
later  appointed  vice  president  in  charge  of  programming.  At  WNEW  he 
developed  a  new  concept  of  public  service  programming  --  selling  ideas, 
such  as  racial  tolerance,  with  the  imagination  and  drama  usually  re¬ 
served  for  commercial  broadcasting.  During  Cott's  seven  years  with 
WNEW,  the  station  received  45  major  awards. 

At  NBC  Cott  initiated  for  the  network's  key  stations  such 

public  service  campaigns  as  a  series  of  specially  filmed  "freedom  an- 

/ 

nouncements"  for  TV,  showing  time -honored  documents  from  the  Library 
of  Congress  --  original  copies  of  "The  Gettysburg  Address,"  "Declara¬ 
tion  of  Independence"  and  others. 

In  October,  1950,  Cott  was  honored  by  the  French  government 
for  his  efforts  in  increasing  good  will  between  the  United  States  and 
France  through  the  medium  of  broadcasting  and  was  awarded  the  Legion 
of  Honor. 

Cott  has  written  four  books,  written  and  produced  33  child¬ 
ren's  record  albums  and  taught  radio,  script  writing  and  directing  at 
CCNY  and  Fordham  University. 

In  May,  1951,  WNBC  under  his  direction  was  cited  by  Variety 
as  the  outstanding  Station  Operation  in  the  United  States. 

- 0 - 
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NBC  BROADCASTS  EXCLUSIVE  STATEMENTS  BY  TAFT, 

KEFAUVER  AND  SHERMAN  FROM  NEW  HAMPSHIRE 
AS  HIGHLIGHTS  OF  PRIMARY  BATTLE 

CONCORD,  N.H.  --  Exclusive  statements  by  Senator  Robert  Taft, 
Senator  Estes  Kefauver  and  Governor  Sherman  Adams  highlighted  NBC's 
first  major  radio  report  from  Concord  Sunday  night,  March  9  at 
10:00  p.m.  (EST) . 

Correspondents  W.W.  Chaplin,  Leon  Pearson  and  George  Hicks, 
who  had  accompanied  Taft,  Kefauver  and  spokesmen  for  other  candidates 
on  stumping  tours  through  the  White  Mountain  State,  reported  to  the 
nation  on  the  half-hour  special  event  broadcast  direct  from  NBC  News 
headquarters  in  the  New  Hampshire  capital. 

NBC  television  cameramen  ended  five  days  of  filming  the  major 
contestants  in  the  Republican  and  Democratic  primaries  as  they  moved 
throughout  the  state.  NBC-TV  films  have  been  a  feature  of  "Today"  and 
the  "Camel  News  Caravan"  this  past  week. 

NBC's  Television  and  Radio  reporting  crews  are  among  the 
more  than  100  newspaper  correspondents  from  all  parts  of  the  nation  who 
are  reporting  the  country's  first  primary  election  of  the  1952  politi¬ 
cal  campaign.  Perhaps  100,000  votes  will  be  cast  tomorrow,  March  11. 

Radio  News  Editor  Arthur  Wakelee  established  NBC's  combined 
radio-TV  news  headquarters  in  the  Rose  Room  of  the  Eagle  Hotel  last 
week,  while  TV  News  Editor  John  Lynch  and  his  two  sound-film  crews  were 
touring  the  state.  Originally  NBC  and  WBZ-TV  Boston  had  spent  a  month 
attempting  to  establish  a  microwave  relay  system  connecting  New 
Hampshire  with  the  NBC-TV  network  at  Boston  in  the  hope  of  bringing 
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live  telecasts  of  the  primary  elections  direct  to  the  nation.  Con¬ 
tinuous  storms  and  deep  snows  made  it  impossible  for  engineers  to  erect 
the  necessary  booster  antennae  atop  mountains  at  Nashua,  N.H.,  and 
Arlington,  Mass,,  to  carry  the  electronic  signal  from  an  NBC-TV  mobile 
unit  located  in  Manchester,  N.H.  When  "live"  telecasts  became  im¬ 
possible,  NBC-TV  moved  its  film  coverage  into  high  gear,  chartering  a 
plane  and  shipping  latest  films  twice  a  day  to  New  York  for  immediate 
projection  on  regularly  scheduled  TV  news  programs.  On  two  successive 
days  storms  canceled  all  flights  and  Editor  John  Lynch  was  forced  to 
drive  all  the  way  to  Boston,  a  distance  of  100  miles,  to  ship  the  pre¬ 
cious  canisters. 

Cameramen  Joe  Vadala  and  Tom  Priestley  headed  separate  film 
crews  who  drove  over  icy  roads  to  catch  up  with  Senators  Taft  and 
Kefauver  as  they  spoke  in  their  own  behalf  in  numerous  towns  and  cities 
and  to  film  Governor  Adams  and  Paul  Hoffman,  former  head  of  the  ECA, 
as  they  stumped  for  General  Eisenhower.  NBC-TV  crews  drove  1,000 
miles  and  shot  10,000  feet  of  l6  MM  and  35  MM  film  under  the  worst 
possible  conditions  of  snow,  storm  and  sleet.  Had  it  not  been  for  an 
electric  camera  warmer  invented  by  soundman  Warren  Redden  for  the 
portable  sound  cameras,  much  of  the  film  gear  would  have  been  made 
inoperative  by  freezing  temperatures. 

NBC’s  team  of  correspondents  in  New  Hampshire  --  Chaplin, 
Hicks  and  Pearson  --  have  interviewed  Senators  Kefauver  and  Taft  as 
well  as  supporters  of  President  Truman,  who  opposes  Kefauver  in  the 
Democratic  primary;  and  boosters  for  General  Eisenhower  who  have  been 
attacking  Taft. 
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Up-to-the-minute  reports  from  NBC*s  news  headquarters  in 
Concord,  N.H.,  will  be  features  of  all  regularly  scheduled  radio  news 
programs.  On  primary  night  (Tuesday)  NBC  will  broadcast  a  special 
12:30  a.m.  report  on  latest  returns  in  the  elections.  Other  NBC 
news  broadcasts  will  carry  final  results  and  local  reaction  to  the 
figures  from  numerous  points  through  New  Hampshire. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


JACK  CARSON  STARTS  REHEARSALS  FOR  BROADWAY  SHOW 

Jack  Carson,  NBC-TV  comedian,  began  re¬ 
hearsing  today  for  a  lead  role  in  the  Broadway 
revival  of  "Of  Thee  I  Sing."  He  will  co-star 
with  Victor  Moore  in  the  George  S.  Kaufman- 
Morrie  Ryskind  musical  comedy  hit  with  a  politi¬ 
cal  flavor.  The  musical,  which  will  mark 
Carson’s  first  Broadway  stage  appearance,  is 
scheduled  to  open  in  New  York  on  or  about  May  1 . 

Carson  will  continue  to  alternate  as  one 
of  the  comic  stars  of  NBC -TV’s  ALL  STAR  REVUE 
(Saturdays  at  8:00  p.m.,  EST). 
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March  11,  1952 

STATIONS  KDTH  AND  WMNC  SIGN  AFFILIATION 
CONTRACTS  WITH  NBC  RADIO  NETWORK 

Radio  stations  KDTH,  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  WMNC,  Morganton,  N.C., 
have  signed  affiliation  contracts  with  the  NBC  radio  network,  Carleton 
D.  Smith,  vice  president  in  charge  of  Station  Relations,  announced 
today . 

Smith  pointed  out  that  during  the  past  few  months,  in  line 
with  general  facilities  expansion  plans,  the  following  stations  have 
also  concluded  arrangements  to  carry  NBC  network  programming: 

KORK,  Las  Vegas,  Nev. 

KCIL,  Houma,  La, 

KVGB,  Great  Bend,  Kans . 

WRON,  Ronceverte,  W.  Va. 

WJBS ,  De  Land,  Fla. 

WREL,  Lexington,  Va. 

WROD,  Daytona  Beach,  Fla. 

WIRA,  Fort  Pierce,  Fla. 

WCEN,  Mount  Pleasant,  Mich. 

WPUV,  Pulaski,  Va. 


AMERICA’S  NO.  1 


NETWORK  ■  THE  NATIONAL  BROAOCASTING  COMPANY 


..  • 


.  , 


•  . 


...  :  ...  ..  .r,v. 


•  '  :  ■  1  '  , 

;  ■  -  •  •  •  .  •  .  ■  ,  ■ 

.  ■  •  .  . 


tt  ■■  ,  J  . 

'  '  •  •.  1  v  1  or 


. 

. 

. "  •  ..'i  ,  '  '  riO 

ti:  '  '• 

,  •  .  1  : 

t1  ' 

. 

l  ■ 

, 

. 

r 

.  ■ 

.  . 

.  • 

NBC  RADIO  SCORES  NOTABLE  ‘FIRSTS’  IN  DIRECT  REPORTS 
FROM  REVOLT  AREA  IN  CUBA,  AND  COVERAGE 
OF  ARNOLD  SCHUSTER  MURDER 

NBC’s  radio  newsmen  scored  notable  "firsts"  in  coverage  of 
the  murder  of  Arnold  Schuster,  whose  tip  led  to  the  capture  of  bank 
robber  Willie  Sutton,  and  the  military  coup  d’etat  of  Gen.  Fulgencio 
Batista,  who  ousted  President  Carlos  Prio  Socarras  in  Cuba. 

After  the  first  radio  news  of  Schuster's  murder  was  aired  or 
the  NBC  network,  Saturday  night,  March  8,  NBC  reporter  Don  Meany  rush¬ 
ed  to  the  scene  of  the  crime  in  Brooklyn,  N.Y.,  with  tape-recording 
equipment,  and  obtained  statements  from  Police  Commissioner  George  P. 
Monaghan,  the  medical  examiner  and  others.  These  recordings  were 
broadcast  Sunday  at  8:00  a.m.,  locally,  and  9:00  a.m.,  EST,  on  the  net¬ 
work. 

NBC  reporter  Bill  Bales  covered  the  Schuster  story  with  a 
tape-recorder  all  day  Sunday,  recorded  statements  by  neighbors  who 
registered  surprise,  indignation  and  fear.  "Mike  95*"  NBC's  Sunday 
program  of  significant  news  stories,  was  re -made  to  include  portions 
of  the  most  recent  developments  in  the  Schuster  case;  plus  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Schuster  himself  by  NBC's  W.W.  Chaplin  when  Schuster  first 
came  into  the  news  as  the  man  who  spotted  Sutton  on  Feb.  18. 

Last  night  NBC  reporter  Chet  Hagan  covered  a  citizens'  pro¬ 
test  meeting  in  Brooklyn,  and  the  tape  recordings  were  heard  at  11:00 
last  night. 

The  first  direct  reports  from  the  revolt  area  in  Cuba  were 
broadcast  on  the  NBC  network  when  Edward  Scott,  NBC  Havana  correspon¬ 
dent  who  works  for  the  Havana  Post,  described  the  scene  during  NBC's 
1:30  p.m.  news  report  yesterday.  He  would  have  been  on  earlier,  he 
explained  to  the  NBC  New  York  newsroom,  except  that  the  exit  to  the 
Sevilla -Biltmore  Hotel,  where  he  stays,  was  barricaded  and  "things 
are  a  little  abnormal  here." 

A  portion  of  Gen,  Batista's  message  to  the  Cuban  people  was 
rebroadcast  on  Morgan  Beatty's  "News  of  the  World"  program  at  11:15 
last  night. 
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NBC  ELECTION  NEWS 
* - * 

NBC  NEWSMEN  INTERVIEW  NEW  HAMPSHIRE'S 
CITIZENS  IN  PRIMARY  ELECTION  COVERAGE 

CONCORD,  N.H.  --  On  the  eve  of  the  nation's  first  primary 
election  of  1952,  NBC's  combined  radio  and  television  news  team  re¬ 
ported  official  sentiments  direct  from  Harold  Stassen's  press  con¬ 
ference  in  the  shadow  of  the  New  Hampshire  State  House,  and  grass 
root  sentiments  from  people  in  snow- drifted  country  villages. 

George  Hicks,  Leon  Pearson  and  W.W.  Chaplin  interviewed 
Stassen,  third  Republican  candidate  in  the  primary  election  in  which 
Senator  Robert  Taft  and  General  Dwight  Eisenhower  are  the  leading 
contestants.  Pearson  and  Hicks  then  rode  out  into  the  snow-laden 
countryside  to  interview  an  antiques  dealer  in  Northwood  Ridge, 

Mrs.  Beatrice  Lowry,  who  said  that  she  was  for  Taft.  At  Beerfield 
Center,  Bill  O'Neal,  who  runs  the  General  Store,  admitted  that  he  was 
one  of  the  two  town  Democrats  but  wouldn't  tell  George  Hicks  if  he 
favored  Senator  Estes  Kefauver,  who  is  disputing  the  Democratic 
primary  with  President  Truman.  Kefauver  has  made  his  headquarters  in 
Concord's  Eagle  Hotel  where  NBC  has  established  its  news  center,  com¬ 
plete  with  teletype  service,  open  phone  wires  to  New  York  and  Boston 
and  a  24-hour-a-day  editor  on  duty.  Arthur  Wakelee  is  in  charge. 

Meanwhile,  two  television  news  crews  were  ranging  through 
the  mountainous  northern  part  of  the  granite  state  to  film  typical 
localities  where  town  meetings  will  follow  the  primary  elections. 
George  Hicks  spoke  with  Dave  Garroway  during  Monday  morning's  "Today" 
program  to  inform  NBC  televiewers  of  the  latest  developments  in 
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2  -  NBC  Election  News 

New  Hampshire.  Hicks  was  heard  a  few  minutes  later,  at  8:00  a.m., 

EST,  on  "World  News  Roundup"  (Radio  network  except  WNBC).  Leon 
Pearson  introduced  Harold  Stassen  to  NBC  listeners  again  on  the 
1:30  p.m.  (EST)  ‘‘Merrill  Mueller  and  the  News"  program  (Network  ex¬ 
cept  WNBC).  The  trio  of  NBC  correspondents  here  --  Hicks,  Chaplin 
and  Pearson  —  joined  forces  later  in  the  day  to  give  their  final 
pre-primary  summary  of  candidates,  issues  and  varied  popular  opinion 
on  the  7:30  p.m.  (EST)  edition  of  "News  of  the  World,"  and  again  at 
11:15  P.m.  (network  except  WNBC). 

NBC-TV  films,  flown  specially  from  New  Hampshire,  were  high¬ 
lights  of  Monday  night’s  "Camel  News  Caravan"  at  7:45  p.m.  (EST)  and 
of  WNBT’s  "Eleventh  Hour  News."  Sunday  night’s  "Eleventh  Hour  News" 
carried  pictures  of  Senator  Kefauver  and  his  wife  attending  church  in 
Concord  at  Noon  that  very  day. 

Today  --  Primary  Day  --  NBC  newsmen  will  film  and  voice - 
report  the  voting,  the  annual  town  meetings  which  accompany  the  prim¬ 
ary  elections  and  the  latest  results  until  after  midnight.  NBC  radio 
plans  a  special  broadcast  from  Concord  at  12:30  a.m.  tonight  to  bring 
the  latest  possible  results  after  having  reported  the  progress  of  the 
granite  state  voting  throughout  the  day  on  regularly  scheduled 
broadcasts . 

NBC-TV  will  have  films  and  sound  reports  throughout  on 
"Today,"  "Camel  News  Caravan"  and  "Eleventh  Hour  News."  John  Lynch 
is  TV  News  Editor  in  charge  of  New  Hampshire  coverage. 

A  special  TV  report  from  New  Hampshire  is  scheduled  for 
11:15  p.m.  Radio  reports  will  be  heard  at  8:00  a.m.  and  1:30  p.m. 
(Network  except  WNBC);  7:30  p.m.  and  11:15  p.m.  (network  except  WNBC) 
in  addition  to  the  special  program  from  12:30  a.m.,  tonight  until 
12:55  a.m. 
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NBC -TV  PROGRAM  NEWS 


VIEWERS  ACCLAIM  ’LIGHTS  OUT’  TELECAST 
ON  WORK  OF  THE  EYE  BANK 

'The  finest  show  I  have  ever  witnessed  on  ’Lights  Out’*"  "A 
most  inspiring  show."  "My  sincere  compliments  to  NBC  for  giving  us  suci 
a  wonderful  warm  show." 

These  were  only  a  few  of  the  many  telephone  calls  received  a 
NBC  after  the  LIGHTS  OUT  telecast  of  "The  Eyes  from  San  Francisco"  on 
Monday,  Feb.  18.  Producer  Herbert  Swope,  Jr.,  in  cooperation  with  the 
Eye  Bank  for  Sight  Restoration,  had  presented  a  documentary  drama  on 
the  work  of  the  Eye  Bank. 

Four  of  the  many  persons  who  called  after  the  show  went  off 
the  air  wanted  to  procure  forms  to  fill  out  for  the  purpose  of  donating 
their  eyes  after  death  to  the  Bank. 

Several  hundred  letters  poured  into  NBC  from  various  sections 
of  the  country. 

"Wonderful,  fine  acting,  and  a  play  with  a  message,"  wrote  a 
couple  from  New  Jersey. 

"Never  thought  I’d  be  writing  a  fan  letter.  Your  ’Eyes  from 
San  Francisco’  tonight  was  worth  so  much,"  said  a  lady  in  New  York. 

A  man  from  Louisville,  Ky.,  wrote,  "Your  program  on  the  work 
of  the  Eye  Bank  organization  was  most  commendable." 

Another  letter  from  New  York  said,  "It  was  the  best  show  you 
ever  had  on  television  --  the  story  was  real  --  you  dealt  with  facts." 

The  most  gratifying  news  came  from  Mrs.  Aida  de  Acosta  Breck¬ 
inridge,  executive  director  of  the  Eye  Bank.  She  notified  Swope  that 
the  bank  had  received  1,000  requests  for  further  data  on  the  Bank;  85$ 
of  which  indicated  their  desire  to  will  their  eyes  to  the  Eye  Bank,  The 
letters  came  from  all  parts  of  this  country  .as  well  as  from  Canada, 

In  addition  --  although  the  program  did  not  solicit  contri¬ 
butions  —  the  Bank  received  over  $100  in  cash  donations. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


if. 

NATIONAL  CONFERENCE  OF  CHRISTIANS  AND  JEWS  HONORS 
•FIRESIDE  THEATRE’  FOR  PRESENTING  ’THE  LOTTERY’ 

— - ,\p  _  5/ 

"The  Lottery,"  a  drama  adapted  from  Shirley  Jackson’s 
famous  short  story  and  produced  on  FIRESIDE  THEATRE  on  Aug.  21,  1951 
(NBC-TV,  Tuesdays,  9:00  p.m.,  EST)  has  been  given  the  Annual  Award  for 
Television  Network  Single  Programs  by  the  National  Conference  of 
Christians  and  Jews. 

The  citation,  presented  at  a  ceremony  last  week  at  NBC,  New 
York,  by  Dr.  Everett  R.  Clinchy,  president  of  the  National  Conference, 
to  Albert  McCleery,  who  produced  and  directed  the  show,  reads: 

"For  outstanding  contribution  during  the  past  year  to  mutual 
understanding  and  respect  among  people  of  diverse  backgrounds  through 
the  powerful  medium  of  television." 

- o - 

ALBERT  McCLEERY  TO  TALK  ON  ’COMMUNICATION  ARTS’ 

Albert  McCleery,  producer-director  of  CAMEO  THEATER  on  NBC- 
TV  (Sundays,  10:30  p.m.,  EST)  will  address  the  student  body  of 
Brandeis  University  in  Waltham,  Mass.,  Monday,  March  17.  His  subject 
will  be  "Communication  Arts:  The  American  Opportunity." 

McCleery,  who  introduced  arena  theater  techniques  in  tele¬ 
vision,  recently  produced  and  directed  a  three-part  presentation  of 
Ibsen’s  classic,  "Peer  Gynt,"  on  three  consecutive  Sunday  telecasts  of 
his  "Cameo  Theater."  This  innovation  in  programming  of  a  serious 
classic  in  three  installments  was  hailed  by  many  critics  as  a  big  step 
forward  in  this  area  of  entertainment. 

- o - 


NBC -New  York,  3/11/52 


2HT  30X'89fiXV*’ 

,Vo  — <— — ■ '  ■■  —  v 

' 

* nosdioeL  ^eliirfS  mo'll  bojqBbs  smsnb  s  T  •  iXT ” 

o<i  t12  .  quA  no  oHTA^HT  EClIS^ifil'n  no  br  oubciq  bn s  cts  iicrla  an 
b'iswA  IsunnA  srij  novig  nesd  serf  ( T23  *  ./n.q  00:Q  te\rfibn ooT  tVT- 
1  son'islncO  IsnclisW  erfd  Bmengc'-il  elgnl?,  ^'icwdeH  ncisJtv 

. eweL  bns  ansi  2s 

VI  % OSM  as  >l9ew  Iasi  Tjnoras  6  ts  6  9iB9*fq  t-ifol$s$lo  eriT 
nonelnoO  i.sncietsH  9/11  'io  Ineblaeiq  t^rion  tI0  .H  j  i:-r  *v  •  .*ia  <■ 
! 8bS9T  t  wort  a  ©ril  bolcsnib  bns  bsouDcorq  oriw  ^yi'ioeEOoM  died!. 
Inm  ol  1B9Y  la  so  aril  gninnb  noldudindnco  gnibns  lalno  no^f" 

ood  sa'isvib  lc  9Xqo9q  gncms  Iboqafi  6ns  gnibnslsn 

f! . . !  o  !  a  l-  v c'  I  e  1  ' :  o  mu  t  b  e  m  Inin  aw  q 
- -o - -- 

1  3THA  VfOITAOIllU!  :MOO  »  HO  XJAT  OT  YH33J30M  !’ 'ii  ;SLIA 
'•  MAO  lo  *io^09tbb-*X99i/bo,xg  .  .<■• 

lo  v;lv  d  jr  b;  18  nr!;r  ag9*ibbs  litw  (T  'Y  tlin;q  0£:  ;.r  ^nbm/3; 
M  iTX  rfo*X6M  tYSbncM  %.86aM  ^msdlisW  1  !  :U  tlsbt 

■ 

Die:.'  1  ’  a«t/piiirios$  nolsoril  6n9*X*  •baoufeottfal  crtw  .^'looIOoM 
lc  noilalrtoec’nq  1rrsq-99rirI1  s  beloenib  bns  bsoubonq  qi  In  9  o  err  tno.! 

i<  0 

auoii98  s  lo  gni  mms'igo'iq  rri  aoXIfivonat  alrtT  ".'isiseriT  o9aa 
3  gid  s  as  eol liio  XflBjQ  \:cf  b&flsrf  bbw  s InomI I alani  ni  oia? 

. In^mnisdnolns  lc  sans  aider  ni  bnet* 


o 


YORK 

PR-17A-9-45 


March  12,  1952 


'Gangbusters'  on  TV 

New  NBC  Series  to  Start  March  20 


PREMIERE 

GANGBUSTERS,  a  dramatic  crime -expose'  series,  will  start 
Thursday,  March  20  (9? 00-9? 30  p»m.,  EST)  on  NBC-TV  and  will  alternate 
I  each  Thursday  thereafter  with  '’Dragnet."  'The  Case  of  Joseph  McCann, 
an  authentic  police  story  of  a  widely-sought  thief  and  killer,  will 

be  the  first  "Gangbusters"  dramatization. 

Based  on  actual  case  histories  taken  from  the  files  of  city, 
state  and  federal  law  enforcement  agencies,  "Gangbusters"  will  cite 
names,  places,  dates  and  circumstances  with  complete  adherence  to  fact. 
Phillips  H.  Lord  is  writer-creator  of  the  filmed  series  and  will  be 
seen  in  opening  and  closing  commentaries  on  each  show.  Chesterfield 
Cigarettes  is  the  sponsor. 

Long  one  of  radio’s  top  favorites,  "Gangbusters"  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  offer  up-to-the-minute  clues  on  wanted  criminals  in  its  video 


(more) 
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2  -  1 Gangbusters 1 

version,  a  feature  that  has  been  responsible  thus  far  for  the  appre¬ 
hension  of  more  than  125  major  offenders  of  the  law* 

Producer  Phillips  H.  Lord  has  spent  many  months  researching 
police  and  courtroom  records,  files  and  transcripts,  as  well  as 
tracking  down  leads  on  convicts'  case  histories,  in  preparing  the 
authentic  material  on  which  the  "Gangbusters”  TV  series  will  be 
based. 

Cunningham  and  Walsh,  Inc.,  is  the  agency  for  the  sponsor. 
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March  12,  1952 
HARRY  BANNISTER  TO  JOIN  NBC 

New  York,  March  12  --  Harry  Bannister,  general  manager  of 
Stations  WWJ,  WWJ-FM  and  WWJ-TV,  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  is  joining  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company  in  an  executive  capacity.  He  will 
assume  his  new  duties  on  April  14. 

The  announcement  of  Bannister’s  affiliation  with  NBC  was 
made  by  Joseph  H.  McConnell,  network  president. 

Bannister,  one  of  the  industry’s  most  colorful  and  widely 
known  figures,  is  a  veteran  of  more  than  20  years  in  the  broadcasting 
business.  Under  his  guidance  Station  WWJ  has  become  one  of  the  most 
successful  stations  in  the  nation.  Bannister  was  a  pioneer  in  tele¬ 
vision,  and  under  his  leadership  Station  WWJ-TV  went  on  the  air  in 
Detroit  on  March  5*  1948. 

Most  recently,  Bannister  completely  reorganized  the  sales 
and  programming  policies  of  WWJ  and  the  new  ideas  and  concepts  which 
he  introduced  gave  the  station  an  outstanding  sales  record  against 
television  competition. 

”We  are  extremely  fortunate  in  being  able  to  induce  Harry 
Bannister  to  join  our  network  organization/  said  McConnell.  "As  a 
successful  station  operator  for  more  than  20  years,  as  a  director  of 
the  National  Association  of  Broadcasters,  as  a  member  of  our  NBC 

(more  ) 
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2  -  Harry  Bannister 


Stations  Planning  and  Advisory  Committee,  he  acquired  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  the  broadcasting  business.  His  business  acumen,  his 
ability  to  gauge  and  evaluate  changing  trends  in  public  taste,  his 
record  of  accomplishment  in  the  field  of  public  affairs  and  education 
for  which  his  stations  have  been  repeatedly  honored,  and  his  leader¬ 
ship  in  solving  industry  problems  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  NBC  and  its  affiliated  stations." 

Bannister  was  born  in  New  York  City  April  30,  189^.  Follow¬ 
ing  17  months  of  service  overseas  in  World  War  I,  he  began  his  career 
as  a  salesman  in  the  motion  picture  field.  Then  followed  four  years 
of  sales  duties  for  the  American  Druggists  Syndicate,  two  years  with 
Park  and  Tilford  and  four  years  with  the  DuPont  organization. 

Bannister  entered  the  radio  field  in  the  sales  department  of 
Station  WMBC  in  Detroit  in  1931.  After  a  brief  period  there  Bannister 
joined  Station  WJR  as  a  salesman.  He  first  became  affiliated  with 
Station  WWJ,  then  and  now  owned  by  the  Detroit  News,  as  a  salesman 
January  1,  1933.  He  was  appointed  sales  manager  in  April,  1935,  and 
became  general  manager  in  November,  19^1,  also  later  becoming  manager 
of  the  FM  station  and  the  television  station  as  they  began  operations. 

For  many  years  Bannister  led  the  industry  movement  for  a 
code  of  standards  and  practices.  His  own  code  was  self-imposed  for 
the  Detroit  television  station  in  19^7. 

Typical  of  Bannister’s  belief  in  the  future  of  television  is 
the  fact  that  WWJ  for  10  years  paid  rent  for  a  building  tower  in 
Detroit  in  the  knowledge  that  it  would  ultimately  require  that  site 
for  a  television  antenna. 

Bannister  is  married  to  the  former  Barbara  Ann  Lawrence. 

They  have  two  grown  daughters. 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


ROUND-THE-CLOCK  REPORTS  OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  VOTING 
HIGHLIGHT  NBC  COVERAGE  OF  ALL  PHASES  OF  PRIMARY 

*  - *  -35-  - -35- 

CONCORD,  N.H.  --  Radio  is  everywhere,  as  W.W.  Chaplin,  one 

of  NBC’s  team  of  correspondents  who  covered  Tuesday’s  New  Hampshire 
primaries,  will  agree,  Chaplin’s  first  report  last  Sunday  direct  from 
NBC  news  headauarters  at  Concord,  capital  of  the  granite  state, 
brought  a  phone  call  from  a  friend  he  hadn’t  seen  in  38  years.  And 
Chaplin’s  friend,  Eliot  Foot,  then  proved  New  Hampshire’s  claim  to 
being  a  neighborly  state  by  introducing  him  to  the  town  meeting  at 
Sutton,  with  386  registered  voters.  Chaplin  tape-recorded  the  town 
meeting  for  NBC’s  special  half-hour  radio  report  on  the  New  Hampshire 
elections  at  12:30  a.m.,  EST,  Tuesday, 

Listeners  heard  the  voices  of  Sutton’s  town  moderator  and 
its  citizens  voting  down  a  proposal  to  remove  the  ancient  watering 
trough  that  has  stood  for  half  a  century  on  the  village  green. 

Listeners  also  heard  Senator  Estes  Kefauver  make  an  exclusive  victory 
statement  as  half-way  returns  showed  him  leading  President  Truman  by 
several  thousand  votes  in  the  Democratic  primary.  Kefauver,  the  only 
candidate  remaining  in  New  Hampshire  for  the  primaries  after  a  vigor¬ 
ous  two-week  campaign,  was  a  frequent  visitor  to  NBC  news  headquarters 
in  Concord’s  Eagle  Hotel  during  the  evening  as  ballot  reports  were 
tabulated  from  all  over  the  state. 

NBC's  half-hour  broadcast  from  12:30  to  12:55  a.m.,  EST, 
planned  by  Arthur  Wakelee,  radio  news  editor  in  Concord,  ended  a 
round-the-clock  series  of  grassroot  reports  direct  from  New  Hampshire 

(more ) 
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2  -  New  Hampshire  Voting 


on  primary  day.  The  contest  in  the  Republican  primary  between  sup¬ 
porters  of  General  Eisenhower  and  boosters  of  Senator  Taft  was  matched 
in  interest  by  Senator  Kefauver’s  campaign  against  President  Truman  in 
the  Democratic  primary.  NBC’s  trio  of  correspondents  --  Chaplin, 
George  Hicks  and  Leon  Pearson  --  covered  the  pre-primary  campaigns 
and  the  actual  balloting  every  step  of  the  way. 

On  primary  day  alone  NBC  originated  10  radio  and  television 
broadcasts  direct  from  New  Hampshire  as  part  of  the  network’s  report 
on  the  nation's  first  voting  of  the  1952  presidential  election  cam¬ 
paign.  Chaplin,  Pearson  and  Hicks  were  heard  on  ;,Today, "  the  "World 
News  Roundup"  (radio  network  except  WNBC),  on  Richard  Harkness* 
morning  news  telecast  from  Washington  at  11:45  a.m.,  on  "Merrill 
Mueller  and  the  News"  (radio  network  except  WNBC)  at  1:30  p.m.  At 
7:30  p.m.,  on  the  first  edition  of  "News  of  the  World'  (radio  network) 
carried  four  minutes  of  reports  and  commentary  direct  from  Concord, 
as  did  NBC-TV’s  "Camel  News  Caravan"  at  7:45  p.m. 

A  few  minutes  later,  W.W.  Chaplin  reported  directly  to  Mid¬ 
western  listeners  over  NBC  affiliate  station  KSD,  St.  Louis.  Again, 
at  11:15  p.m.  (radio  network  except  WNBC)  Chaplin  reported  the  latest 
ballot  count  during  NBC’s  second  edition  of  "News  of  the  World." 

At  11:15  NBC  television  news  carried  a  15-minute  special  sound-picture 
roundup  of  the  primaries.  Then,  at  12:30  a.m.  Wednesday,  NBC  radio 
listeners  heard  latest  vote  counts  during  the  25-minute  special  broad¬ 
cast  just  before  the  network  closed. 


NBC-  NBC-New  York,  3/12/52 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


NBC  BROADCASTS  ‘CHALLENGE, 1  ON  LIVES  OP 
FRED  TENUTO  AND  WILLIE  SUTTON 

"Challenge,"  a  special  dramatic  documentary  on  the  career  of 
the  nation's  number  one  fugitive,  Fred  Tenuto,  one  of  the  suspects  in 
the  murder  of  Arnold  Schuster,  was  presented  on  NBC  radio  last  night 
(March  11),  10:35-11:00  p.m.,  EST, 

A  challenge  to  the  underworld  and  to  all  upright  citizens  to 
capture  wanted  criminals,  "Challenge"  used  portions  of  NBC’s  "Wanted" 
radio  program  which,  during  the  Summer  of  1950,  traced  the  careers  of 

Willie  Sutton,  Fred  Tenuto  and  other  public  enemies, 

0 

Produced  by  Walter  McGraw,  who  traveled  all  over  the  United 
States  interviewing  people  and  making  tape  recordings  which  penetrate 
to  the  heart  of  crime,  "Challenge"  was  brought  up  to  date  with  special 
tape-recorded  interviews  by  NBC’s  News  and  Special  Events  Department 
with  the  medical  examiner.  Police  Commissioner  Monaghan  and  neighbors 
at  the  scene  of  the  murder  of  Arnold  Schuster, 

"Challenge"  cancelled  "The  Man  Called  X"  on  the  network  for 
March  11  only, 

- o - 

•TELEVISION  RECITAL  HALL’  MOVES  TO  SUNDAY  TIME  SPOT 

The  NBC  TELEVISION  RECITAL  HALL  will  be  heard  on  Sunday 
afternoons  starting  March  16  (NBC-TV,  4:30  p.m,,  EST) ,  The  program 
was  formerly  telecast  on  Saturdays,  at  5:30  p.m,,  EST. 

The  first  artists  appearing  in  this  new  time  period  are  the 

Reginald  Kell  Players.  Their  program  originally  was  announced  for 
Saturday,  March  15. 

As  previously  announced,  the  program  will  move  on  May  4  to 
3:30  p.m., on  Sunday  afternoons  and  will  be  seen  on  alternate  Sundays 
throughout  the  Summer.  Charles  Polacheck  is  producer  of  the  series  and 
John  Bloch  is  television  director.  Robert  Denton  announces. 

- o - 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


KNOX  GELATINE  TO  SPONSOR  ‘TODAY*  SEGMENT 

The  Knox  Gelatine  Co.,  of  Johnstown,  N.Y.  will 
sponsor  the  8:45-8:55  a.m.  Monday  segment  of  TODAY, 
NBC-TV  early  morning  news  and  special  events  pro¬ 
gram  with  Dave  Garroway,  starting  March  24.  Agency 
for  the  advertiser  is  William  H.  Weintraub  &  Co,, 
Inc.  "Today"  is  seen  Mondays  through  Fridays  on  the 
NBC-TV  network  7:00-9:00  a.m.  EST  and  CST. 


JOHN  WILKOFF  TO  JOIN  NBC  CO-OP  SALES 

John  Wilkoff  has  joined  the  Co-op  Sales  Department  of  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company  as  Promotion  Manager,  Lud  Simmel, 
manager,  announced  today, 

Wilkoff  comes  to  NBC  from  the  executive  staff  of  the  Broad¬ 
cast  Advertising  Bureau,  His  background  includes  experience  with 
Station  WCOP,  Boston,  as  director  of  Promotion,  Publicity  and  Merchan¬ 
dising;  a  similar  post  at  WCAE,  Pittsburgh;  and  a  period  as  Program 
Manager  of  WWSW,  Pittsburgh.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of  the  Radio 
Department  of  Walker  &  Downing,  Pittsburgh,  advertising  agency. 

In  his  new  position,  Wilkoff  will  coordinate  and  direct  pro¬ 
motional  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  network’s  co-op  radio  and  TV  programs, 
reporting  directly  to  Simmel. 

NBC -New  York,  3/12/52 
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NBC -TV  NEWS  TEAM  HIKES  THROUGH  DEEP  SNOW-DRIFTS 
FOR  'GRASS -ROOTS’  COVERAGE  OF  VOTING  IN 
A  TINY  NEW  HAMPSHIRE  HAMLET 


#  -  X  K - # 

CONCORD,  N.H.  --  A  seven-man  NBC-TV  news  team  hiked  between 

snow  drifts  20  feet  deep  Monday  to  film  New  Hampshire's  first  official 
primary  election  returns  from  a  hamlet  named  Waterville,  situated  in 
the  midst  of  White  Mountain  National  Forest  not  far  from  Mt.  Washing¬ 
ton.  All  seven  Waterville  residents  voted  for  General  Dwight 
Eisenhower  at  one  minute  after  midnight,  Tuesday,  March  11.  There  are 
no  registered  Democrats  in  the  village,  whose  total  population  is  ten. 

NBC-TV  newsmen,  after  filming  the  intensive  campaigns  lead¬ 
ing  to  Tuesday's  primary  elections,  first  in  the  nation,  climaxed  theii 
grassroots  coverage  by  exclusive  sound-pictures  of  the  Waterville 
balloting.  Ordinarily  the  town  votes  in  the  town  hall,  but  the  heavy 
four-foot  mantle  of  snow  blocked  the  entrance. 

Voting  was  held  in  the  Waterville  Inn  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ralph  Bean,  the  town’s  only  year-round  residents.  Other  voters  came 
by  train,  car  and  half-track  snowmobile  from  as  far  away  as  New  York 
City  to  cast  their  votes  while  NBC-TV  cameras  recorded  the  scene. 

Cameraman  Joe  Vadala,  soundman  Warren  Redden  and  electrician 
Charles  Schlosser  filmed  the  arrival  of  voters  late  Monday  night; 
their  town  meeting,  where  they  decided  to  vote  in  the  inn;  the  ballot¬ 
ing  and  the  announcement  of  official  results,  all  seven  voters  were 
for  General  Eisenhower,  though  two  persons  wrote  in  the  name  of  Sena¬ 
tor  Robert  Taft  as  their  choice  for  vice  president.  Three  of  Water¬ 
ville  ’s  grand  total  of  10  residents  were  ill  or  absent.  New  Hampshire 
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state  officials,  perhaps  excited  by  100  broadcasters  and  newsmen 
covering  primaries,  mailed  75  Republican  and  25  Democratic  ballots  to 
Waterville. 

According  to  John  H.  Foster,  First  Selectman  and  Town 
Moderator  --  a  job  that  corresponds  to  Mayor  of  a  larger  town  -- 
Waterville  is  one  of  the  most  fortunate  spots  in  the  world:  "We  have 
no  property  taxes  of  any  sort,  no  public  works,  no  troubles  really 
except  one:  figuring  what  to  do  with  the  town’s  $13,000  surplus. 

"Lumbering  money,"  Foster  explained.  The  elderly  selectman 
admitted  Waterville  had  a  rusty  safe  in  the  snow-drifted  town  hall  but 
said  he  didn’t  know  what  was  in  it.  "We  lost  the  combination  a  while 
back,"  he  said,  "and  we  haven’t  opened  it  in  years." 

Town  clerk  Ralph  Bean,  who  doubles  as  Police  Chief,  Fire 
Chief  and  Road  Agent,  added:  "Yep,  we  keep  our  money  in  the  bank." 
There  is  one  mile  of  town  road  maintained  by  the  Waterville  Inn 
management,  no  school,  no  sidewalks.  The  nearest  railroad  station  is 
20  miles  southwest  in  Plymouth,  N.H. 

Elliot  Foster,  Waterville’ s  Second  Selectman,  drove  from 
Keene,  N.H.,  where  he  is  a  surgeon,  to  cast  his  vote.  Sarah  J. 
Woodward,  the  town’s  Third  Selectman,  couldn’t  be  present  to  vote 
this  year.  She  was  in  Florida. 

Myrtle  Bean,  who  helps  her  husband  run  the  inn,  said  that 
she  was  librarian  and  tax  collector  besides  being  one  of  the  three 
primary  election  ballot  clerks.  "Last  year  I  received  the  tax  col¬ 
lector's  salary  of  $25,"  she  said,  "but  I  didn’t  rightly  earn  it.  I 
took  in  only  $8  in  poll  taxes.  Veterans  and  persons  over  65  don’t 
have  to  pay. 11 
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The  oldest  of  the  seven  Waterville  voters  was  David  Austin, 
72.  Austin  smiled  into  the  floodlights  as  he  cast  his  pink  ballot 
for  Eisenhower.  Then  he  asked  cameramen  Joe  Vadala  if  his  lightmeter 
was  a  thermometer.  "Hot  enough  in  here,"  Austin  remarked. 

When  New  Hampshire’s  first  official  balloting  was  done  at 
2:30  a.m.,  NBC-TV's  newsmen  packed  their  equipment  and  waited  for  the 
dawn  at  6:15.  When  light  came,  they  found  the  station-wagon  buried 
under  fresh  snow.  They  shoveled  the  car  free  and  rushed  off  for 
Concord  in  a  blinding  storm  that  had  put  a  six-inch  blanket  of  snow 
and  slush  on  the  roads.  Near  Franklin,  N.H.,  the  wagon  skidded  into 
a  drift. 

TV  news  editor  John  Lynch  was  forced  to  hitchhike  to  NBC 
news  headquarters  in  Concord,  where  he  learned  the  chartered  plane 
which  was  to  carry  the  films  to  New  York  had  been  unable  to  land. 
Undaunted,  Lynch  hailed  a  cab  --  the  third  time  this  week  storms  had 
required  such  a  procedure  --  and  raced  80  miles  to  Boston,  where  he 
boarded  a  commercial  airliner  with  750  feet  of  16mm  film.  The  picture 
story  of  New  Hampshire's  first  official  balloting  appeared  on  NBC- 
TV’s  "Camel  News  Caravan"  a  few  hours  later  while  the  camera  crew  who 
took  it  watched  a  television  set  in  a  Concord  hotel. 


NBC -New  York,  3/12/52 


'  *  •-  *-*r* 


IMrA -bi-viia  saw  & 

dollsd  tfoia  slit  dsao  s>h  sb  adriillbooXl  arid  odrtl  b slime  nldauA 
■  :■  .  .  ■  .  . 

te  snob  saw  3x1.1  do 

t  ‘xol.  bsdlBw  brtB  dn  .  tt/poiJ  batfoaq  rbrnsw^n  a'VT-SSSt  ,  .m.a  0 
v*lT7d  iro^ewrnoldBds  sdd  bnuol  ismBo  dri^ll  nsrlW  ,cX:d  da 

10I  lid .  Jbddaui  bna  »av*l  nao  yrid  bslevorie  >riT 

n 

b  b'jlila  'rfd  t.H.M  «n  Cylns'M  rta:*M  •  3  .•:  yi  y.d  no  riajj '  3 

...  dlii 

jilririodlri  :>j  b^oiol  saw  hornfrl  ndot  Ttodlba  awen 

•  -  .  ,  •  ;.i  aasdiatrpbBQri  a 

4  bnaX  od  e-J. d  qcuj  need  b£ri  x,  [i  Y  waW  od  s nil  11  rid  \.t*ibo  od  asw  rio 

alrid  amid  Mind  odd  •-  dso  a  b9llsd  riomjj  KbsJnua 

is  — 

t  •  • ').  OgV  ridlw  'isnll'ilJE 

-OffW  no  b9*X£9qq&  -nldoUBd  XalolXlO  da'll!  a  *  a** Ids qnisH  waW  lo  y1’* 
r  w  y\j  :yy-  >;'■;  1  je!  8*WOfi  wsl  a  i!hj;v  . 

.  Xaro.--  bnoonoO  B  hi  d  a  nolslvel  :>J  a  isriodfiv/  di  >1 

- 0 - : 

£i\r.  *  >xvy  w jmi 


NBC -TV  NEWS 


GABBY  HAYES  TO  MARK  50TH  ANNIVERSARY 
IN  SHOW  BUSINESS  AT  LARGE  PARTY; 
MANY  TOP  CELEBRITIES  INVITED 


On  Sunday,  March  16,  Gabby  Hayes,  star  of  THE  GABBY  HAYES 
SHOW  (NBC -TV,  Monday  through  Friday,  5:15  p.m.,  EST)  will  celebrate  his 
50th  anniversary  in  show  business  and  his  38th  wedding  anniversary  (he 
is  married  to  the  former  Dorothy  Earle)  at  a  party  to  be  given  at 
Danny's  Hide -a -Way,  New  York,  by  host  Danny  Stradella, 

More  than  300  invitations  have  been  sent  to  New  York  news¬ 
paper  columnists  and  editors  and  such  celebrities  as  Sarah  Churchill, 
Milton  Berle,  Robert  Merrill,  Sharmen  Douglas,  Gloria  De  Haven,  Joey 
Adams,  and  Barbara  Stanwyck.  Western  costumes  will  be  the  uniform  of 
the  day  and  a  four-tiered  cake  will  be  presented  to  Gabby  with  the  in¬ 
scription,  "Congratulations,  Gabby  Hayes"  written  on  it. 

Gabby  ran  away  from  the  eighth  grade  to  join  a  repertory 
company,  and  in  the  50  years  since  then  has  performed  in  burlesque, 
stock  companies,  vaudeville,  hundreds  of  motion  pictures,  and  now 
stars  in  his  own  daily  television  show  over  the  NBC  network. 

Although  he  is  a  native  New  Yorker,  Gabby  is  an  authority  on 
Western  history  and  background.  When  he  decided  to  specialize  in 
portraying  Western  characters.  Gabby  realized  that  since  the  West  was 
to  be  his  livelihood  he  ought  to  learn  about  it.  He  studied  books,  at 
museums,  pictures  and  other  sources. 

Today  his  knowledge  of  the  West  ranks  with  the  best  authori¬ 
ties  on  the  subject.  Proof  of  this  fact  came  recently  when  Gabby  posed 
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for  pictures  with  Sylvester  L.  Vigilante,  head  of  the  American  History 
Room  at  the  New  York  Public  Library  and  an  expert  on  Western  history. 

As  the  two  men  exchanged  bits  of  information  about  their  favorite  topic. 
Vigilante  frankly  admitted  that  Gabby  had  a  more  extensive  and  complete 
knowledge  of  the  West  than  many  experts  in  this  field. 

Gabby  takes  great  pride  in  the  authenticity  of  the  costume 
that  has  become  his  trademark  and  which  he  wears  on  his  TV  show  and  has 
worn  in  almost  all  of  his  motion  pictures.  His  torn  and  battered  hat 
and  his  gun  holster  have  been  part  of  Gabby’s  costume  since  1931*  The 
hat  is  modeled  exactly  after  one  he  saw  worn  by  a  Western  character  in 
a  Remington  picture  hanging  in  the  New  York  Public  Library.  His  gun 
was  made  in  1862  and  has  been  specially  chromium-plated  so  that  it  will 
shine  on  the  television  show. 

Gabby's  beard  is  probably  the  most  authentic  part  of  his  out¬ 
fit,  and  one  of  the  oldest.  It’s  all  his  own  and  he’s  been  wearing  it 
since  1929  when  he  first  grew  it  to  make  him  look  older  in  pictures* 
nBut  my  shirt,  pants,  and  vest  are  fairly  new,"  says  Gabby, 
"I’ve  only  had  them  for  17  years.'1 

Gabby  receives  an  average  of  3>000  letters  a  week  from  his 
young  fans  and  takes  time  out  from  his  regular  1  tall  tales"  and  Western 
movies  to  read  some  of  these  letters  once  a  week. 

For  the  tenth  consecutive  year,  Gabby  was  recently  presented 
one  of  the  Quiqley  Publications’  annual  awards  for  being  among  the  top 
ten  box  office  Western  movie  players. 

- o - 
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SILVER  PLAQUE  PROM  NBC  RADIO  AND  TELEVISION  STATIONS, 
CONGRATULATING  NETWORK  ON  25TH  ANNIVERSARY, 

IS  PRESENTED  TO  PRESIDENT  McCONNELL 


-X 


A  silver  plaque  commemorating  the  25th  anniversary  of  the 
National  Broadcasting  Company  was  presented  today  to  Joseph  H. 
McConnell,  president  of  NBC,  by  Jack  Harris,  general  manager  of  Station 
KPRC,  Houston,  Texas,  and  chairman  of  the  1951  Stations  Planning  and 
Advisory  Committee. 

In  addition  to  the  plaque,  which  Harris  characterized  as  "a 
spontaneous  gesture1'  from  all  of  NBC's  radio  and  television  affiliates, 
personal  gifts  were  presented  to  McConnell  and  Niles  Trammell,  NBC 
board  chairman. 

The  text  of  the  plaque  reads: 

"In  commemoration  of  the  Silver  Anniversary  of  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company,  1926-1952,  its  affiliated  radio  and  television 
stations  present  this  plaque,  in  recognition  of  NBC's  outstanding 
leadership  in  the  broadcasting  arts  and  its  distinguished  service  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  nation.  Nov.  15,  1951." 
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EZIO  PINZA  TO  SING  ENTIRE  DEATH  SCENE  FROM  OPERA 
•BORIS  GUDONOV'  ON  ‘RCA  VICTOR  SHOW1 

Special  Settings  and  Costumes  Planned  for  Famous  Scene 
With  Augmented  Orchestra  and  Chorus 


Ezio  Pinza  will  depart  from  the  regular  format  of  his  pro¬ 
gram  to  sing  the  entire  death  scene  from  Moussorgsky 1 s  opera  "Boris 
Gudonov"  on  THE  RCA  VICTOR  SHOW  Friday,  March  28  (NBC -TV,  8:00  p.m., 
EST) .  The  22-minute  scene  from  the  great  Russian  opera  will  be  pre¬ 
sented  without  a  break  for  commercial  announcements. 

Pinza  is  one  of  the  few  singing  actors  who  have  achieved 
international  fame  in  this  exacting  role.  Although  he  has  performed 
the  role  at  the  opera  many  times,  Pinza  is  restudying  and  preparing 
this  scene  with  Victor  Andoga,  who  has  been  engaged  to  stage  the 
scene  for  the  telecast, 

"Boris  Gudonov"  tells  the  story  of  the  Russian  czar  who 
came  to  the  throne  under  suspicious  circumstances.  Later,  torn  by 
remorse  at  having  slain  the  young  Dmitri,  heir  to  the  throne,  he  sees 
ghostly  visions,  and  before  dying  urges  his  own  son  Feodor  to  rule 
wisely. 


(more) 
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2  -  Ezio  Pinza 


Several  additional  singers  will  be  announced  for  this 
presentation.  The  settings  will  be  designed  by  Ted  Cooper  to  simu¬ 
late  the  sets  used  in  Russia  and  later  at  LaScala  in  Milan,  Pinza 
will  wear  his  own  personal  costume  as  Czar  Boris,  and  the  remaining 
costumes  will  be  secured  from  the  former  Russian  Opera  Company  in 
this  country. 

This  will  mark  Pinza’s  final  telecast  from  New  York  before 
leaving  for  Hollywood  to  portray  Chaliapin  in  a  film  on  the  life  of 
the  impresario  S.  Hurok.  Chaliapin  was  the  great  Russian  interpreter 
of  the  role  of  Czar  Boris,  Pinza  had  sung  the  role  of  Pimenn  several 
times,  while  Chaliapin  was  singing  the  title  role. 

The  "RCA  Victor  Show"  is  produced  by  Edward  Duryea  Dowling. 
Donald  Voorhees  will  direct  an  augmented  orchestra  and  chorus  for 
this  production,  which  will  originate  in  the  Center  Theatre  in  Radio 
City,  New  York. 
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March  13,  1952 


’KUKLA,  FRAN  AND  OLLIE ’  TO  MARK  l,OOOTH  TELECAST 
VERY  QUIETLY  IN  A  WORKADAY  MANNER,  BUT 
OLLIE  MIGHT  COMPOSE  A  MADRIGAL 

* - #  X - X 

KUKLA,  FRAN  AND  OLLIE  will  reach  another  important  milestone 
in  their  careers  when  they  perform  their  l,OOOth  telecast  over  the  NBC 
television  network  on  Thursday,  March  24  at  7:00  p.m.,  (EST). 

But  Kukla,  Ollie  and  all  the  other  Kuklapolitan  Players  will 
mark  this  special  occasion  quietly  and  as  just  another  working  day.  It 
is  quite  possible,  however,  that  Kukla  may  get  somewhat  sentimental  as 
he  often  does,  over  the  good  old  days  of  TV  when  the  troupe  performed 
from  a  makeshift  stage  under  dozens  of  hot,  bright  lights,  and  Ollie 

i 

might  compose  a  madrigal  entitled,  "Onward,  Pioneers  of  TV."  Still, 
the  anniversary  will  pass  laregly  unheralded  by  these  busy  TV  veterans. 

Anniversaries  are  old  stuff  to  the  Kuklapolitans  who  made 
their  debut  on  October  13,  1947,  as  a  regular  daily  feature  on  a  Chicago 
TV  station.  "Kukla,  Fran  and  Ollie,"  then  known  as  "Junior  Jamboree," 
soon  completely  captivated  a  relatively  small  audience  of  viewers  esti¬ 
mated  at  .50,000  persons  in  the  Chicago  area. 

In  November,  1948,  the  show  made  its  bow  on  the  NBC  Mid¬ 
western  network  and  less  than  two  months  later  was  expanded  to  the 


(more ) 
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2  -  'Kukla  Fran  and  Ollie1 


full  NBC  television  network*  Today  the  program  is  seen  by  more  than 
3,000,000  persons  nightly* 

Burr  Tlllstrom,  creator  of  the  show  and  all  the  Kuklapolitan 
Players,  is  a  young  TV  pioneer  who  three  years  ago  celebrated  his  own 
10th  year  in  video.  Burr's  early  efforts  for  RCA  Victor  were  telecast 
over  a  closed  circuit  from  a  Chicago  department  store  to  demonstrate 
the  new  electronic  miracle,  television,  back  in  1939*  A  year  later, 
Tillstrom  had  the  distinction  of  doing  the  first  TV  show  in  Mid-ocean 
in  an  RCA  ship-to -shore  experiment. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


NBC  MADE  25  BROADCASTS,  20  TELECASTS, 
USED  MILES  OP  FILM  AND  RECORDING 
TAPE  IN  N.H.  PRIMARY  REPORTS 


Twenty  five  radio  broadcasts,  20  filmed  television  programs, 
five  miles  of  sound  and  silent  film,  seven  miles  of  recordings  on  tape, 
were  a  few  of  the  achievements  of  NBC's  radio -TV  news  team  of  20  men 
headed  by  commentators  W,W.  Chaplin,  George  Hicks  and  Leon  Pearson  dur¬ 
ing  the  week  they  covered  the  New  Hampshire  primaries* 

From  NBC  news  headquarters  in  the  shadow  of  the  State  House 
at  Concord,  N.H.  the  commentators  and  film  crews  sent  out  reports  to 
the  nation  as  often  as  ten  times  a  day.  NBC  radio  broadcast  a  total  of 
two  hours  and  fifteen  minutes  direct  from  Concord,  and  NBC -TV  gave  more 
than  an  hour  of  grassroots  reports  on  regularly  scheduled  programs  like 
"Today,"  "Camel  News  Caravan"  and  "Eleventh  Hour  News"  (WNBT  only). 
Radio  newscasts  like  "World  News  Roundup,"  "Merrill  Mueller  and  the 
News,"  the  two  editions  of  "News  of  the  World"  carried  blanket  coverage 
of  the  nation's  first  primaries. 

Under  the  direction  of  radio  news  editor  Arthur  Wakelee  and 
TV  news  editor  John  Lynch,  NBC  engineers  headed  by  George  Robinson 
installed  two  completely  equipped  broadcast  studios  and  a  newsroom  con¬ 
nected  by  private  wires  to  Manchester,  N.H,,  Boston  and  New  York*  The 
news  headquarters  in  the  Rose  Room  of  Concord's  Eagle  Hotel  contained 
two  broadcast  circuits  manned  round  the  clock.  Daily  "spot"  newscasts 
originated  in  these  studios  as  did  the  special  broadcasts  on  Sunday, 
March  9,  and  Tuesday,  March  11,  which  explained  and  summarized  the 
results  of  the  primary  voting. 


(more) 
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2  -  N.H.  Primaries 


Ranging  all  over  the  Granite  State,  NBC’s  commentators  and 
TV  newsmen  covered  most  major  cities  and  many  hamlets  as  they  plowed 
1,000  miles  through  four  feet  of  snow,  snowstorms  and  sleet.  Return¬ 
ing  from  exclusive  coverage  of  the  voting  at  Waterville,  N.H.,  first 
town  to  report  official  results,  an  NBC -TV  camera  crew  skidded  off 
the  road.  News  editor  Lynch  had  to  hitchhike  and  hire  a  cab  and  a 
plane  to  get  the  films  to  New  York  in  time  for  the  "Camel  News  Caravan1 
on  primary  night.  W.W.  Chaplin,  heading  for  a  town  meeting  at  tiny 
Sutton,  N.H.,  the  same  day  careened  off  the  icy  road  into  a  snow- 
drifted  embankment.  Neither  Chaplin  nor  his  engineer  was  hurt. 

NBC's  primary  coverage,  which  kept  its  commentators  and 
cameramen  running  'round  the  clock,  had  its  lighter  moments,  too.  At 
the  Sutton  Town  Meeting,  the  moderator  introduced  Chaplin  as  "Mr. 
Chaplin,  the  newspaper  reporter  with  the  National  Broadcasting  Corp¬ 
oration." 

And  on  the  way  up  to  New  Hampshire  last  Friday,  one  of  NBC’s 
stationwagons  loaded  with  32  cases  of  equipment  was  halted  at  a  road 
block  where  police  were  looking  for  the  men  who  robbed  the  Quonset 
Point,  R. I.,  naval  base.  The  state  trooper  inspected  the  broadcast 
equipment  and  then  said:  "So  much  stuff  there,  it  can't  be  gold, 

- o - 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


EIGHT  GUESTS  TO  VISIT  THE  STAR  AS 
' THE  NICK  KENNY  SHOW'  RETURNS 

Nick  Kenny,  popular  columnist  of  the  New 
York  Daily  Mirror,  poet  and  composer,  will  re¬ 
turn  to  NBC -TV  on  THE  NICK  KENNY  SHOW  begin¬ 
ning  Saturday,  March  22  (Saturdays,  3:^5  p.m., 
EST. ) 

Guests  on  the  March  22  show  will  be  senior 
grade  space  cadet,  the  Video  Ranger;  Jim  Atkins, 
the  singing  cowboy, and  six  young  members  of 
the  Police  Athletic  League. 

i 
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NBC  PROGRAM  CREDITS 


CREDITS  FOR  ’BARRIE 

CRAIG,  CONFIDENTIAL  INVESTIGATOR’ 

TIME: 

NBC  radio  network,  Tuesdays, 
8:30-9:00  p.m,,  EST  (new 
time  period,  starting 

March  18). 

FORMAT: 

Mystery-drama 

STAR : 

William  Gargan 

CAST: 

(March  18)  Ralph  Bell,  Fran 
Carlon,  Mandel  Kramer 

PRODUCER : 

Hi  Brown 

DIRECTOR: 

Hi  Brown 

WRITER : 

Leu  Vittes 

ANNOUNCER: 

Don  Pardo 

NETWORK : 

171  NBC  radio  stations 

ORIGINAL  STARTING 

** 

DATE: 

Oct.  3,  1951 

SPONSOR: 

Lewis -Howe  Co.  for  'Turns 

AGENCY: 

Dancer-Fit zgera Id -Sample, 

Inc . 

ORIGINATION: 

New  York 
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March  14,  1952 

’STARS  IN  KHAKI  1 N *  BLUE'  TO  BE  SPOTLIGHTED  IN  NEW 
TALENT -TESTING  SERIES  ON  NBC  RADIO 

Young  Entertainers  Now  In  Military  Service  to  Compete 

PREMIER!, 

A  new  show,  STARS  IN  KHAKI  ’ N *  BLUE,  based  on  the  premise 
that  much  of  the  finest  young  talent  in  America  is  serving  in  the  Armed 
Forces,  will  start  Sunday,  March  30  on  the  NBC  radio  network  (10:00  p.m., 
EST)  . 

Thousands  of  young  singers,  instrumentalists  and  other  per¬ 
formers  have  been  drafted  or  called  up  by  reserve  units.  These  men 
will  be  given  the  opportunity  to  represent  their  camps  and  service 
units  on  the  new  program  by  auditioning  at  the  NBC  studios  in  New  York, 
by  sending  in  audition  record  and  pictures,  or  by  interviews  with  a 
touring  representative  of  the  show  who  will  visit  their  camp  or  station. 
Each  Sunday  four  or  five  selected  acts  will  be  invited  to  appear  on 
the  show  in  New  York  and  a  "Champ  of  the  Week"  will  be  chosen  by  audi¬ 
ence  vote.  The  winner  will  be  invited  to  appear  the  following  week  to 
defend  his  title. 

(more ) 
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2  -  ‘Stars  in  Khaki  ‘n‘  Blue’ 


Each  week  a  top  star  will  be  invited  to  serve  as  emcee. 

Jack  Carter,  comedian  of  radio,  television,  and  night-club  fame,  will 
be  the  emcee  for  the  first  show. 

All  servicemen  interested  in  appearing  on  the  show  may  call, 
write  or  send  audition  records  and  pictures  to  Clarence  Herisko,  NBC, 
New  York,  or  contact  him  when  he  appears  at  their  military  installa¬ 
tions  during  his  tour. 
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CORRECTIQN,  PLEASE I 

KUKLA,  FRAN  AND  OLLIE  (NBC -TV,  Monday  through 
Friday,  7:00  p.m.,  EST)  will  perform  their  1000th 
telecast  on  Monday,  March  24  (not  on  Thursday,  as 
incorrectly  stated  in  release  of  March  13). 
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NBC -TV  PROGRAM 


DAGMAR  TO  GREET  200  MEN  AND  WOMEN  IN  MILITARY  SERVICE 

AT  OPENING  OF  HER  GI  CANTEEN  ON  NBC -TV; 

SINGING  SERGEANT  TO  BE  FEATURED 

Two  hundred  servicemen  and  women  --  soldiers,  sailors. 
Marines,  Coastguardsmen,  airmen,  WAFS,  WACS,  WAVES  and  Women  Marines 
--  will  help  launch  DAGMAR «S  CANTEEN,  NBC's  new  informal  television 
variety  show  starring  Dagmar  and  featuring  the  men  and  women  in  the 
Armed  Forces,  Saturday  night,  March  22  (12:15-12:45  a.m.). 

A  real  GI  canteen  will  be  set  up  in  NBC's  vast  TV  studio  8-H, 
opening  around  10:30  p.m,,  and  with  all  the  proper  canteen  accoutre¬ 
ments  --  tables,  chairs,  soft  drinks,  dancing,  hostesses,  and  sand¬ 
wiches.  Air  Force  Sgt.  Howard  Mandell,  22-year-old  vocalist  of 
Jackson  Heights,  L.I.,  N.Y.,  will  be  the  first  guest  star  on  "Dagmar1 s 
Canteen,"  which  will  feature  guest  talent  from  the  Armed  Forces  each 
week.  Sgt.  Mandell  is  stationed  with  the  32d  Air  Division,  in 
Syracuse,  N.Y. 

Dagmar  the  Magnificent  will  act  as  hostess,  mistress  of  cere¬ 
monies,  dancer  and  singer.  On  “Broadway  Open  House,"  she  was  known  as 
a  voiceless  vocalist. 

Dagmar  will  also  conduct  play-reading  sessions  and  audience- 
participation  stunts  with  the  young  people  in  uniform  at  the  canteen. 
Civilian  talent  on  "Dagmar 's  Canteen"  will  include  dancer  Ray  Malone, 
who  is  also  a  singer  and  comedian,  and  band-leader  Milton  DeLugg  — 
both  alumni  of  "Broadway  Open  House."  There  will  also  be  a  civilian 
comic  on  the  program,  but  his  name  is  being  kept  secret  until  the 
premiere . 

"Dagmar1 s  Canteen"  will  be  produced  by  Hal  Friedman  and  di¬ 
rected  by  Alan  Neuman.  The  script  writers,  Lou  Meltzer  and  Allan 
Walker,  have  just  been  instructed  by  Dagmar  herself  not  to  write  in  any 
malapropisms .  "Just  give  it  to  me  straight,"  she  said.  "I'll  mis¬ 
pronounce  enough  words  without  even  trying." 

- o - 
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NBC -TV  CAMERAMAN  WHO  FILMED  RECENT  CUBAN  REVOLT 
IMPRISONED  AND  QUESTIONED  BECAUSE  OF  SUCCESS 

Brad  Kress,  an  NBC -TV  film  cameraman  who 
filmed  the  exclusive  interview  with  General 
Fulgencio  Batista  during  the  recent  brief  Cuban 
rebellion,  was  thrown  into  jail  three  times  and 
questioned  time  and  time  again  because  he 
managed  to  get  the  graphic  films  out  of  the 
country. 

Kress  arranged  to  have  sound-pictures  of 
the  street-fighting  in  Havana  and  the  English- 
language  interview  with  Cuba's  new  chief  of 
state  flown  secretly  to  Washington  where  they 
were  shown  on  "Today"  and  the  "Camel  News 
Caravan"  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  March  11 
and  12. 

The  NBC -TV  cameraman  was  filming  Presi¬ 
dent  Truman  at  Key  West  when  the  revolution 
occurred.  He  wangled  passage  on  the  last 
flight  into  Havana  and  together  with  soundman 
John  Langenegger  filmed  the  story  of  the  rev¬ 
olution. 
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CREDITS  FOR 

’THE  DOCTOR’S  WIFE’  ON  NBC  RADIO 

TITLE: 

THE  DOCTOR'S  WIFE  (started  Mon¬ 
day,  March  3,  1952) 

TIME : 

NBC  radio  network,  Mondays 
through  Fridays,  5:45  to 

6:00  p.m.,  EST. 

STARS: 

Patricia  Wheel  (Julie)  and 

Donald  Curtis  (Dr.  Dan) 

WRITER: 

Manya  Starr 

PRODUCER: 

Joe  Gratz 

DIRECTOR : 

John  Dietz 

ANNOUNCER: 

Bob  Sherry 

FORMAT : 

i;The  Doctor’s  Wife"  is  the 
story  of  the  happy  marriage 
of  Julie  and  Dr.  Dan  Palmer, 
and  how  they  meet  social 
and  personal  problems. 

AGENCY: 

Warwick  &  Leger,  Inc. 

CLIENT: 

Ex-Lax,  Inc. 

ORIGINATION: 

New  York 

- o - 

NBC -New  York,  3/14/52 


. 


-ITOM  hdtnsJz)  3ZIW  3  ’  HOTOOa  3HT 
(2§QX  t£  rio»i6M 

: 3JTIT 

8,'BbnoM  ^owr/an  oic^rr  0  311 

03  tSY£bifiH  rlaijonricf 

.  TO  3  t.m.o  CC :  d 

:  3MIT 

5ns  (nilnL)  IsorlW  Bjtojt'ictfiS 

(nsa  .  -i.a)  si^'iuO  blfinod 

: 3HAT2 

:  M.'iTlHW 

sctBnD  9ot» 

:  Haojcoxiq 

s^-jJta  nrlob 

: HOToania 

Y*n  vff8  cfoH 

•  /!  3011U0MMA 

odO  si  "sYJLW  e'^oOsoQ  s/iT 

9,;£,  n.s.i  Yq  ;-;ri  .5;  Jo  woJs 

t'umlfiq  a&G'  . -x(3  l-ns  sllul  Jo 

.  amslcfoia  1 6(108*1  brtjs 

:  T:\MHOa 

•pnl  3  >5jJ:wtj$W 

:  Y0M20.4 

.  t'al  txBj-xa 

:TH3IJ0 

Jl'ioY  wall 

:  MO  IT  A  MI  OX  HO 

- o - 

i\£  t  oY  w  ;■  i4~  03M 


CREDITS  FOR  ’ GANGBUSTERS 1  ON  NBC -TV 

STARTING  DATE: 

THURSDAY,  MARCH  20,  1952 

TIME: 

NBC -TV,  9:00  p.m.,  EST, 
alternate  Thursdays, 

TITLE  OF  FIRST  PROGRAM 
(MARCH  20): 

"The  Case  of  Joseph  McCann" 

FORMAT: 

Documented  story  of  the 
career  and  apprehension 
of  a  major  criminal, 
taken  from  the  files  of 
the  FBI  and  local  law 
enforcement  agencies. 

CAST: 

% 

William  Haade  as  Joseph 

McCann;  Irene  Vernon  as 
Ellen,  his  girl  friend; 

Bob  Wilke  as  an  FBI  agent 
named  Sam;  Steve  Pendle¬ 
ton  as  an  FBI  agent  named 
Bert;  John  Harmon  as  Dirk; 
Ted  Hecht  as  Costa;  Tony 
Michaels  as  Torchie  (all 
three  McCann  gang  members); 
Paul  Maxey  as  Belletti. 

WRITER-CREATOR: 

Phillips  H.  Lord,  for  Visual 
Drama  company , 

PRODUCER -DIRECTOR: 

Richard  Bare 

SPONSOR: 

Liggett  and  Myers  Tobacco  Co, 
for  Chesterfield  Cigarettes, 

AGENCY: 

Cunningham  &  Walsh,  Inc, 
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NBC  TO  START  WORK  IMMEDIATELY  ON  FIRST  UNIT 
ON  NEW  TV  CENTER  IN  BURBANK,  CALIF. 

NBC  has  received  approval  from  the  National 
Production  Authority  for  the  first  unit  of  its 
new  television  center  in  Burbank,  Calif.,  and 
construction  will  begin  immediately,  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  today  by  John  K.  West,  vice-president  in 
charge  of  the  network’s  Western  Division. 

Two  studios,  each  seating  500  persons  and 
measuring  140  by  90  feet,  will  be  built  on  the 
48-acre  site,  which  adjoins  the  Warner  Bros.,  and 
Walt  Disney  studios  in  Burbank,  a  few  minutes' 
drive  from  Hollywood,  Other  buildings  necessary 
to  service  the  two  studios  also  will  be  built  -- 
carpenter  shops,  wardrobe  shops  and  paint  shops. 

The  first  unit  will  be  completed  by  early 
Fall,  when  the  new  television  season  begins.  The 
Burbank  site  provides  space  for  additional  ex¬ 
pansion  by  NBC  at  a  later  date. 

The  Burbank  property  was  purchased  from  Warner 

Bros,  and  from  the  City  of  Burbank  last  year  to 

provide  for  NBC’s  rapidly  growing  television 

activities  in  Hollywood.  The  two  n^w  stu-  ios 

will  complement  the  network's  present  TV  studio 

facilities,  which  include  the  NBC  television 

theatre,  formerly  El  Capitan  Theatre,  at  Hollywood 

Blvd ,  and  Vine  St.,  and  studio  D  in  Hollywood 

Radio  City,  which  was  converted  from  radio  to 

television  last  Summer. 
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FIVE  ARE  RENAMED  AND  SIX  ELECTED  AS  NEW  MEMBERS  OF  NBC'S 
1952  STATIONS  PLANNING  AND  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


Five  members  of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company's  stations 
Planning  and  Advisory  Committee  for  1951  have  been  re-elected  to  the 
1952  SPAC,  Carleton  D.  Smith,  vice  president  in  charge  of  Station 

Relations  for  the  network,  announced  today. 

Re-elected  committee  members  representing  NBC  radio  affili¬ 
ates  are:  B.T.  Whitmire,  general  manager  of  WFBC,  Greenville,  S.C., 
Ralph  Evans,  executive  vice  president  of  Central  Broadcasting  Co., 
representing  WHO,  Des  Moines,  and  WOC,  Davenport,  Iowa;  and  Richard  0. 
Dunning,  president  and  general  manager  of  KHQ,  Spokane,  Wash. 

Those  representing  NBC  television  affiliates  for  the  second 
consecutive  year  are:  E.R.  Vadeboncoeur,  vice  president  and  general 
manager  of  WSYR-TV,  Syracuse,  N.Y.,  and  Martin  Campbell,  general 

manager  of  WFAA-TV,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Newly-elected  members  of  the  SPAC  representing  radio  affili¬ 
ates  are:  Robert  B.  Hanna,  Jr.,  manager  of  Broadcasting  Stations 
Department,  WGY,  Schenectady,  N.Y.;  Allan  M.  Woodall,  president  of 
WDAK,  Columbus,  Ga.j  P.A.  Sugg,  station  manager  of  WKY,  Oklahoma  City, 
Okla.,  and  Ed  Yocum,  general  manager  of  KGHL,  Billings,  Mont. 

New  SPAC  members  for  television  are:  Lee  Wailes,  executive 
vice  president  of  the  Fort  Industry  Station,  WSPD-TV,  Toledo,  Ohio,  and 
Stanley  E.  Hubbard,  president  and  general  manager  of  KSTP-TV,  Minnea- 

polls-St .  Paul,  Minn. 

The  election  of  the  SPAC  member  for  radio  from  the  Third  Dis¬ 
trict  (Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky  and  Western  Pennsylvania) 
remains  in  the  balance.  Results  will  be  announced  when  a  conclusive 

ballot  is  completed. 

Smith  also  announced  that  the  first  meeting  of  the  StAC  wil 
take  place  in  New  York  after  mid-April,  when  officers  will  be  elected. 
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DEAN  MARTIN  AND  JERRY  LEWIS  IN  16J-H0UR 
TELETHON  ON  WNBT  GET  $1,148,419  IN 
PLEDGES;  TOP  STARS  PARTICIPATE 

Fund  to  Be  Used  to  Build  Cardiac  Hospital 


Dean  Martin  and  Jerry  Lewis  broke  all  existing  records  for 
television  fund-raising  when  they  held  a  l6J-hour  TV  show  on  NBC's 
New  York  station, WNBT,  which  raised  a  total  of  $1,148,419.25  in 
pledges  to  help  build  the  New  York  Cardiac  Hospital. 

The  team  stepped  before  the  cameras  at  midnight  Friday, 

March  14,  and  were  on  stage  until  4:30  p.m.  Saturday  afternoon, 

March  15th.  During  that  time  they  kidded,  grimmaced,  laughed,  joked 
and  sang  with  almost  every  top  name  in  show  business,  taking  time  out 
only  long  enough  to  announce  names  of  persons  sending  some  of  the 
quarter-of -a-million  messages  and  contributions  from  the  New  York 
metropolitan  area. 

Joining  the  stalwart  comics  were  some  68  star  performers  in¬ 
cluding  Jackie  Gleason,  Frances  Langford,  Ezio  Pinza,  Jerry  Lester, 
Victor  Borge,  Faye  Emerson,  Skitch  Henderson,  Dagmar,  Gene  Krupa, 

Nat  "King"  Cole,  Sid  Caesar,  Milton  Berle,  Frank  Sinatra,  Martha 
Wright,  Pvt.  Eddie  Fisher,  Yul  Brynner,  Helen  O'Connell,  Roberta 
Quinlan,  Ray  Malone,  Sid  Gould,  The  DeMarco  Sisters,  The  Mayo  Brothers 
and  Connie  Boswell. 

Barry  Gray  assisted  the  boys  throughout  the  long  stretch. 

Conover  models  and  a  battery  of  2,50C  telephone  operators 
who  donated  their  services  took  the  telephone  pledges  from  locations 
in  Manhattan,  Brooklyn  and  Mew  Jersey. 

(more ) 
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•2  -  Telethon 


Dean  and  Jerry  finished  the  gruelling  stint  in  typical 
Martin  and  Lewis  style  by  doing  a  dance  and  then  capturing  a  couple 
of  seltzer  bottles  and  squirting  everybody  in  sight,  performers, 
producers,  floor-managers,  camera-men  and  cameras.  Then,  summoning 
all  their  strength,  Martin  and  Lewis  reminded  the  millions  of  viewers 
that  they  would  be  back  on  TV  next  Sunday  taking  their  regular  turn 
on  the  "Colgate  Comedy  Hour"  on  NBC-TV. 

The  mammoth  show  was  produced  by  Ernie  Glucksman,  Howard 
Ross,  and  Budd  Granoff.  Several  crews  of  cameramen,  floor-managers, 
and  TV  directors  were  used  ;Ln  shifts  for  ttie  production. 


NBC-New  York,  3/17/52 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


SCENES  FOR  THREE  ’FIRESIDE  THEATRE’  DRAMAS 
SHOT  IN  ARIZONA  DESERT 

The  Arizona  desert  will  be  the  locale  for 
three  FIRESIDE  THEATRE  dramas  (NBC -TV,  Tuesdays, 

9:00  p.m. ,  EST) . 

Director  of  photography  Ben  Kline  and  assistant 
director  Maurice  Vaccarino  have  just  returned  from 
a  location  trip  in  the  desert,  where  they  shot 
scenes  for  "The  Last  Stop,"  scheduled  for  Ap£^l_29, 
a  Sahara  adventure  concerning  a  group  of  ex-Foreign 
Legionnaires;  "To  Stand  Alone,"  a  comedy  for  May  20 
about  an  old  prospector  whose  life  is  disrupted  when 
the  Air  Force  decides  to  use  his  desert  habitat  as  a 
practice  bombing  site;  and  "Mirage"  (date  to  be 
announced),  the  story  of  a  circus  performer  turned 
murderer  who  takes  refuge  in  a  borax  mine  on  the 
desert . 
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March  18,  1952 


CHARLES  LAUGHTON  TO  BE  NARRATOR  OF  'MEDICINE,  U.S.A.,' 
NEW  RADIO  SERIES  BY  AMERICAN  MEDICAL  ASSOCIATION 
TO  BRING  HEALTH  EDUCATION  TO  THE  PUBLIC 


The  American  Medical  Association  is  about  to  launch  a  long- 
range  campaign  to  bring  health  education  to  the  public  by  means  of 
radio  and  television.  The  initial  undertaking  in  the  new  project, 
which  will  be  more  intensive  than  any  it  has  undertaken  heretofore  in 
this  area,  will  be  MEDICINE,  U.S.A.,  a  series  of  six  NBC  radio  docu¬ 
mentaries  with  film  and  stage  star  Charles  Laughton  as  narrator. 

"Medicine,  U.S.A.,"  which  is  designed  to  be  entertaining  as 
well  as  informative,  will  be  presented  by  NBC  in  weekly  installments 
starting  Saturday,  March  29  (radio  network  except  WNBC,  1: 30-8:00  p.m., 
EST;  WNBC  only,  Sunday,  March  30,  1:30-2:00  p.m.,  EST) .  It  is  ex¬ 
pected  that  this  series  will  be  the  prototype  of  many  future  American 
Medical  Association  ventures  in  radio  and  television. 

The  first  broadcast  topic  will  be  Alcoholism, 
a  study  of  the  country's  number  one  addiction." 

The  script,  by  Peter  Lyon,  will  point  up  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  of  cure,  the  use  of  drugs  and  other 
methods  of  treatment  primarily  as  a  prelude  to 


(more ) 
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2.  -  'Medicine,  U.S.A.' 


psychotherapy,  the  contribution  of  Alcoholics 
Anonymous,  and  a  new  industrial  approach 
problem  of  employe  addition  that  attempts  to  sal¬ 
vage  the  social  waste. 

Subjects  for  subsequent  broadcast  will  be: 

‘'Psychiatry"  (April  5-6),  with  script  by 
Howard  Rodman, 

"Today  They  Live"  (April  12-13),  a  look  at 
the  whys  and  hows  of  the  increased  life  span, 
with  script  by  Budd  Pishel. 

"New  Concepts  in  Communicable  Disease" 

( April  19-20),  a  grandma -wasn*  t -always -wrong  ap¬ 
proach  to  certain  new  ways  in  medicine,  with 
script  by  Palmer  Thompson, 

"Exercise  and  Athletics"  (April  26-27),  a 
summary  of  new  perspectives  in  the  role  of  exer¬ 
cise  and  athletics  in  health,  with  script  by 
Ira  Marion. 

"Medicine,  U.S.A."  (May  3-^0,  a  survey  of  the  impact  of 
medicine  on  the  life  pattern  of  Americans,  with  script  by  Alan  Sloane, 
This  broadcast  will  deal  with  such  things  as  the  cleaning  up  of 
quackery,  the  passing  of  the  Pure  Food  and  Drug  Act,  the  raising  of 
standards  of  medical  colleges,  and  the  effect  of  U.S.  medicine  on 
world  health. 
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3  -  ’Medicine,  U.S.A.’ 

Budd  Fishel  will  be  producer  for  Marshall -Hester  Productions, 
and  Wade  Arnold  for  NBC.  There  will  be  three  directors:  John  Becker, 
Joel  O’Brien  and  Martin  Andrews,  each  of  whom  will  direct  two  broad¬ 
casts.  George  Lessner,  composer  of  many  stage  works  (including  "The 
Nightingale  and  the  Rose,"  an  opera  first  presented  by  NBC,  and  the 
forthcoming  Broadway  musical,  "Gumbo  Yaya")  will  write  the  musical 
score . 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


NBC  ANNOUNCES  PLANS  FOR  EXTENSIVE  COVERAGE 
OF  PRESIDENTIAL  PRIMARIES  IN  5  STATES; 

MANY  SPECIAL  RADIO  BROADCASTS  SET 

Fresh  from  their  coverage  of  the  New  Hampshire  primaries, 
teams  of  NBC  newsmen  are  preparing  to  report  the  feelings  of  the 
voters  in  other  Eastern  and  Midwestern  states  during  the  month  of 
April. 

NBC  grassroots  reports  on  important  Presidential  primary 
elections  are  the  prelude  to  its  broadcasting  the  complete  coverage 
of  the  Democratic  and  Republican  conventions  in  Chicago  next  July. 
Philco  Radio  and  Television  Corporation  will  sponsor  NBC’s  convention 
coverage  on  both  radio  and  TV. 

George  Hicks  and  W.W.  Chaplin,  two  members  of  NBC's  New 
Hampshire  team,  will  report  on  the  Wisconsin  and  Nebraska  primaries 
on  Tuesday,  April  1,  Senator  Robert  Taft,  Harold  Stassen,  Governor 
Earl  Warren  of  California  and  General  Douglas  MacArthur  (by  proxy) 
will  dispute  the  Republican  preferential  primary,  while  Senator  Estes 
Kefauver  carries  on  his  fight  to  win  the  Democratic  vote.  There  will 
be  a  primary  preview  over  the  NBC  radio  network  on  Monday,  March  31* 
from  10:00  p.m.  (EST)  until  10:30  and  another  special  half-hour 
program  on  Tuesday,  April  1,  from  12:30  atm.  (EST)  until  12:55  to 
report  the  latest  returns.  W.W.  Chaplin  will  report  direct  from 
Wisconsin  through  the  facilities  of  WTMJ,  NBC  affiliate  station  in 
Milwaukee.  Ray  Clarke  of  station  WOW,  Omaha,  will  broadcast  the  story 
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2  -  Primaries 


from  Nebraska,  and  George  Hicks  will  be  program  moderator  in  New  York 
where  he  will  add  details  of  the  Albany  County  special  Congressional 
election  which  will  be  held  the  same  day.  Arthur  Wakelee,  an  NBC 
radio  news  editor,  will  coordinate  the  primary  election  coverage. 

When  Illinois  holds  its  primaries  on  Tuesday,  April  8, 
a  trio  of  NBC  newsmen  will  be  there  to  cover  them.  George  Hicks, 

W.W.  Chaplin  and  Arthur  Wakelee  will  canvas  the  state  as  they  did 
New  Hampshire.  Leon  Pearson,  third  commentator  on  NBC's  original 
primaries  team,  will  be  detached  for  another  assignment. 

NBC  also  plans  to  broadcast  complete  reports  of  the 
important  New  Jersey  primaries  set  for  Tuesday,  April  15,  and 
Pennsylvania's  primary  elections  to  be  held  on  Tuesday,  April  22, 
direct  from  cities  and  towns  of  these  states, 

Henry  Cassidy,  director  of  radio  news  and  special  events, 
and  Joseph  Meyers,  manager  of  radio  news  operations,  are  arranging 
NBC's  extensive  primary  election  coverage. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


JOHN  F,  RAYEL  NAMED  SUPERVISOR  OF  NBC -TV  PACKAGE  PROGRAM  SALES, 
JOHN  G.  FULLER  SUPERVISOR  OF  PROGRAM  SALES  DEVELOPMENT  ‘ 

John  F.  Rayel  has  been  named  supervisor  of  NBC  television 
package  program  sales  and  John  G,  Fuller,  supervisor  of  program  sales 
development,  it  was  announced  today  by  George  H.  Frey,  vice  president 
in  charge  of  Network  Sales. 

Both  Rayel  and  Fuller  will  report  in  their  new  positions  to 
Ruddick  C.  Lawrence,  director  of  sales  development. 

Rayel,  until  recently  supervisor  of  talent  program  procure¬ 
ment  for  the  NBC  network,  was  formerly  with  the  DuMont  television 
network,  first  as  producer-director,  later  as  daytime  program  manager 
and  finally  assistant  program  director  for  the  network.  Prior  to  en¬ 
tering  television,  he  was  with  NBC  in  radio  for  several  years,  and 
station  WQXR  in  New  York,  and  during  the  war  with  the  Office  of  War 
Information,  Voice  of  America  and  the  British  Broadcasting  Corpor¬ 
ation.  He  served  in  the  U.S.  Third  Army  as  a  forward  observer  in 
field  artillery.  A  native  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  Rayel  resides  in 
Riverside,  Conn.,  is  married  and  the  father  of  two  children. 

Fuller,  formerly  manager  of  television  sales  promotion  for 
NBC,  joined  the  NBC  network  in  1949  after  a  career  in  advertising.  A 
native  of  Philadelphia,  he  was  graduated  from  Lafayette  College  in 
1936  and  for  five  years  thereafter  was  a  "play-doctor”  and  editor 
with  the  Walter  H.  Baker  Publishing  Company  in  Boston.  In  1943  he 
was  named  advertising  manager  of  the  publishing  firm  of  Little,  Brown 
&  Company.  In  1944  he  joined  the  Bendix  Aviation  Corporation  in  in¬ 
dustrial  and  public  relations,  and  a  year  later  was  associated  with 
the  American  Optical  Company  in  sales  promotion.  He  was  associated 
with  Hile-Damroth  in  the  preparation  of  TV  commercials  in  1948,  and 
joined  the  network  the  following  year.  Fuller  has  had  seven  of  his 
plays  published  and  has  written  a  number  of  scripts  for  television. 

He  continues  to  serve  as  fiction  critic  for  the  Boston  Post*  A  res¬ 
ident  of  New  Canaan,  Conn.,  he  is  married  and  the  father  of  two  child¬ 
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VICTOR  ANDOGA,  NOTED  DIRECTOR  AND  OPERATIC  COACH,  TO  STAGE 
'DEATH  SCENE'  FROM  'BORIS  GUDONOV '  ON  NBC-TV 

Victor  Andoga,  prominent  stage  director  and  operatic  coach, 
has  been  engaged  to  stage  the  "Death  Scene"  from  Moussorgsky ' s  opera 
"Boris  Gudonov, "  starring  Ezio  Pinza,  on  the  RCA  VICTOR  SHOW  Friday, 
March  28  (NBC-TV,  8:00  p.m.,  EST). 

Andoga  has  been  closely  associated  with  this  opera  in  the 
leading  opera  houses  of  the  world.  It  was  Andoga  who  staged  the  opera 
at  LaScala  in  Milan  in  1921  and  1922  when  Toscanini  conducted  the 
work  there . 

Pinza  has  been  re -studying  this  scene  with  Andoga  for  the 
television  presentation,  which  will  offer  the  22-minute  scene  from  the 
end  of  the  opera,  uninterrupted.  Commercials  will  be  given  only  at 
the  opening  and  close  of  the  program. 

Andoga  also  will  supervise  the  design  of  the  settings,  which 
will  be  done  by  Ted  Cooper.  Andoga' s  sketches  of  the  sets  used  in 
Russia  and  at  LaScala  will  serve  as  a  basis  for  Cooper's  designs. 

Pinza  will  wear  his  own  Boris  Gudonov  costume. 

Nicola  Moscona,  bass,  of  the  Metropolitan  Opera,  will  be 
heard  in  the  role  of  Pimenn  in  this  production,  and  Alessio  de  Paolis, 
tenor  of  the  Metropolitan,  will  be  Prince  Shuisky. 

Edward  Duryea  Dowling  is  producer  of  the  program. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


NBC  PROGRAMS  PREDOMINATE  IN  JOHN  GUEDEL 'S 
•DINKY  FOUNDATION'  ANNUAL  AWARDS; 

TOP  RADIO  HONOR  TO  'BIG  SHOW' 


NBC  programs  predominate  the  fourth  annual  presentation  of 
the  John  Guedel  "Dinky  Foundation"  awards  made  yesterday  (17)  at  the 
Hollywood  Advertising  Club's  luncheon.  The  awards  are  made  to  the 
sponsored  coast-to-coast  radio  program  and  television  program  with  the 
"best  public  service  message"  during  the  preceding  year. 

The  $1,000  cash  award  for  the  radio  program  contributing  the 
best  public  service  message  in  radio  went  to  NBC's  "The  Big  Show." 

Dee  Engelbach,  producer-director  of  the  series  will  receive  the  cash 
prize.  Groucho  Marx  made  the  presentation  during  a  telephone  call  at 
the  luncheon  to  the  show's  emcee,  Tallulah  Bankhead,  in  New  York.  The 
award  was  for  her  dramatic  treatment  of  a  CARE  announcement.  The  NBC 
"Goodyear  Television  Playhouse"  was  accorded  second  place  for  the  top 
award  in  the  television  field.  The  show  was  cited  for  its  special  pro¬ 
duction  honoring  the  "Crusade  for  Freedom." 

Following  are  programs  named  by  Guedel 's  "Dinky  Foundation" 
for  radio  and  television  awards: 

Best  Public  Service  Message  in  Radio  in  1951  --  NBC's  "The 

Big  Show." 

Second  Place  --  NBC's  "Father  Knows  Best"  --  cited  for  Free¬ 
dom  of  America  and  safe  driving  messages. 

Honorable  Mentions  --  NBC's  "Phil  Harris-Alice  Faye  Show"  -- 
for  an  entire  program  theme  devoted  to  Red  Cross  Blood  Bank  need.  NBC's 
"Halls  of  Ivy"  --  for  Community  Chest  message  integrated  into  program. 
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2  -  Dinky  Awards 


NBC's  "Fibber  McGee  and  Molly'1  --  a  program  theme  centered  around  the 
Community  Chest. 

Special  Awards  --  NBC's  "Life  Can  Be  Beautiful." 

Best  Public  Service  Message  in  TV  for  1951  --  Second  place  - 

NBC's  "Goodyear  Television  Playhouse"  --  for  "Flight  to  Freedom"  play 

highlighting  the  "Crusade  for  Freedom." 

Special  awards  --  NBC's  "Bob  Hope  Show"  --  for  salutes  to 
service  men  and  Blood  Bank  promotion. 

Judges  for  the  more  than  100  entries  were  Dr.  Robert  Gordon 

Sproul,  president  of  the  University  of  California;  Mrs.  Rowena  Willis, 

a  selected  average  Los  Angeles  housewife,  and  author  Rupert  Hughes. 
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CREDITS  FOR  ‘THE 

SILENT  MEN’  ON  NBC  RADIO 

TITLE: 

THE  SILENT  MEN 

TIME: 

NBC  radio,  Wednesday, 

10:00  p.m.,  EST 

STAR: 

Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr. 

PRODUCER-DIRECTOR 

Warren  Lewis 

WRITERS: 

Warren  Lewis  and  Lou  Rusoff 

ANNOUNCER: 

Don  Stanley 

FORMAT: 

Semi-documentary  Adventure 

STARTING  DATE: 

(original)  October  14,  1951 

(new  series)  March  19,  1952 

ORIGINATION: 

Hollywood 
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March  19,  1952 

X  - # 

RALPH  EDWARDS’  TV  SHOW,  NOW  TELECAST  THREE  DAYS  A  WEEK, 

TO  BECOME  MONDAY -THROUGH -FRIDAY  FEATURE 

-:c- - x - # 

NBC-TV’s  increasingly  popular  RALPH  EDWARDS  SHOW,  which  has 

been  telecast  three  times  a  week,  will  go  on  a  Monday -through-Friday 
schedule  (3:30  p.m.,  EST) ,  beginning  Monday,  March  31,  Norman  Black¬ 
burn,  director  of  network  television  for  the  West  Coast,  announced 
today . 

The  show,  which  started  Jan,  14,  has  rated  consistantly 
among  the  top  daytime  TV  programs. 

The  "Ralph  Edwards  Show"  has  brought  viewers  such  unique 
'  features  as  "Return  Engagement,"  during  which  an  entertainer  appears 
on  the  program  at  the  request  of  a  serviceman  or  veteran  who  has  seen 
the  performer  at  an  Army  camp  or  overseas;  "What  Happened  to  Them," 
during  which  people  once  in  the  limelight,  such  as  "Wrong  Way"  Corri¬ 
gan  and  Foreign  Legionnaire  Colonel  Peter  Ortiz,  appear  on  the  program 
and  tell  what  they  have  done  since  they  made  newspaper  headlines;  and 
"Fabulous  Folk,"  such  as  Ada  Nolligan,  wardrobe  mistress  on  Broadway 
many  years  ago. 

The  "Ralph  Edwards  Show"  has  also  featured  the  first  TV 
mystery-man  contest  --  "Mr,  Dimes,"  who  was  identified  as  Walt  Disney, 
during  the  course  of  the  contest,  a  great  deal  of  money  was  raised 
for  the  March  of  Dimes. 

Additional  segments  and  features  are  expected  to  be  launched 
on  the  two  additional  days  the  program  will  be  on  the  air  --  Tuesdays 
and  Thursdays. 

The  new  TV  schedule  is  in  addition  to  Ralph  Edwards’  Monday - 
^  through-Friday  radio  show  on  NBC  (2:00  p.m,,  EST), 
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DENNIS  DAY  GETS  'CONTRACT1  FROM  JACK  B 


DURING  'RCA  VICTOR  SHOW'  ON  NBC 
When  Dennis  Day  plays  host  to  Jack;  Bsnny  on  the  RCA  VICTOR 

SHOW  Friday,  March  21  on  NBC -TV  (8:00  p.m.,  EST)  he  will  be  offered  a 

* 

new  contract  by  Benny  with  the  following  generous  provisions  (gener¬ 
ous  for  Benny,  that  is): 


Provision  A  --  Benny  agrees  to  hire  Dennis  Day  for  the  sing¬ 
ing  of  songs  and  (in  small  print)  mowing  of  lawns,  cleaning  out  swim¬ 
ming  pool,  which  entitles  him  to.., see  amendment  B.  Amendment  B  -- 
entitles  him  to  swim  in  Benny's  pool  on  weekdays,  at  half  price... see 
provision  C.  Provision  C  --  providing  he  does  not  swallow  any  water. 

Regarding  travel  expenses,  Benny  agrees  to  provide  trans¬ 
portation  for  Dennis  wherever  program  may  go,  providing  it  is  more 
than  25  miles  from  Hollywood;  if  it's  uphill  all  the  way.  Should  the 
distance  be  more  than  500  miles,  Benny  promises,  under  the  contract, 
to  provide  Dennis  with  a  road  map  and  hitchhiker's  manual. 

Stipulation  C,  Amendment  F  of  Provision  D  concerns  salary, 

with  Benny  agreeing  to  pay  Dennis  a  weekly  salary... and  a  $500  bonus 
every  Christmas,  providing  Christmas  falls  in  a  month  without  an  MR” 

in  it . 

Under  Clause  H,  Dennis  allowed  sick  benefits,  if... in  case 

of  illness  all  medical  expenses  will  be  paid  by  Benny .. .providing 
Benny  is  the  one  who  is  ill.  Should  Dennis  become  seriously  ill. 
Clause  B  provides  Benny  would  pay  him  full  salary  the  moment  his  tem¬ 
perature  passes  126  degrees. 

And  finally,  the  contract  sets  forth  that  Benny  pay  Denpis 
a  salary  of  $35  a  week  with  a  cost-of-living  clause  that  reads.. when 

Benny's  cost  of  living  goes  up,  Dennis'  salary  goes  down, 

(Above  program  is  for  live  telecast  and  later  kine  showings). 
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KATHARINE  CORNELL  TO  MAKE  TV  DEBUT  WITH 
NBC  SYMPHONY  IN  RED  CROSS  APPEAL 


Katharine  Cornell,  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
actresses  of  the  American  theatre,  will  make  her  debut  on 
television  on  behalf  of  the  American  Red  Cross  during  the 
intermission  of  the  Toscanini  NBC  Symphony  simulcast, 
Saturday,  March  22  (NBC,  radio  and  television  networks, 

6:30  p.m. ,  EST) . 

The  sponsor  of  the  simulcast,  the  Reynolds  Metals 
Company,  is  giving  up  its  commercial  time  to  the  Red  Cross 
for  a  special  appeal  by  Miss  Cornell  and  E,  Roland  Harriman 
of  the  Red  Cross.  Last  week  the  Reynolds  Metals  Company 
relinquished  its  commercial  time  for  an  appeal  by  Helen 
Hayes  on  behalf  of  the  Girl  Scouts  of  America. 

Miss  Cornell  had  steadfastly  refused  to  appear 
on  television,  but  agreed  to  do  it  for  the  Red  Cross. 
Currently  she  is  starring  in  "The  Constant  Wife"  on  Broad¬ 
way.  Miss  Cornell's  and  Harriman' s  appearance  will  be 
made  in  the  Rose  Room  of  Carnegie  Hall.  Toscanini's  pro¬ 
gram  will  include  Beethoven's  "Symphony  No.  5'1  and  Respighi's 
"Pines  of  Rome."  Don  Gillis  is  radio  producer  and  Kirk 
Browning  will  direct  the  telecast. 

- o - 


NBC -New  York,  3/19/52 


.  ve  A  diw:  ■  ■  Mid  r  ■  a 

JASlnA  aaOFiO  CiiH  HI  YHOrftNJYE  0811 


•o  n'zlu  n!  Jci  it  Ison;  odd  'io  -.jo  tir  tno'j  onl  .  ;dd£}I 
rlo  rtjjrf  •,)  -sod  ojJsra  i 1. 1  w  *  o  idBodd  neoI'towA  dd  lo  c oeaandos 
odd  sniiL'ia  asonO  iosH  aeoi/i  >mA  odd  lo  llsdsd  no  nolaivelsd 

T  ..rid  to  no  jt  a  a  la 
.  olbsn  *OQW)  2' 

\ 

.  (T83  «.m.q  0£ j d 

bIbIoM  ablon^oH  srid  idaBoIumla  Bill  lo  noanoqa  odT 

baH  arid  o-d  amid  lalon  ...  nlvlg  si  ^Y.xsqmoO 

nsfni'nsH  bnsl<  fl  \3.  has  IIomoD  er  lM  ^cf  I  JBoqos  iBJtooqa  .0  nol 
YflsqmoO  alsd^M  aWoa^'H  anil  >t9ow  dafij  . eaoiQ  bafi  orid  lo 
naj  oH  \A  laaqqs  ns  nol  srald  Xsloosowioo  edi  Osriaiupnllot 
.bo in  imA  lo  eJu oo3  InlO  odd  lo  Haded  no  asysH 
nsoqqs  od  b '  colon  ^IdaBlbe  la  bsd  IXomoO  eaXM 

.  aaoiD  boH  odd  nol  di  ob  od  beanos  dud  %noioiv9l od  no 

. 

-baonS  no  "allW  dnadanoO  ox  '  .iJt  snln'isda  ni  oris  \.  tuO 

t 

<’  £  I  w  >008109 qqs  a’fi&miTXaH  brts  v; .  ..  .v 

. -onq  e  ’  JtoioaoaoT  »  I  foil  9I3901AO  lo  moo?]  aaoft  arid  ni  stem 
'  Xrigtqaeft  bn  a  ‘t?  .  oW  Ynoriqmy;Xi  ’  ;  ’  novorid99fi  obulorii  Xliw  msrt% 

<  ....  ■  : .  .dm  • :  •  | 

.das^oXod  9nd  loonib  j Ilw  onlnwonS 

— - o - 


-••O'  '  •-..  ,Xr  Y  v: 


CHRISTINE  C  A  S  S  E  '  L V 
ROOM  400 


COP  I E S 


YORK 


PR-17A-9-45 

March  20,  1952 


TWO  NEW  SPONSORS  TO  PARTICIPATE 
IN  NBC’S  'MINUTE  MAN  PLAN' 

Participation  of  two  new  sponsors  in  the  NBC  radio  network's 
"Minute  Man  Plan1'  was  announced  today  by  Lud  Simmel,  manager  of  Co-op 
Programs . 

The  International  Shoe  Co.  will  sponsor  the  9:00-9:15  a.m., 
EST,  portion  of  "Howdy  Doody"  (Saturdays,  8:30-9:30  a.m.,  EST)  over  the 
NBC  radio  network  beginning  March  22.  The  product  to  be  advertised  is 
Poll  Parrot  Trim  Tred  Shoes.  Henri,  Hurst  &  McDonald,  Inc,,  is  the 
advertising  agency. 

Fred  Fear  &  Co.  has  purchased  two  one-minute  announcements 
|  on  "Howdy  Doody"  over  19  stations  for  Saturdays,  March  29  and  April  5, 
and  three  one -minute  announcements  on  the  "Kate  Smith  Show"  on  radio 

(Mondays  through  Fridays,  12:15-12:45  p.m.,  EST)  on  19  other  stations, 
for  Monday,  April  7,  Wednesday,  April  9  and  Friday,  April  11.  Chick- 
Chick  and  Presto  Egg  Colorings  are  the  products,  through  Hilton  & 


Riggio  advertising  agency. 

- o - 

STANDARD  BRANDS  TO  SPONSOR  PORTION 
OF  'HOWDY  DOODY'  SHOW  ON  NBC -TV 

Standard  Brands,  Inc.,  will  sponsor  the  5:45-6:00  p.m.,  EST, 
portion  of  "Howdy  Doody"  each  Thursday  over  the  NBC  television  network 
starting  March  20.  Products  to  be  advertised  are  Royal  puddings  and 
gelatin.  Advertising  Agency  for  the  new  sponsor  is  Ted  Bates  &  Co. 

"Howdy  Doody"  is  seen  over  NBC-OT  Mondays  through  Fridays, 

5:30-6:00  p.m.,  EST. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 
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REUNION  FOR  JACK  BENNY  AND  EDWARD  SOBOL, 

WORLD  WAR  I  PALS,  ON  ’RCA  VICTOR  SHOW' 

Jack  Benny’s  appearance  as  a  guest  on  the  RCA 
VICTOR  SHOW  STARRING  DENNIS  DAY  on  Friday,  March  21 
(NBC -TV,  8:00  p.m.,  EST)  brings  about  a  reunion  of 
World  War  I  buddies. 

Benny  will  work  together,  for  the  first  time 
since  that  war,  with  Edward  Sobol,  producer-director 
of  the  "RCA  Victor  Show."  Sobol  and  Benny  shared 
a  room  in  Waukegan,  Ill.,  Benny’s  home  town,  when 
the  two  were  permitted  to  live  off  their  naval 
base,  the  Great  Lakes  Naval  Training  Station. 

At  that  time  Benny  did  an  act  playing  the 
violin  and  accompanying  it  with  comedy  routines. 

Both  Benny  and  Sobol  were  appearing  together  in 
Navy  revues. 

(Above  program  is  for  live  telecast  and 
later  kine  showings). 
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OHIO  OFFICIAL  ASKS  NBC’S  ADVICE  ON  PRIMARY 
FACILITIES;  NET  ANNOUNCES  ASSIGNMENTS 
FOR  COMING  PRIMARY  ELECTIONS 

NBC’s  grassroots  coverage  of  important  state  primary  elec¬ 
tions  like  those  in  New  Hampshire  has  prompted  Ted  Brown,  secretary  of 
State  of  Ohio,  to  ask  NBC  for  suggestions  to  facilitate  the  reporting 
of  the  Ohio  primaries  on  Tuesday,  May  6. 

Brown  wrote:  'Undoubtedly  in  your  coverage  of  the  New 
Hampshire  primaries  your  organization  learned  some  things  which  might 
be  helpful  to  us  in  giving  the  press  and  radio  the  best  possible  ser¬ 
vice  during  our  Ohio  primaries.  May  6." 

Joseph  Meyers,  manager  of  NBC  radio  news  operations,  replied 
that  the  networks  hoped  Ohio  would  provide  rapid  tabulation  of  the 
voting  at  a  centralized  location. 

Meanwhile  Henry  Cassidy,  NBC  director  of  radio  news,  an¬ 
nounced  that  NBC  commentators  would  cover  primaries  in  various  states 
on  a  rotating  basis  to  renew  the  bonds  of  friendship  between  NBC  news¬ 
men  and  prominent  political  figures.  W.W.  Chaplin  and  George  Hicks 
will  cover  the  Wisconsin  and  Nebraska  primaries  on  April  1;  Frank 
Bourgholtzer,  NBC  White  House  Correspondent,  and  Merrill  Mueller,  net¬ 
work  commentator,  will  join  Hicks  to  cover  the  Illinois  primaries  a 
week  later  on  April  8.  NBC  affiliates  KSD  at  St.  Louis  and  WEEK  in 
Peoria  will  enlarge  NBC  coverage  in  Illinois  under  the  direction  of 
William  Ray,  NBC  Chicago  news  manager.  Joseph  Meyers  and  Art  Wakelee 
of  NBC  New  York  will  fly  to  Chicago  to  coordinate  NBC  newscasts  during 
the  Illinois  voting. 

NBC  also  plans  to  send  teams  of  newsmen  into  the  field  for 
the  New  Jersey  primaries  on  April  15,  operating  from  the  state  capital, 
Trenton,  and  for  the  Pennsylvania  primaries  on  April  22  when  NBC  news 
headquarters  will  be  established  in  Harrisburg. 
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NBC  SYMPHONY  ORCHESTRA  MUSICIAN 
HONORED  IN  PHOTOGRAPHIC  BOOK 


Carlton  Cooley,  first  violist  of  the  NBC  Symphony 
Orchestra,  has  been  singled  out  in  the  current  Funk  and 
Wagnalls  book,  "There's  Money  in  Pictures,"  for  his  comments 
and  pointers  on  his  outstanding  pictures  of  Maestro  Arturo 
Toscanini . 

Author  Leo  M.  Solomon,  chief  of  the  Press  Photo 
Section  of  the  Department  of  State,  points  out  that  Cooley 
is  an  amateur  who  has  never  sold  a  picture  and  has  no 
desire  to  sell. 

Solomon  relates  that  because  the  violist  must 
shoot  his  candid  camera  quickly  and  has  time  to  aim  only 
when  the  score  allows  a  few  bars  rest,  Cooley  does  all  his 
focusing  and  setting  of  camera  stops  before  Toscanini  calls 
the  orchestra  to  attention.  And  he  takes  all  his  pictures 
at  rehearsals,  never  at  performances  where  his  actions 
might  distract  the  audience. 

Cooley  knows  the  studio  lighting  so  well  that  he 
has  discontinued  the  use  of  exposure  meters.  He  arrives  at 
the  studio  about  an  hour  early  and  focuses  from  his  seat 
about  seven  feet  from  the  conductor,  using  anybody  as  a 
stand-in. 

He  has  taken  more  than  50  photos  of  the  conductor. 
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DAVIDSON  TAYLOR  TO  BE  A  U.S.*  DELEGATE  TO  UNESCO 
ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  ON  TELEVISION 

Davidson  Taylor,  general  production  executive 
for  NBC  television,  will  be  a  United  States  dele¬ 
gate  to  the  conference  of  the  UNESCO  Advisory 
Committee  on  television,  which  is  to  convene  in 
Paris  April  7-12.  The  committee  will  examine 
the  possibilities  of  using  television  in  the 
cause  of  international  understanding  through 
education,  science  and  culture. 

Taylor  is  preparing  for  the  Committee  a 
statement  on  the  present  state  of  television 
development  in  this  country,  as  well  as  a  state¬ 
ment  on  film  materials  which  are  now  useful  to 
American  television. 
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PORTION  OF  *  HOWDY  DOODY'  TV  SHOW  TO  BE  SPONSORED 
BY  CONTINENTAL  BAKING  CO.  EACH  WEDNESDAY 


The  Continental  Baking  Co.  will  sponsor  the  5:,l45-6:00  p.m., 
EST,  portion  of  "Howdy  Doody"  each  Wednesday  over  the  NBC  television 
network  starting  June  11. 

Products  to  be  advertised  are  Wonder  Bread  and  Hostess  Cakes. 
The  advertising  agency  for  Continental  Baking  is  Ted  Bates  &  Co. 

"Howdy  Doody"  is  seen  over  NBC-TV  Mondays  through  Fridays, 
5:30-6:00  p.m.,  EST. 

- o - 

WILLARD  C.  WORCESTER  IS  ELECTED  TO  NBC'S  SPAC 

Willard  C.  Worcester,  vice  president  and  general  manager  of 
Station  WIRE,  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  has  been  elected  to  the  National 
Broadcasting  Company's  1952  Stations  Planning  and  Advisory  Committee, 
Carleton  D.  Smith,  vice  president  in  charge  of  Station  Relations  for 
the  network,  announced  today. 

Worcester  will  represent  NBC  radio  affiliates  from  the  Third 
District  (Michigan,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Kentucky  and  Western 
Pennsylvania) . 

- o - 


J 


AMERICA'S  NO.  1  NETWORK  •  THE  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 


. 


'  ■ 


. .  . 


•  • 


.  •  •  i  '  •  '  ■  .  •  :  „  Yi 

-.1  :*•.'»  r.  ■' '  * ’■;<  *00U  V 1  WO  I* 

,  X  .<  -  L 


■  • 


i. : 


o  .  .:i 

joi-.1  o. 


•• 


•  ••  ■  • 


•  1  •  ' 

vs  -H:’ 

. 


*  -rS 


’  jf  :  0  '  h  !  * 

,  :  .  :  ;  ■>  ^ !.  - 


. 


. 


1  : 


.  rr  :  •  ■ 


' 

,  '  ..  ;  ?,  ■JJ  '  ’  •  •  iV 

j '  rioW 


V  J  .1  + 


.  —  • 


NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


WILLIAM  S.  HEDGES  IS  NAMED  SPECIAL  RADIO  ADVISOR 
ON  STAFF  OF  ARMY'S  SOLDIER  MUSIC  PROGRAM 

William  S.  Hedges,  NBC  vice  president  in  charge  of  Integrated 
Services,  has  been  appointed  a  Special  Radio  Advisor  on  the  staff  of 
the  Soldier  Music  Program  for  four  Eastern  U.S.  Army  installations  by 
the  Department  of  the  Army. 

Hedges  will  act  in  a  voluntary  advisory  capacity  to  the  Spec¬ 
ial  Services  Officers  of  the  U.S.  Military  Academy,  West  Point,  N.Y.; 
Camp  Drum,  Watertown,  N.Y.;  Fort  Slocum,  New  Rochelle,  N.Y.,  and  Camp 
Kilmer,  N.J.  His  funtion  will  be  to  direct  these  officers  to  suitable 
agencies  or  persons  who  may  assist  Army  personnel  in  production  of 
entertainment  programs. 

- o - 

DONALD  A.  RUTLEDGE  IS  APPOINTED  EMPLOYE  RELATIONS  MANAGER 

IN  NBC  PERSONNEL  DEPARTMENT 

Donald  A.  Rutledge  has  been  appointed  manager  of  Employe  Re¬ 
lations  of  the  NBC  Personnel  Department,  Ernest  de  la  Ossa,  director, 
announced  today. 

Rutledge  comes  to  NBC  after  four-and -one -half  years  as  assis¬ 
tant  to  the  personnel  manager  of  Arabian  American  Oil  Co.  His  back¬ 
ground  also  includes  three  years  pre-war,  and  one  post-war;  as  regional 
director  of  Civilian  Personnel,  San  Francisco  Office,  Office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  He  also  was  salary  analyst  for  three  years  with  the 
Civil  Service  Commission,  San  Francisco,  and  for  one  year  with  the 
California  State  Personnel  Board. 

During  World  War  II,  Rutledge  served  two  years  as  a  U.S.  Navy 
Lieutenant  (jg,),  Office  of  Industrial  Relations,  in  charge  of  the 
Salary  and  Wage  Office,  12th  Naval  District.  Rutledge  holds  a  B.A.  and 
a  Master's  degree  in  Personnel  Administration  from  the  University  of 
California  in  Berkeley. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


NBC -TV*  S  VIVIAN  BLAINE  AND  MARGUERITE  PIAZZA 
ARE  ON  LIST  OF  16  BEST  DRESSED  WOMEN 


Two  NBC-TV  stars  were  named  among  1952Ts  16 
Best  Dressed  Women  by  the  Fashion  Academy:  Vivian 
Blaine  of  ’’Those  Two”  starring  Vivian  Blaine  and 
Pinky  Lee,  and  Marguerite  Piazza,  lovely  operatic 
soprano  featured  on  ’’Your  Show  of  Shows.” 

The  awards  are  made  each  Spring  to  focus 
attention  on  American  designing  talent  by  citing 
women  for  fashion  leadership,  according  to  Mrs. 
Emil  Alvin  Hartman,  director  of  Fashion  Academy. 

Miss  Blaine,  who  is  also  star  of  the  Broad¬ 
way  musical  ’’Guys  and  Dolls,”  was  named  best- 
dressed  woman  on  the  stage.  Miss  Piazza  was 
named  best -dressed  woman  in  opera.  Both  win  the 
1952  Fashion  Academy  gold  medal  awards. 
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RECORD  CONCENTRATION  OF  MORILE  TV  UNITS 
PLANNED  FOR  NBC -TV  CONVENTION  COVERAGE 


•& 


ft 


The  National  Broadcasting  Company  will  move  the  largest 
concentration  of  mobile  television  transmitting  equipment  ever  as¬ 
sembled  to  Chicago  for  NBC’s  coverage  of  the  two  political  conventions 
in  July.  Philco  Radio  and  Television  Corporation  will  sponsor  NBC's 
convention  reports  on  both  radio  and  television. 

NBC  will  have  in  Chicago  four  mobile  units,  including,  a  new 
"crash  truck'1  which  is  completely  equipped  to  transmit  live  TV  pic¬ 
tures  or  l6mm  motion  pictures  direct  from  the  35-foot  vehicle.  The 
"crash  truck"  will  carry  three  electronic  cameras  and  several  movie 
cameras.  It  will  house  a  self-powered  electric  generator  to  supply 
power  for  the  transmission  of  TV  pictures,  live  or  on  film,  a  rapid- 
process  dark  room  and  a  movie  projector.  The  super-mobile  unit,  de¬ 
signed  by  NBC  engineers,  will  be  able  to  transmit  sound  as  well  as 
pictures  to  NBC  headquarters  in  the  Merchandise  Mart  and  will  be  able 
to  transmit  and  receive  cue  signals  on  different  radio  frequencies. 

NBC  is  constructing  two  other  new  mobile  units  for  use  at 
Chicago.  These  trucks  will  be  able  to  transmit  "live"  pictures  and 

accompanying  sound. 

(more ) 
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2  -  NBC-TV  Convention  Coverage 


The  mobile  units  will  serve  NBC's  specially  created  "Human 
Interest  Team1'  at  the  Republican  and  Democratic  conventions  under  the 
supervision  of  Adolph  J .  Schneider,  acting  NBC-TV  director  of  Special 
Events.  F.A.  Wankel,  director  of  technical  operations  for  NBC  tele¬ 
vision,  will  supervise  the  engineering  aspects  of  the  mobile  coverage. 

NBC-TV* s  Human  Interest  Team  will  provide  the  Philco-NBC 
audience  with  feature  material  to  brighten  the  political  reports  direct 
from  the  floor  of  the  International  Amphitheatre.  Schneider  will  head 
a  staff  of  directors,  writers  and  reporters  whose  sole  job  at  Chicago 
will  be  to  ferret  out  the  side  stories  which  will  amuse  as  well  as  in¬ 
form  televiewers. 

Schneider  and  his  staff  are  already  at  work  on  a  series  of 
16  pre-convention  telecasts  which  will  give  NBC  viewers  latest  reports 
on  the  race  for  the  Presidential  nomination  prior  to  the  actual  bal¬ 
loting  in  Chicago  and  a  picture  history  of  past  political  conventions. 

Meanwhile,  NBC  engineers  have  blueprinted  the  7>500  square 
foot  NBC-Philco  convention  headquarters  in  the  North  Wing  of  the 
Amphitheatre.  The  headquarters  will  be  completely  air-conditioned  and 
will  contain  two  large  television  studios  and  three  radio  studios  spe¬ 
cially  constructed  by  NBC  for  the  conventions.  A  newsroom  housing 
teletypes,  switchboards,  operations  desks  for  both  television  and 
radio  and  NBC’s  central  news  desk,  will  occupy  1,300  square  feet.  To 
the  central  desk  will  pour  news  from  more  than  fifty  reporters  and 
commentators  which  then  will  be  funneled  to  both  radio  and  Tv  networks. 

NBC  headquarters  also  will  include  dark  rooms  for  movie  and 
still  picture*  developing,  make-up  rooms,  staging  facilities,  dressing 


(more) 
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3  -  NBC -TV  Convention  Coverage 


rooms,  tape  recording  rooms,  studios  for  NBC  affiliate  stations  and 
an  office  for  the  sponsors  of  NBC's  conventions  coverage. 

There  also  will  be  an  executive  office  designed  by  William 
R.  McAndrew,  Director  of  NBC-TV  public  affairs.  Prom  this  office, 
equipped  with  television  and  radio  monitors  at  NBC-Philco  headquarters, 
will  go  orders  over  a  communications  system  connected  to  every  NBC 
operating  position  in  Chicago,  whether  it  be  in  the  Amphitheatre,  at 
the  Conrad  Hilton  Hotel,  or  mobile  units  cruising  through  the  streets. 

Francis  McCall,  director  of  NBC-TV  News,  went  to  Chicago 
this  week  to  help  complete  planning  of  NBC's  convention  headquarters. 
McAndrew,  who  will  be  operating  head  of  NBC's  convention  coverage,  will 
meet  on  April  1  with  NBC  officials  in  Chicago. 

- o - 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


DONALD  A.  MACKENZIE  IS  APPOINTED  NBC  MANAGER 
OP  PERSONNEL  IN  NEW  YORK 

Donald  A.  Mackenzie  has  been  appointed  NBC 
Manager  of  personnel  -  New  York,  Personnel  Depart¬ 
ment,  Ernest  de  la  Ossa,  director  of  Personnel, 
announced  today. 

Mackenzie  comes  to  NBC  from  Stern  Bros,  de¬ 
partment  store,  where  he  served  as  personnel  dir¬ 
ector  for  the  past  two  years.  Prior  to  that,  he 
had  worked  for  eight  years  in  the  personnel  de¬ 
partment  of  the  J.C.  Penney  Co. 

Mackenzie  served  as  a  captain  in  the  U.S.  Army 
Air  Force  in  the  South  Pacific  for  four  years  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  II.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Columbia 
University. 
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March  26,  1952 

’SUMMER  RADIO:  1952,’  A  NEW  FILMED  NBC  PRESENTATION, 

WITH  FRED  ALLEN  AS  ’VEEP’  FOR  SUMMER,  TELLS  OF 
THE  ADVANTAGES  OF  RADIO  IN  WARM  MONTHS 

Summer  and  sales:  synonymous  words  for  the  radio  network  ad¬ 
vertiser  who  sponsors  NBC  programs  during  the  sunshine  months. 

That's  the  conclusion  of  the  network’s  unique  new  presenta¬ 
tion,  "Summer  Radio:  1952,"  a  precedent-shattering  sound-slide  color 
film  produced  by  the  NBC  Radio  Advertising  and  Promotion  Department. 

1  Conceived  and  executed  by  Jacob  A.  Evans,  department  manager,  and 
Harold  W.  Shepard,  supervisor  of  Radio  Sales  Promotion,  the  presenta¬ 
tion  is  in  the  tradition  of  last  Fall's  "This... Is  NBC,"  in  that  it 
employs  radio  techniques  to  tell  the  story  of  "Summer  Radio:  1952." 

Humorist  Fred  Allen  is  starred  as  radio's  only  "vice  presi¬ 
dent  in  charge  of  Summer."  Supported  by  an  all-star  cast  including 
Portland  Hoffa,  William  Gargan,  Frank  Gallop,  Staats  Cotsworth  and 
others,  Allen  appears  in  the  half-hour  film  as  the  protagonist  of  the 
Summer  sales  picture  on  NBC  Radio. 

Commissioned  at  the  outset  of  the  film  by  NBC's  Charles  C. 

Barry,  vice  president  in  charge  of  Radio  Network  Programs,  "to  bring 
the  facts  and  the  value  of  Summer  Radio  to  NBC  advertisers  and  agencies^' 
Allen  sets  out  on  a  typically  Allen-esque  tour,  polling  research  auth¬ 
orities,  network  executives,  ratings  experts,  agency  men  and  even  a 

"Private  eye."  (more) 

AMERICA’S  NO.  1  NETWORK  •  THE  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 


2  -  Summer  Radio 


Allen  finds  Summer  radio  for  1952  bigger  and  better  than  ever 
in  every  respect,  with  his  findings  falling  into  three  main  categories: 

1  -  The  general  Summer  sales  picture  --a  larger  •:  - 
canvas  than  most  people  know. 

2  -  The  place,  in  the  Summer  scene,  of  Radio  --  the 
only  advertising  and  sales  medium  that  follows  people  wherever 
they  are. 

3  -  The  NBC  Radio  Network  Sales  Plans  for  the 
Summer  --  Tonnage  Technique,  Super  Summer  Tandem,  Market 
Basket  and  Merchandising, 

THE  SUMMER  MARKET 

Investigating  the  size  and  immediacy  of  the  Summer  market, 
Allen  learns  that  the  sales  trend  during  the  warm  months  shows  a  marked 
increase  for  many  products. 

Fourteen  %  more  toilet  soap  is  sold  during  the  Summer  months 
than  the  average  of  all  other  months.  Beverage  sales  increase,  with 
soft  drinks  up  47 beer  sales  skyrocketing  and  tea  up  22'$.  Dry 
cereals  advance  17 %  increase,  refrigerators  91$  and  ranges  65%.  Cos¬ 
metic  sales  leap;  there  is  5$  more  smoking  done  in  the  Summer,  and 
gasoline  and  oil  sales  also  climb  5$;  31$  more  automobiles  are  sold; 

6$  more  building  materials.  Auto  tires,  home  heating  units  and  paints 
show  notable  Summer  sales  increases. 

Overall,  total  national  retail  sales  during  June,  July  and 
August,  for  all  business,  are  only  2.6$  below  the  level  for  the  entire 
year,  and  the  level  for  the  non-Summer  months  is  raised  considerably  by 
the  Christmas  season. 

The  conclusion:  there  is  no  Summer  sales  slump,  and  the  smart 
advertiser  will  keep  his  sales  message  before  the  buyer  when  he's  ready 
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3  -  Summer  Radio 


SUMMER  RADIO 

Network  radio  is  the  medium  to  do  the  job,  Allen  discovers. 
Radio  goes  where  the  buyer  goes  in  the  Summer  --  to  the  beach,  driving, 
on  vacation  and  in  the  home.  Twenty-four  out  of  25  people  are  at  home 
during  any  average  Summer  week,  not  away  on  vacation,  because  although 
most  people  take  a  vacation  during  the  year,  not  all  of  them  take  it 
during  the  Summer, 

The  shrewdest  advertisers,  he  finds  --  those  who  spent  in  ex¬ 
cess  of  $500,000  in  radio  during  1950  --  have  learned  the  value  of 
radio  during  the  Summer  months.  Nine  out  of  10  continued  their  use  of 
radio  in  the  Summer  of  1951.  And  most  39-week  nighttime  advertisers 
on  NBC  Radio  can  stay  on  for  the  13  Summer  weeks  at  a  cost  of  only  47 % 
per  week  of  their  current  expenditure. 

American  Research  Bureau  figures,  Fred  discovers,  show  that 
in  all  homes  (both  TV  and  non-TV)  throughout  the  country,  radio  listen¬ 
ing  is  overwhelmingly  greater  than  the  total  time  spent  with  all  other 
media . 

He  learns  that  advertisers  who  stay  on  the  air  52  weeks  a 
year  capitalize  on  Summer  listening  in  two  ways.  Aside  from  doing  a 
consistently  strong  sales  job  during  the  Summer,  they  ease  into  the 
Fall  listening  season  at  a  high  audience  level,  and  at  the  lowest  rates 
in  advertising  history. 

There's  bound  to  be  increased  listening  to  radio  this  Summer, 
Allen  is  informed,  because  this  is  a  national  election  year.  With  an 
estimated  105,300,000  radio  sets  in  the  U.S.,  one  for  everyone  of  vot¬ 
ing  age,  NBC  is  prepared  to  broadcast  the  most  exciting  and  complete 
election  news  coverage  in  radio  history. 


(more) 


' 


:  •  j  • ; 

:  •  •  • 

:  .  -  ,  -  *  :  '  ‘  '  v ,  - 

'•  ■ 

.  •  :n  • :  ;A  n  i 

■  •  eori  . .  .  •  IT 

sL&v  ■  ■  l  5  O-tJ 

.  • 

• .  I  .  '  -  I  A  A 

BOO  J  .  '  ' 

.  •;  ..  .  ! r/ O  J , 

'  •  3 

fcl  .  .  i 

'  .  • 

.  Bi 


:-r  -.'i  I  ......  >  ■ 

3C-X  o.XcU  983 

i  desviol  ,  '  v  i  r  •.  9 cfa.U  I 

.  ur  ■),  eXr:  5.1  la l  ■t+tevbi 

,  .  .  ...  ■ 

.  , 
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In  an  encounter  with  Henry  Cassidy,  director  of  Radio  News, 
Special  Events,  Public  Affairs  and  Education,  Allen  learns  that  NBC 
Radio  will  give  24-hour  coverage  to  the  national  conventions  of  both 
major  parties,  plus  special  on-the-spot  coverage  of  key  state  delega¬ 
tions,  and  candidate  campaign  headquarters.  34  reporters,  newsmen, 
editorial  writers  and  directors,  including  most  of  the  top  radio  news¬ 
men  of  the  day,  will  cover  the  elections  on  NBC  Radio. 

Allen's  conclusion:  People  will  have  their  ears  glued  to 
Radio  all  Summer  long. 

NBC  RADIO  SUMMER  SALES  PLANS 

An  interview  with  John  K.  Herbert,  NBC  vice  president  in 
charge  of  Radio  Network  Sales,  completes  the  Summer  story  for  Allen. 

It  is  here  that  he  learns  about  NBC's  Merchandising,  Market  Basket, 
Super  Summer  Tandem  and  Tonnage  Technique  Plans. 

NBC's  Merchandising  Department,  Allen  finds,  helps  the  adver¬ 
tiser  at  point-of-sale  by  getting  retail  merchandising  cooperation 
through  its  twelve  district  supervisors  in  the  field.  These  men  work 
with  NBC-affiliated  stations,  with  wholesalers  and  retailers,  to  tie 
in  point-of-sale  displays  of  NEC -advertised  products.  They  make  sure 
that  retailers  know  the  full  advertising  impact  behind  NBC -advertised 
products,  and  show  them  how  to  make  more  sales  by  taking  advantage  of 
the  radio  advertiser's  sales  campaign.  This  service,  Herbert  explains, 
is  available  to  any  NBC  sponsor  without  cost. 

Merchandising  also  plays  a  large  part  in  the  network's  Market 
Basket  Plan,  Herbert  points  out  to  Allen.  This  plan  is  an  effective 
combination  of  the  impact  of  NBC  radio  advertising  with  merchandising 
to  increase  sales  of  food  store  products.  Three  food  advertisers 


(more): 
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jointly  sponsor  three  programs  on  the  three  biggest  food-shopping  days 
of  the  week  --  Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday.  Each  advertiser  receives 
a  full  minute  commercial  plus  opening  and  closing  billboards,  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  cooperating  stores  receive  a  one -minute  cut-in  announcement 
at  the  end  of  the  program,  plugging  Market  Basket  products  that  they 
have  on  display,  and  promoting  themselves. 

Over  20,000  stores,  including  5*000  supermarkets  are  current¬ 
ly  cooperating  with  NBC,  according  to  Herbert.  The  programs  comprising 
the  Market  Basket  Plan  are: 

THE  MAN  CALLED  X,  starring  Herbert  Marshall;  SCREEN  DIRECTORS' 
PLAYHOUSE,  featuring  award-winning  Hollywood  stars  and  directors,  and 
MY  SECRET  STORY,  a  drama  designed  for  women  listeners. 

In  point  of  cost  and  audience.  Market  Basket  comes  up  with  an 
estimated  41,000,000  delivered  advertising  impressions  per  week  at  the 
low  rate  of  37  cents  per  thousand.  And  each  sponsor  is  charged  only 
$15*200  per  week  for  everything,  including  time,  talent  and  merchan¬ 
dising,  Expressing  coverage  another  way,  Herbert  notes  that  Market 
Basket  programs  reach  more  women  in  a  month  than  the  top  four  women's 
monthly  service  magazines  combined. 

Super  Summer  Tandem,  Allen  is  told,  is  in  the  tradition  of 
NBC's  successful,  sold-out  Operation  Tandem,  Three  non-competitive 
advertisers  will  each  participate  in  three  programs,  THE  $64  QUESTION; 
MR.  KEEN,  TRACER  OF  LOST  PERSONS,  and  SCREEN  DIRECTORS '  PLAYHOUSE,  on 
three  evenings  of  the  week.  These  programs,  appealing  to  people  of  all 
ages,  tastes  and  interests,  will  reach  an  estimated  13*000,000  listen¬ 
ers  and  deliver  more  than  40,000,000  advertising  impressions  a  week  at 
a  cost  of  only  32  cents  per  thousand.  Summer  Tandem  will  cost  each  ad¬ 
vertiser  only  $13,500  per  week,  including  time  and  talent,  for  all 
three  shows. 


(more ) 
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6  -  Summer  Radio 


Tonnage  Technique,  Herbert  explains,  enables  an  advertiser 
interested  in  saturating  the  national  Summer  market  to  sponsor  three  or 
five  15 -minute  program  segments  per  week  for  eight  or  13  weeks.  The 
three-a-week  series  will  reach  nearly  9*500,000  people  a  week,  and  the 
five-a-week  more  than  11,500,000,  Tonnage  Series  can  be  tailor-made 
for  any  sponsor  at  low  cost. 

Having  completed  his  assignment,  Allen  reports  back  to  NBC, 
feeling  that  he  has,  at  last,  reached  the  pinnacle  of  success.  And  he 
has.  Just  before  fadeout  we  see  "veep"  Fred  as  the  conductor  of  a  tour 
atop  the  RCA  Building! 

CREDITS  FOR  "SUMMER  RADIO;  1952" 

Executive  Producer:  Jacob  A.  Evans,  manager.  Radio  Advertising  & 

Promotion 

Associate  Producer:  Harold  W,  Shepard,  supervisor.  Radio  Sales  . 


Promotion 

Art: 

Walter  Van  Bellen 

Director: 

John  Cleary 

Writers : 

Fred  Allen,  Joel  Murcott  &  Harold  W.  Shepard 

Composer  and  conduc¬ 
tor  of  35-piece 


orchestra: 

Bernard  Green 

Production 

assistant: 

Robert  Hitchens 

Film  Production: 

Edward  Antonioli 

Cast: 

Fred  Allen,  Portland  Hof fa.  Will jam  Gargan, 
Charles  C.  Barry,  John  K.  Herbert,  Henry 
Cassidy,  Kenneth  Banghart,  Radoliffe  Hall 

Fred  Collins,  Frank  Gallop,  Staats  Cotsworth, 
Ed  Jerome,  Phil  Foster  &  Tex  Antoine 

Research: 

Howard  Gardner  &  Kenneth  Greene 

. o _ 

NBC -New  York,  3/26/52 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


MENOTTI’S  OPERA,  ‘ AMAHL  AND  THE  NIGHT  VISITORS,’ 
TO  BE  PRESENTED  BY  NBC -TV  ON  EASTER  SUNDAY 
WITH  HALLMARK  CARDS  AS  SPONSOR 


Gian  -  Carlo  Menotti’s  opera,  "Amahl  and  the  Night  Visitors," 
will  be  given  a  repeat  performance  by  the  NBC  Television  Opera  Theatre 
on  Easter  Sunday,  April  13  (NBC-TV  4:00  to  5:00  p.m.,  EST) . 

The  opera,  which  was  commissioned  by  the  National  Broadcast¬ 
ing  Company,  will  be  presented  with  the  same  singing  cast  as  in  the 
original  Christmas  Eve  presentation.  Chet  Allen,  12-year-old  boy 
soprano,  will  sing  the  role  of  Amahl,  and  Rosemary  Kuhlmann,  mezzo- 
soprano,  will  portray  his  mother.  The  three  kings  will  be  Andrew 
McKinley,  tenor;  David  Aiken,  baritone,  and  Leon  Lishner,  bass. 

Francis  Monachino,  bass,  will  be  the  kings’  servant. 

The  opera  again  will  be  staged  by  the  composer-librettist. 
Thomas  Schippers,  young  American  conductor,  will  be  on  the  podium.  The 
settings  and  costumes  by  Eugene  Berman  again  will  be  seen  in  this  pro¬ 
duction.  John  Butler  is  choreographer. 

Glen  Tetley,  who  danced  in  the  original  production,  will 
appear  again. 

Because  of  the  unavailability  of  the  original  dancers  Melissa 
Hayden  and  Nicholas  Magallanes,  Butiler  has  chosen  Mary  Hinkson  and  will 
dance  the  other  male  part  himself. 

"Amahl  and  the  Night  Visitors"  is  the  story  of  a  little 
crippled  boy  and  his  mother,  who  are  visited  by  the  three  kings  on 
their  way  to  Bethlehem,.  When  the  boy  offers  his  self-made  crutch  as 
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2  -  Menotti's  Opera 


a  gift  to  the  Christ  child,  he  is  miraculously  cured  of  his  lameness 
and  follows  the  three  kings  on  their  journey. 

Since  the  first  presentation  of  "Amahl  and  the  Night 
Visitors"  there  has  been  insistent  demand  on  the  part  of  the  public 
and  press  for  another  performance.  The  one -hour  presentation  will 
be  sponsored  by  Hallmark  Cards,  sponsor  of  the  original  presentation. 
In  order  to  make  this  musical  presentation  available  to  the  widest 
audience.  Hallmark  has  canceled  its  own  program,  the  "Hall  of  Fame,1' 
for  that  date,  and  the  preceding  program,  "Meet  the  Press,"  sponsored 
by  Revere  Copper  and  Brass,  Inc.,  has  agreed  to  cancel  its  telecast 
on  that  date. 

Samuel  Chotzinoff,  NBC's  general  music  director,  who  com¬ 
missioned  Menotti  to  write  the  opera,  is  the  producer.  Kirk  Browning 
is  television  director. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


NBC  PRESENTS  TRANSCRIPTION  OF  WILLIAM  OATIS 1 
TESTIMONY  DURING  CZECH  SPY  TRIAL 

NBC  radio  news  department  brought  the  nation 
a  transcription  of  William  Oatis'  testimony  before 
a  Czech  spy  trial  in  Prague  last  night  (March  25, 
10:35  p.m.,  EST).  Henry  Cassidy,  director  of  NBC 
radio  news,  introduced  the  special  broadcast 
monitored  and  transcribed  by  Ed  Haaker,  NBC  corre¬ 
spondent  in  Frankfurt.  Haaker  and  A. I.  Goldberg, 
Prague  bureau  chief  for  the  Associated  Press  before 
Oatis  were  also  heard  on  the  25-minute  program. 
Goldberg  explained  the  methods  of  Czech  Communist 
trials  and  how  Oatis  tripped  up  the  prosecutor 
several  times. 

Leon  Pearson,  NBC's  United  National  correspon¬ 
dent,  also  was  heard  on  the  program  interviewing 
Paul  Rudemann,  an  oil  company  executive  who  had 
been  imprisoned  by  the  Communists  in  Hungary. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


CLIFTON  UTLEY  AND  WIFE  HONORED 

Clifton  Utley,  NBC  radio  and  television 
commentator,  and  his  wife  Frayn  (cq)  received  an 
award  for  outstanding  public  service  from  the 
Chicago  Industrial  Union  Council,  CIO.  The 
award,  presented  recently  at  the  Council's 
seventh  annual  banquet,  cited  the  Utleys  for  their 
generous  contributions  of  time,  energy  and  leader¬ 
ship  in  promoting  better  human  relations. 

Utley  is  heard  Sunday  nights  at  11:15  p.m. 
(EST)  over  the  NBC  radio  network,  and  also  broad¬ 
casts  locally  over  WMAQ,  Chicago.  He  also  reports 
the  news  for  NBC -TV  programs  in  Chicago. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


’TODAY 1  WILL  BE  PRESENTED  AT  NIGHT  ONE  TIME 
ONLY  TO  GIVE  VIEWERS  OTHERWISE  UNABLE 
TO  SEE  IT  AN  IDEA  OF  THE  SHOW 

TODAY,  the  NBC -TV  early  morning  show  of  news  and  special 
events  with  Dave  Garroway,  will  be  presented  for  one  special  night 
performance  Monday,  March  31  (9:00-9:30  p.m.,  EST)  in  order  to  reach 
an  audience  that  has  been  unable  to  see  the  show  at  the  regular 
time . 

Following  the  exact  format  of  the  regular  morning  show, 
the  special  night  edition  of  "Today"  will  feature  live  television 
pickups  from  two  major  cities,  newsreels,  voice  pickups  from  overseas, 
news,  interviews  and  music. 

This  unusual  night-time  "showcasing"  will  permit  new  viewers 
whose  working  hours  prohibit  their  watching  "Today"  in  its  regular 
morning  spot  at  7:00-9:00  a.m.  to  see  what  the  show  is  like.  Many 
housewives  have  written  Garroway  expressing  regret  that  their  husbands 
have  been  unable  to  see  the  show. 

Also,  by  this  special  presentation  of  "Today"  regular 
viewers  of  night-time  television  will  be  given  an  idea  of  the  type 
of  daytime  show  available  to  them  on  NBC, 

Dave  Garroway,  Jack  Lescoulie,  news  editor  James  Fleming 
and  the  entire  regular  news  and  production  staff  of  "Today"  will 
work  on  this  night  show.  "Today"  is  heard  regularly  on  the  NBC-TV 
network /Mondays  through  Fridays  7:00-9:00  a.m.,  EST  and  CST. 
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LEVER  BROTHERS  TO  EXTEND  'HAWKINS  FALLS,  POP.  6200'  SPONSORSHIP 
TO  FIVE  DAYS  A  WEEK;  PROGRAM  MARKS  FIRST  ANNIVERSARY 
AS  MONDAY -THROUGH -FRIDAY  FEATURE  ON  NBC -TV 

HAWKINS  FALLS,  POP.  6200,  one  of  the  best  known  new  towns  in 
the  country,  will  celebrate  its  first  anniversary  as  a  Monday-through- 
Friday  (5:00  p.m.,  EST)  feature  of  the  NBC  television  network  during 
the  week  beginning  March  31. 

The  television  novel,  which  portrays  life  in  a  typical  small 
Midwestern  town,  started  as  a  daily  network  program  April  2,  1951*  The 
actual  beginning  of  Hawkins  Falls  antedates  the  current  program  series. 

Its  "charter"  is  dated  June  1950,  when  the  program  began  as  a  weekly 
feature,  combining  elements  of  drama  and  entertainment  against  a  small 
town  background.  Later,  Doug  Johnson,  creator  of  the  show,  fashioned 
the  basic  idea  into  a  serialized,  daily  quarter-hour  television  novel. 

The  Hawkins  Falls  citizens  will  have  another  reason  to  cele¬ 
brate  since  they  will  hang  up  the  "sold  out"  sign  starting  April  1,.  Ef¬ 
fective  that  date.  Lever  Brothers  Co.,  which  has  sponsored  the  show  on 
Mondays,  Wednesdays  and  Fridays,  will  extend  its  sponsorship  to  include 

Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  as  well. 

Scripts  for  "Hawkins  Falls,  Pop.  6200"  are  written  by  Bill  Bar¬ 
rett  with  Ben  Park  as  producer.  On  Monday,  March  31,  the  show's  entire 
cast  will  entertain  television  editors,  columnists  and  trade  press  re¬ 
presentatives  at  a  buffet  dinner  to  be  held  in  true  Hawkins  Falls  atmos¬ 
phere  on  the  stage  of  the  Studebaker  Theater  in  Chicago,  where  the  pro¬ 
gram  originates. 

- o - 

THE  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 


AMERICA’S  NO.  1  NETWORK  • 


rom  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


The  following  message  was  sent  to  Governor  Thomas  E.  Dewey 
of  New  York  yesterday  by  Joseph  H.  McConnell,  president  of 
the  National  Broadcasting  Company: 

"Urgently  request  you  withhold  approval  of 
Senate  introductory  #266  prohibiting  direct  radio, 
television  and  motion  picture  reporting  of  com¬ 
mittee  and  other  governmental  hearings.  This  bill 
discriminates  against  these  media  and  works  a 
hardship  on  them  by  making  it  impossible  to  use 
them  in  the  most  effective  and  direct  way  of  re¬ 
porting  to  the  people.  Such  restriction  on  free¬ 
dom  of  speech  would  stifle  the  development  of 
documentary  reporting  by  television  just  as  it  is 
beginning  to  demonstrate  its  effectiveness  in 
stimulating  public  thought  and  opinion.  By  its 
response  to  recent  telecasts  of  hearings,  the 
public  has  registered  its  overwhelming  approval 
and  desire  for  direct  radio  and  television  re¬ 
porting  of  events  in  the  public  interest.  Hasty 
enactment  of  laws  shutting  off  these  means  of 
informing  the  public,  without  giving  ample  op¬ 
portunity  for  full  discussion  and  consioeration 
of  the  benefits  of  preserving  these  freedoms,  is 
against  the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  State 
of  New  York." 
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NOTED  SCIENTISTS  AND  EXPLORERS  TO  AID  IN  PLANS  FOR  SERIES 

OF  TV  PROGRAMS  ON  *  MAN’  TO  BE  PRESENTED  BY  NBC 
AND  AMERICAN  MUSEUM  OF  NATURAL  HISTORY 

The  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  New  York  is  co¬ 
operating  with  the  National  Broadcasting  Company  on  a  project  design¬ 
ed  to  prepare  a  series  of  television  programs  on  the  general  subject 
of  Man,  Frederic  William  Wile,  Jr.,  vice-president  and  director  of 
production  for  NBC  Television,  and  Alexander  M.  White,  president  of 
the  Museum,  announced  today. 

Plans  call  for  the  development  of  six  telecasts,  encompass¬ 
ing  the  subjects  of  Man  as  a  physical  being,  Man  as  a  social  and  psy¬ 
chological  being,  the  sea,  the  crust  of  the  earth,  communicat ..ons ,  and 
the  nature  of  the  universe.  Museum  and  network  officials  hope  to  com¬ 
plete  the  project  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

In  preparation  for  the  proposed  series,  NBC  will  have  the 

counsel  and  services  of  the  Museum’s  curators,  many  of  whom  are  in¬ 
ternationally  known,  as  well  as  a  world-famous  group  of  scientists 
and  explorers  who  have  served  the  Museum  in  various  capacities  for 
many  years.  It  is  expected  that  some  of  them  will  appear  on  the  pro¬ 
grams  . 
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2  -  Series  on  ’Man’ 


The  network  also  will  have  access  to  the  Museum’s  rich  store 
of  objects,  displays  and  materials.  The  biggest  of  its  kind  in  the 
world  --  no  other  approaches  it  in  the  extent  and  variety  of  its 
materials  --  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History  has  12  departments, 
each  with  vast  collections,  and  less  than  one  percent  of  this  material 
can  be  placed  on  public  display  in  the  Museum. 

Gilbert  Seldes  has  been  assigned  to  write  and  Caroline  Burke 
to  produce  the  program  on  Man  as  a  physical  being.  Henry  F.  Salomon, Jr. 
has  been  assigned  to  produce  the  one  on  the  sea,  John  White  to  produce 
the  one  on  communications,  and  Doris  Ann  to  produce  the  one  on  Man 
as  a  social  and  psychological  being* 
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March  27,  1952 


MUSIC  LOVERS,  TAKE  NOTE!  THE  C .M.S ,O.L,B.S. 

IS  COMING  BACK;  MARTHA  LOU  HARP 
WILL  RENDER  THE  VOCAL  ARIAS 

Fred  Allen  and  Portland  Hoffa  to  Be  Guests 
On  the  First  Blow-out  on  NBC  Radio 

Culture  vultures  of  the  nation  will  no  doubt  be  thrilled  to 
their  musical  souls  to  learn  that  the  CHAMBER  MUSIC  SOCIETY  OF  LOWER 
BASIN  STREET  will  return  to  the  air  on  NBC  Saturday,  April  12  from 
10:30  to  11:00  p.m.,  EST.  The  return,  after  a  short  layoff  of  78 
weeks,  will  be  marked  by  the  reappearance  of  the  internationally  n&ted 
conductor,  Henry  "Hot  Lips"  Levine,  and  his  Barefoot  Symphony,  or 
Have  You  Et  Octet. 

In  addition  to  the  presence  of  the  world  renowned  Levine, 
Mademoiselle  Martha  Lou  Harp,  a  Dixieland  diva  of  no  mean  stature, 
will  drape  her  vibrato  in  and  around  the  dulcet  strains  of  such  early 
American  chansons  as  "That’s  Aplenty"  and  "When  the  Saints  Go  Marching 
In."  Program  notes  and  intermission  commentary  will  be  handled  by 
Dr.  Gene  "Gino"  Hamilton  (he  of  the  pear-shaped  tones). 

The  cultural  presentation  will  be  produced  and  directed  by 
Robert  K.  Adams  and  will  be  presented  on  behalf  of  the  U.S.  Army 
Reserve  in  cooperation  with  NBC. 


(more) 
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2  -  Basin  Street 


It  was  in  19^0  that  the  Chamber  Music  Society  of  Lower 
Basin  Street"  first  stunned  the  musical  world  with  its  pristine  approach 
to  the  science  of  Dixieland.  In  the  humble  words  of  its  originators, 
it  was  "an  immediate  hit."  Top  show  business  names  vied  with  one 
another  for  an  opportunity  to  appear  on  the  program. 

When  the  houselights  dimmed  and  the  great  gold  curtain  rose 
for  each  broadcast,  noted  figures  such  as  Kurt  Polnarioff,  concert 
master  of  the  Pittsburgh  Symphony,  and  Alec  Templeton  were  present  to 
enthrall  listeners.  (Hher  members  of  the  Alumni  Association  include 
The  Ink  Spots,  Larry  Adler,  Lawrence  Tibbet,  Lauritz  Melchoir,  Benny 
Goodman,  Ezio  Pinza,  Chico  Marx,  Deems  Taylor,  Ethel  Waters,  The  Three 
Suns,  Albert  Spaulding  and  Hazel  Scott. 

With  Jane  "Dixiecup"  Pickens  at  the  vocal  helm,  the  Society 
played  a  short  season  in  the  Summer  of  1950.  It  was  during  this 
period  that  the  spectacular  toccata  and  fugue,  "Bugle  Call  Rag  and 
Fidgety  Feet,"  was  presented.  Other  gems  of  the  musical  art  included 
a  motet  entitled  "Rampart  Street  Parade"  and  a  delicate  little  tone 
poem  called  "When  My  Sugar  Walks  Down  the  Street." 

Professor  Fred  Allen,  banjo  artist  of  international  stature, 
and  his  musically  erudite  wife.  Dr.  Portland  Hoff a,  will  make  appear¬ 
ances  on  the  opening  program  of  the  society  when  they  present  an  aria 
for  voice  and  banjo.  In  addition  to  plucking  an  obligato  to  Dr. 

Hof fa's  coloratura  warbling,  the  versatile  Allen  will  render  a  selec¬ 
tion  on  that  most  difficult  of  instruments,  the  clarinet. 

- o - 
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NBC  TV -NEWS 


GAGWRITERS  NAME  RED  SKELTON  ’COMEDIAN  OF  THE  YEAR’ 

For  release  Sunday,  March  30 

Red  Skelton,  who  has  convulsed  millions  of  Amer¬ 
icans  with  his  NBC  television  comedy  show  (Sunday, 
10:00  p.m.,  EST),  has  been  chosen  as  "Comedian  of  the 
Year”  by  the  National  Association  of  Gagwriters. 

Each  year  during  the  observance  of  National  Laugh 
Week  (April  1-5),  the  National  Association  of  Gag¬ 
writers  crowns  a  King  and  Queen  of  Laughs.  Lucille 
Ball  has  been  chosen  as  "Comedienne  of  the  Year." 
Previous  royalty  of  mirth:  Dean  Martin  and  Jerry 
Lewis,  Groucho  Marx,  Jimmy  Durante,  Jack  Benny  and 
Bob  Hope.  Royal  ladies  have  included  Joan  Davis, 
Grade  Allen,  Marie  Wilson  and  Carol  Channing. 
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AMERICAN  MAGAZINE  CITES  1 FAIRMEADOWS ,  U.S.A.’ 
ON  NBC -TV  FOR  GOOD  FAMILY  ENJOYMENT 


In  its  April  issue,  the  American  maga¬ 
zine  has  designated  NBC-TV’s  FAIRMEADOWS, 
U.S.A.  as  one  of  the  four  top  shows  of  the 
month  selected  for  family  enjoyment.  This 
serial  drama  about  life  in  a  small  town  with 
the  Olcott  family  is  heard  over  the  NBC  tele¬ 
vision  network  Sundays  at  3:00  p.m.,  EST. 

The  series  is  written  by  Agnes  Ridgway 
and  features  Howard  St.  John  as  Father  Olcott; 
Ruth  Matteson  as  his  wife  Alice;  and  Hazel 
Dawn,  Jr.,  Tom  Taylor  and  Mildred  Strongin  as 
their  three  children  Mary,  Jim  and  Evvie . 
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NBC  RADIO  PROGRAMS 


STATE  DEPT.  TO  INCLUDE  COPY  OF  NBC  BROADCAST  OF  TESTIMONY 
BY  WILLIAM  OATIS  IN  NEWSMAN’S  DOSSIER 

The  Foreign  Desk  of  the  State  Department  has  asked  NBC  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  William  Oat  is  broadcast  heard  on  NBC’s  radio  net¬ 
work  Tuesday  night,  March  25,  at  10:35  p.m.,  EST. 

A  State  Department  spokesman  said  the  complete  broadcast 
which  included  Oatis’  recent  testimony  at  a  Czech  spy  trial,  with  in¬ 
terpretation  by  A. I.  Goldberg,  former  Associated  Press  manager  in 
Prague  before  Oatis;  and  Henry  Cassidy,  director  of  NBC  radio  news, 
and  Leon  Pearson,  NBC’ s  United  Nations  correspondent,  would  be  made 
part  of  the  Oatis  dossier  with  a  view  to  freeing  the  imprisoned 
newsman. 

BOB  CONSIDINS  TO  VISIT  SPAIN  FOR  HOLY  WEEK 

Bob  Considine,  NBC  commentator  who  features  the  human  side 
of  the  news,  will  fly  to  Spain  on  Thursday,  April  3  to  spend  Holy 
Week  there. 

Considine,  accompanied  by  members  of  his  family,  will  go 
first  to  Madrid  for  a  few  days  before  heading  south  to  Seville,  where 
he  will  report  on  the  Holy  Week  processions  and  ceremonies  there.  He 
will  return  to  New  York  immediately  after  Easter.  Considine  is  heard 
on  NBC  television  Tuesday  nights  at  10:45  p.m.,  EST,  and  on  NBC  radio 
Sundays  at  3:30  p.m.,  EST. 
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March  28,  1952 

CARLETON  D.  SMITH  IS  APPOINTED  DIRECTOR  OF  OPERATIONS 
FOR  NBC  OWNED  AND  OPERATED  STATIONS  DIVISION 

Carleton  D.  Smith  today  was  appointed  director 
of  Operations  for  the  NBC  Owned  and  Operated  Stations 
Division. 

James  M.  Gaines,  vice  president  in  charge  of 
the  Division,  said  Smith  would  join  his  staff  in  New 
York  as  part  of  a  general  plan  to  strengthen  and  ex¬ 
pand  the  division’s  operations. 

Smith  has  had  long  experience  in  radio  and 
television  station  and  network  operations.  He  was 
formerly  general  manager  of  WRC  and  WNBW  in  Washington, 
later  director  of  Network  Television  Operations  and 
most  recently  has  been  in  charge  of  NBC  Station  Re¬ 
lations. 

Smith  will  assume  his  new  duties  April  14. 
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from  NBC  PRESS  DEPARTMENT  •  New  York 


PRESIDENTIAL  CANDIDATES  TO  APPEAR  TOGETHER  AT  CONVENTION 
OP  LEAGUE  OP  WOMEN  VOTERS  TO  ANSWER  CITIZENS’  QUERIES 

Event  on  May  1  to  Be  Covered  in  Special  NBC  Broadcast 

Presidential  candidates  Estes  Kefauver,  Robert  Kerr,  Harold 
Stassen  and  Earl  Warren,  and  Paul  Hoffman  representing  General  Eisen¬ 
hower,  will  participate  in  an  event  remarkable  in  American  political 
history  when  they  jointly  face  the  national  convention  of  the  League 
of  Women  Voters  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  Cincinnati,  on  May  1. 

There  they  will  answer  questions  of  current  interest  which 
have  been  voted  most  important  by  the  ballots  of  thousands  of  citizens. 
Senators  Taft  and  Russell  have  also  been  invited  to  attend.  It  is 
hoped  that  President  Truman  will  participate  if  his  candidacy  has  been 
announced,  as  well  as  General  Eisenhower  if  he  is  in  the  United  States 
at  the  time. 

The  National  Broadcasting  Company  will  carry  a  special  net¬ 
work  program  reporting  this  event,  which  will  probably  be  one  of  the 
most  significant  political  meetings  held  before  the  national  party  con- 
ventions  in  Chicago  in  July. 

Invitations  to  the  Republican  and  Democratic  candidates  were 
issued  by  the  League  of  Women  Voters  in  cooperation  with  LIFE  magazine. 
Prior  to  the  League’s  national  department  stores  in  approximately  30 
cities  to  sponsor  a  series  of  non-partisan  forums  termed  "The  Citizen’s 
View  of  ’52." 

(more ) 
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2  -  Presidential  Candidates 


These  public  forums  will  he  held  from  April  14  to  22,  Local 
department  stores  will  be  hosts  for  the  meetings.  At  these  forums, 
panels  of  civic  leaders  from  the  fields  of  government,  education,  re¬ 
ligion,  the  press  and  radio  will  head  discussions  of  basic  issues  -- 
foreign  and  domestic  which  face  Americans  in  the  1952  elections. 

Each  forum  will  decide,  through  group  discussion,  which  issues  are  of 
greatest  interest  and  should  be  presented  to  the  candidates. 

A  special  film  will  be  shown  at  the  forums  featuring  Robert 
Montgomery,  whose  "A  Citizen  Views  the  News"  radio  program  is  sponsored 
by  LIFE  Magazine  over  NBC,  and  Mrs.  John  G.  Lee,  national  president  of 
the  League  of  Women  Voters.  It  will  highlight  the  responsibility 
every  U.S.  citizen  has  to  make  his  or  her  views  known  in  an  election 
year. 

Questions  judged  most  important  by  these  forums,  as  deter¬ 
mined  by  balloting,  will  be  forwarded  to  the  national  headquarters  of 
the  League  of  Women  Voters  in  Washington,  D.C.  These  questions  will 
then  be  sent  to  Senator  Kefauver,  Governor  Warren,  Harold  Stassen, 
Governor  Kerr,  Paul  Hoffman  for  General  Eisenhower,  and  other  candi¬ 
dates  planning  to  be  present  at  the  League's  national  convention. 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


TV  AND  RADIO  SERIES  OF  ‘LIFE  OF  RILEY' 

ON  NBC  TO  STAR  WILLIAM  BENDIX 
-X- -  #  -X - *35- 

THE  LIFE  OF  RILEY  is  coming  to  television  and  radio, 

William  Bendix,  who  made  the  role  famous  in  radio,  will  be 
starred  in  the  new  National  Broadcasting  Company  television  and  radio 
presentations  of  "The  Life  of  Riley,"  which  will  be  on  the  air  from 
Hollywood  next  Fall. 

Announcement  of  the  new  "Life  of  Riley"  project  was  made  to¬ 
day  by  Frederic  W.  Wile,  Jr,,  NBC  vice  president  and  director  of  Tele¬ 
vision  Production,  NBC  has  acquired  radio  and  TV  rights  to  "The  Life 
of  Riley"  and  last  season  signed  William  Bendix  to  a  long-term  NBC 
contract. 

The  situation-comedy  show  will  originate  in  Hollywood  in  the 
Fall,  On  television,  it  will  be  presented  both  on  a  live  and  a  film 
basis  to  accomodate  Bendix* s  motion  picture  commitments, 

Bendix  started  his  Hollywood  career  10  years  ago,  A  native 
of  New  York  City,  he  was  once  a  bat  boy  for  the  New  York  Giants,  later 
played  semi -pro  baseball  and  then  turned  to  the  grocery  business  until 
1935#  when  the  depression  caused  him  to  turn  to  other  activities. 

Having  performed  as  an  amateur  in  plays  in  East  Side  settle¬ 
ment  houses,  Bendix  began  an  acting  career  in  the  mid  1930s  and,  in 
1939 i  became  the  hit  of  William  Saroyan's  "The  Time  of  Your  Life"  on 
Broadway,  in  the  role  of  a  policeman.  Both  Bendix  and  the  play  were 
hits,  and  he  toured  in  it  until  19^1*  when  the  movies  beckoned.  He 
clicked  instantly  in  Hollywood,  and  became  a  top  character  actor  in  films. 

Bendix  turned  to  radio  in  19^5  when  NBC  producers  were  look¬ 
ing  for  a  "down-to-earth"  character  for  the  role  of  Chester  A.  Riley. 

- o - 
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NBC -TV  NEWS 


NEW  TV  DRAMA  SERIES,  'WHAT  SHALL  I  DO? 1 

TO  START  APRIL  2  ON  NBC 

PREMIERE 

A  new  television  series,  WHAT  SHALL  I  DO?  drama¬ 
tizing  real-life  situations,  will  start  Wednesday, 
April  2  on  the  NBC-TV  network  (10:00  p.m.,  EST) . 

Working  on  the  belief  that  truth  is  more  inter¬ 
esting  than  fiction,  "What  Shall  I  Do?"  each  Wednes¬ 
day  will  present  dramatizations  of  every-day  emotional 
situations  confronted  by  ordinary  people.  Each  week 
a  new  cast  will  be  featured. 

The  show  is  packaged  by  Raymond  Spector,  former 
manager  of  Macpadden  Publications.  The  sponsor  is 
Hazel  Bishop  Beauty  Aids  (Hazel  Bishop  No-Smear 
Lipstick  and  Complexion  -Glo) .  The  show  will  take  the 
time  period  formerly  filled  by  "Pantomime  Quiz." 

- o - 


NBC -New  York,  3/28/52 


'  -*• 


•  . 


r\C  ,  ; 

..... 


s . . 


,  .  .H  VT  - 

•  'if.'  ' 

v .  *  -  1 

,  ,  .  ,:.7o  f  i  •■tv 


*■ 


..  - 


V-  .T' 


■ 


:  ■ 

.  :  . ,  lj  •  •  ■  '  ■  ;  v>  ■  c  .  . 

•  '  ..  ■  f.  i  •  ■  V  •  'f=-- 


1  X 

•  »'  * 

.  j.  X  ’ 

' 

c{  \ 

• 

:  ; 

C>  ’  •*;  v  . 

. 

no 

. 

1 

T 

[< 

■ 

f. 

:  Q  '■  > 

i 

. 

I 

j 

.  '  :.ifl  ■■  j 

• v «  V 

l  A. 

•  ;;  a 

■  ,  • 

..■>  ■ ' 

. 

V 

.'  :'v  '  . 

:  ■  ; 

‘•f  .  ‘ 

1 1.  i  ■  \  - 

l 

■ 

i  v 

u 

1  0 

V  »•  - 

• 

sn 

r ;;  s;  '.  i  " 

• 

i  '  '  - 

i  •  • 

• . 

•r  •  yo  ■; 

: 


March  28,  1952 


H.V.  KALTENBORN  TO  BE  SALUTED  ON  HIS  30TH  ANNIVERSARY 
AS  RADIO  COMMENTATOR  WITH  SPECIAL  NBC  PROGRAM 

Radio  Pioneers,  Radio  Executives  Club  and 
Overseas  Press  Club  also  to  Honor  HVK 

The  National  Broadcasting  Company  will  salute  its  dean  of 
radio  commentators,  H.V.  Kaltenborn,  on  his  30th  anniversary  in  broad¬ 
casting  Friday,  April  4,  at  9:30  p.m.  (EST). 

Kaltenborn  delivered  his  first  comments  on  the  day's  news 
from  station  WYCB  situated  beside  the  Statue  of  Liberty  on  Bedloe's 
Island  in  New  York  Harbor  in  April  4,  1922. 

NBC  has  arranged  a  half-hour  HVK  anniversary  broadcast  for 
which  Ben  Grauer  will  be  master  of  ceremonies  and  friends  of  Kaltenborn 
such  as  Bill  Henry  of  Mutual,  Robert  Trout  of  CBS  and  an  ABC  commenta¬ 
tor  will  reminisce  about  him.  Jack  Gerber  will  produce  and  direct 
NBC’s  salute,  entitled  "I  Remember  Kaltenborn." 

From  Kaltenborn' s  thousands  of  broadcasts  Gerber  has  selec¬ 
ted  the  most  famous,  including  HV’s  first  broadcast  about  the  Spanish 
Civil  War  from  the  frontier  city  of  Hendaye  in  1936,  his  non-stop  com¬ 
mentary  during  the  Munich  crisis  of  1938,  his  interview  with  General 
Douglas  MacArthur  at  the  height  of  the  war  in  the  Pacific  area  in 
1943*  his  "wrong  guess"  on  election  night  in  1948  and  many  others,  and 
spiced  them  with  anecdotes  and  humorous  exchanges  between  Kaltenborn 
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2  -  Salute  to  Kaltenborn 


and  his  colleagues.  HV  himself  will  reminisce  on  his  30  years  of 
broadcasting  on  the  same  program,  and  there  will  be  a  surprise  guest. 

Other  organizations  beside  NBC  are  honoring  Kaltenborn  for 
his  30  years  in  radio.  On  Tuesday,  April  1,  at  the  National  Radio 
Pioneers  banquet  in  Chicago,  500  members  will  sign  a  testimonial 
scroll  which  will  be  presented  to  Kaltenborn,  On  Thursday,  April  3,  • 
the  Overseas  Press  Club  in  New  York  will  honor  him  at  a  luncheon. 

On  Thursday,  April  17,  the  Radio  Executives  Club  in  New 
York,  in  conjunction  with  the  New  York  Chapter  of  the  Radio  Pioneers, 
will  have  Kaltenborn  as  guest  of  honor  at  a  large  luncheon  in  the 
Waldorf  Astoria.  HVK  is  expected  to  deliver  a  commentary  on  "the 
news  30  years  from  now," 

The  dean  of  radio  commentators  who  is  a  sprightly  7^,  was 
born  in  Milwaukee  on  July  9,  1878.  He  earned  his  first  news  ex¬ 
perience  as  a  top-sergeant  war  correspondent  during  the  Spanish- 
Ameriacan  War,  where  his  buddies  called  him  "Spiderlegs  Kalty."  He 
was  graduated  Phi  Beta  Kappa  from  Harvard  in  1909,  worked  for  the 
Brooklyn  Eagle  for  a  while,  broadcast  on  local  stations,  then  joined 
CBS  as  a  commentator  in  1930.  He  came  to  NBC  10  years  later  and  has 
been  broadcasting  for  NBC  ever  since.  His  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Fri¬ 
day  programs  heard  on  the  NBC  radio  network  (except  WNBC)  at  7:00 
p.m.,  (EST)  have  been  sponsored  for  13  years  by  the  Pure  Oil  Company. 
He  also  broadcasts  a  weekly  roundup  of  the  news  Saturdays  at  6:15 
p.m.  (EST). 
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3  -  Salute  to  Kaltenborn 


Kaltenborn  is  the  author  of  seven  books  on  world  events, 
the  last  of  which,  "Fifty  Fabulous  Years"  (1950),  has  been  a  con¬ 
sistent  best-seller.  An  avid  tennis  player  and  deep-sea  fisherman, 
Kaltenborn  divides  his  time  between  his  home  in  New  York  and  his 
Summer  place  at  Stony  Brook,  Long  Island.  He  is  married  to  Baroness 
Olga  Nordenf lycht .  They  have  a  son  and  daughter  and  five  grand¬ 
children. 


- o - 

JUDY  CANOVA  HOSTESS  TO  NOBILITY 

All  the  hostesses  in  town  are  jealous  when  a  visiting  noble¬ 
man  accepts  Judy’s  dinner  invitation,  on  the  JUDY  CANOVA  SHOW  Satur¬ 
day,  April  5  (NBC  radio,  Saturdays,  9:00  p.m.,  EST) .  In  the  excite¬ 
ment  at  the  comedienne’s  household,  her  jolly  cook  Geranium  (Ruby 
Dandrige)  adds  a  hot  sauce  to  the  turkey,  composed  of  such  stimulating 
ingredients  as  tequila. 
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NBC  TRADE  NEWS 


CHARLES  McGFAW  TO  STAR  IN  ’FOREIGN  LEGION, 1 
NEW  DOUGFAIR  TV  FILM  SERIES  FOR  NBC 

Charles  MCGraw  has  been  signed  by  Douglas  Fairbanks,  Jr.,  to 
enact  the  starring  role  of  Le  Tigre  in  ''Foreign  Legion,"  a  new  tele¬ 
vision  film  series  to  be  produced  by  Dougfair  Corp.  for  the  National 
Broadcast  Company.  Films  will  be  shot  on  actual  location  in  and 
around  Casablanca. 

"Foreign  Legion,"  in  which  McGraw  will  make  his  TV  debut, 
goes  into  production  next  month,  and  is  based  on  scripts  by  Anthony 
Bartley,  World  War  II  RAF  ace  and  husband  of  Deborah  Kerr.  It  will 
make  the  first  time  the  African  continent  has  been  used  as  television 
story  locale  with  American  stars. 

The  series  of  half-hour  films  is  one  of  three  to  be  produced 
by  Dougfair  Corp.  for  NBC. 

- o - 

TELEVISION  SUPPLIES  A  BOOK  'BEST-SELLER’ 

Here's  a  paradoxical  situation  to  be  explained,  if  possible, 
by  those  booksellers  who  complain  of  the  inroads  of  television  on 
their  prospective  readers’  leisure  time: 

Robert  J.  Wade,  executive  coordinator  of  production  develop¬ 
ment  at  NBC,  recently  compiled  "Operation  Backstage:  A  Staging  Ser¬ 
vices  Handbook, "  with  the  hope  that  it  would  be  of  value  to  the  produc¬ 
tion  staff  of  the  network  and  its  affiliated  stations  and  others  having 
professional  or  business  contacts  within  the  television  programming 
field. 

Requests  poured  in  from  television  stations,  advertising 
agencies,  schools  and  colleges  and  in  no  time  the  first  edition  of 
5,000  copies  was  exhausted.  A  second  printing  currently  is  being 
rushed  off  the  presses. 

Thus  television  has  produced  its  own  "best-seller." 

o  NBC -New  York,  3/£6/52 
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MAURICE  E.  McMURRAY  AND  THOMAS  A.  WRIGHT,  JR., 
JOIN  NBC -TV  AS  NETWORK  SALESMEN 


Maurice  E.  McMurray  and  Thomas  A.  Wright,  Jr.,  have  joined 
the  NBC  television  staff  as  network  salesmen,  George  H.  Frey,  vice 
president  in  charge  of  TV  Network  Sales,  announced  today.  They  will 
report  to  Edward  R.  Hitz,  Eastern  sales  manager  for  NBC  television. 

McMurray  joins  NBC  after  two  and  a  half  years  as  network 
salesman  at  CBS  television.  Previously  he  was  director  of  television 
subscriber  relations  with  C.E.  Hooper,  Inc.  For  eight  years  McMurray 
was  sales  promotion  manager  with  NBC's  basic  affiliate  WHO,  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  A  native  of  Des  Moines,  McMurray  attended  Iowa  State 

College  and  is  a  member  of  Kappa  Sigma  and  Sigma  Delta  Chi.  He  served 

/ 

in  the  Army  Air  Corps  for  three  and  a  half  years  during  the  war,  leav¬ 
ing  the  service  as  a  captain. 

Wright  comes  to  NBC  from  Dundes  and  Frank,  Inc.,  where  he 
was  vice  president  and  director  of  radio  and  television.  Prior  to 
this,  he  was  business  manager  of  the  TV  department  of  BBD&O,  where  he 
served  earlier  as  head  of  the  TV  film  department  and  TV  account  ser¬ 
vice  department.  A  native  of  Plainfield,  N.J.,  Wright  was  graduated 
from  the  University  of  North  Carolina  in  19^1.  He  served  five  years 

in  the  Marine  Corps  and  is  now  a  major  in  the  Marine  Corps  Reserve. 

I 

NBC -New  York,  3/31/52 

AMERICA’S  NO.  1  NETWORK  •  THE  NATIONAL  BROADCASTING  COMPANY 
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